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the means by his own power, that man may have nothing 
he ry booty You know hen 


wi on one wi 
Nehemiah returned to build n the walls of Jerusalem, 
it was said, What mean these J 


? The foxes will pull 
down the walls. But you know the wall went up in de- 
fiance of the enemy of Israel’s God. And so on another 
occasion you remember the power of the army of Gideon, 
of the three hundred men. Why the wisdom of men 
would have scorned such a feeble force. What can three 
hundred mendo? What do these feeble men, with their 
three hundred lamps and broken pitchers? But it was 
the sword of the Lord and Gideon, and the hosts of 
Midian had reason to remember. 

And our Saviour encouraged us in the use of these 
feeble means, for they are indeed feeble in themselves. 
Looking at them in the mere light of human wisdom, 
and human ability, they are far behind the object which 
they seek to attain. But God has appointed them; and 
our Saviour when on earth, loved to instruct us that from 
just such instrumentalities, according to his will, we are to 
expect the coming of the kingdom of heaven. He sent out 
twelve feeble men—most of them fishermen—to preach 
the gospel to all the world. What could feeble men like 
these do, without power or patropage, or wisdom or 
strength? Yet they shook the whole world, and the very 
ends of it felt the power of the religion of Jeeus Christ. And 
he himself, you remember, has said, in these very terms, 
“The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard-seed, 
which, when sown, is the least of all seeds; but by-and- 
by the birds of the air find shelter and lodgment 
in its branches.” That is the kingdom of heaven on 
earth. The feeblest instrumentality in human estima- 
tion will accomplish the work which God has given it to 
do. And there is another beautiful similitude that seems 
to come right home to the Subbath-school, where the fe- 
males—the ladies of the country—bless us with their in- 
strumentality. On that same occasion, he said, “The 
kingdom of heaven is like leaven which a woman took, 
and hid in three measures of meal till the whole was 
leavened.” What an hamble comparison! and yet he 
who knew the end from the beginning, who bad power to 





OF THE 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 


HELD AT TRENTON, | 


November 16th, 17th and 18th, 
1859. 


[A Full, Phonographic Report, made ezpressly 
for the Sunday-School Times.} 


FIRST SESSION. 


Wednesday Afternoon, 


HE Second Annual Convention of the Sabbath-school 
Teachers’ Asaociaticn of the State of New Jersey, 
assembled on Wednesday, the 16th of November, at 2 
o'clock P. M., in the First Presbyterian church of Tren- 
ton, the Rev. Dr. JOHN HALL, pastor. 
Organization. 

The following is a list of the officers of the State Asso- 
ciation for the year 1858-9, viz.: 

Hon. Teo. Fretincavrsen, New Brunswick, President. 

Dr. G. 8. Wenn, New Brunswick, j 

Prof. Gzo. H. Cook, s | 

Hon. IraC. Waitensan, Morristown. | Vice Presidents. 

M.4). Harsteap, Esq , Orange. 

Rev. 8S. ¥. Monnog, Bridgeton. } 

Hon. James Bisnop, New Brunswick, Treasurer. 

J.G. Sweet, New Brunswick, Corresponding Sec’y. 

W. J. Maca, Elizabeth, Reeording Secretary. 

The Convention was called to order by the President of 
the Association, the Hon. THEODORE FRELINGHUY- 
SEN, President of Rutgers College, New Brunswick. 

The Rev. Mr. DUNN offered the opening prayer. 

The Business Committee. 

Mr. J. G. SWEET, of New Brunswick, Corresponding 
Secretary of the Association, stated that the meeting was 
called without any programme of arrangements, and 
therefore moved the appointment of a Business Com- 
mittee. 

The Rev. A. K. STREET, Mr. E. W. SCUDDER, both 
of Trenton, and Mr. J. G. SWEET, of New Brunswick, 
were appointed by the chair to serve in that capacity. 

The following opening address was then delivered by 
the Chairman. 

President Frelinghuysen’s Address, 

My Christian friends. 
gether that we may take interest and compare notes, and 
mingle our counsels on this great enterprise of Sabbath- 
school instraction. As you will perceive from our organi- 
zation, it is of the mest general character; and wisely 
a0, a8 it strikes me. It is aiming, not to accomplish any 
specific object, but to promote the general interest, and 
so to conduct our deliberations and our future operations 
that, if practicable, every child in the State may be pre- 
vailed upon to attend the Sabbath-school. That is the 
great motive. It is a blessed work. It is an exalted 
work. And we come together without any specific direc- 
tion ; without any conatitution regulating this particular 
duty, or that. Wecome together to mingle our sympathies 
as Sabbath-school instructors, and mingle our prayers at 
the throne of Grace, and to commend this great interest 
to him whose Spirit prompted it, and who haa graciously 
smiled upon it from the very beginning. 

The cause, you perceive, is one. It is a single object— 
to bring the children under the blessed influence of the 
Sunday-school. And the means are as single as the ob- 
ject. The means with which we ere entrusted is God's 
own Word; to teach that Word onthe Lord's day to the 
children of our country. There could not be a nobler 
purpose on this side of heaven, next to the pulpit ministra- 
tion. It is a ministry of exalted character. 
to take the youth of our country in their very childhood, 
and te pour npon the ready memory, and imbue the de- 
cile temper of the child with the principles of the Word 
of God. And to accomplish this object, you perceive, my 
friends, how it unites us together. Why the Sabbath- 
school teacher, by the blessing of God, can travel the 
world over, and wherever there is a child to be instruct- 
ed, and wherever the Sabbath smiles in the remembrance 
of a God-fearing people, there such u servant of God will 
be welcomed; for he touches a chord that thrills the 
whole earth where the Sabbath-school is known and 
cherished. He will be at home everywhere, and he will 
be welcomed everywhere. Ard who does not feel that he 
is at home here, and to-lay, in this Convention? Why 
the band that binds us together has been sanctified, as 
we trust, by the Spirit of God; and the chain that holds 
us has its links fastened to his blessed throne. The 
cause is one; therefore our sympathies flow together 
without division or distraction. We look out upon the 
world, and it is broken up into parties; but the Sunday- 
school party is but one party. It embraces all, it com- 
prehends all, and with its hallowed influence we desire to 
reach all. And therefore it is that this Convention has 
been instituted for an annual coming together of the 
friends of the Sunday-school, that we may take interest, 
fresh interest, in this great enterprise, and counsel each 
other how best to promote it in the future. 

Allow me to say a word on the subject of the indebted- 
ness of the State politically, to tho Sunday-school. I 
wish to dwell a moment upon the benefit that this blessed 
enterprise confers upon our country politically. You all 
know, aad it is our Loast under God, that we are a “ free 
country and a free people.” All the departments ef our 
government, the Legislature, the Judiciary and the = 
tive; the men who make our laws, and those who expound 
them, and those who execute them, all spring from the 
people. Our most sacred privileges, our highest hopes, 
rest in 4 constitution which itself rests upon the opinion 
of the people. Now, what should such a people be? Why 
we are almost as free as the air of the mountains that we 
breathe—almost too free to be safe. Now what should be 
the basis that is to preserve the institutions of such a 
people? Nothing under God but his own principles, mo- 
rality and religion. The Father of his country, in his 
counsels, you remomber, had a deep persvasion that no- 
thing else could save a people so free as we. Not morali- 
ty without religion, for morality without religion is an 
infidel sentiment. but as he said, the morality that is 
founded upon religious principles, that is nourished and 
fed and cherished by the principles of the Word of God. 
This is our safety. Now here comes in the Sunday- 
School. It rises up for the wants of such a people, It 
takes the child, the momert he can understand a word; 
it calls him out from the world to consecrate an hour of 
God’s own time; it opens the Bible to him, and instructs 
him verse by verse and Sabbath after Sabbath, in the 
great doctrines of the Word of God. It teaches him all 
that is lovely, and honest, and of good report ; it instructs 
him to fear God, to obey magistrates, to honor his arenta, 
to remember to keep holy the Sabbath day, to A all 
fraud and deception and chicanery, to “do justly, love 
mercy, and walk humbly with God.” And all this, let it 
never be forgotten, with the hope of his blessing who has 
said, “My word shall not return unto me void, but it 
shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper 
in the thing whereto I have sent it,” and who has said 
again, “Train up a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it.” 

Now, my friends, where oan our country look, next to 
the ministry of the pulpit, to a more blessed influence to 
found and ‘secure its best hopes? Here we bring the 
child under the influence of the Word of God, with all 


that is pure and lovely in its doctrines; under the in- 
fluence of the teacher from Sabbath to Sabbath, with all 
that is persuasive in his example; and thus, by the Word 
of God and the holy exemple of the teacher, the child is 
brought to feel that he is a rational and an immortal 
being; that he must fear God, obev magistrates and love 
purity. If such an influence as this will not bless our 


country we may sit down in despair! 

Hence you see, my friends, it is a sacred trust we have 
committed unto us. The hopes of your country rest | 
upon the labors of the Sabbath-school teacher. The child 
18 entrusted to your ed 





bly i lucation, and with him, incalcula- | 
oly important results for your country’s weal or woe. T | 
know thosphilosophy of this world would say of it, 0, | 
this is a very feeble matter ; this thing of taking a dozen | 
men and women, young at that, often, patting them | 
into a Sabbath-school aud gathering about them our | 
children to teach them the A BC's of the Bible—-why, | 

| 


what does it amount to? The answer to such infidel 
philosophy is just this. God loves feeble instrumentali- 
ties. He has always employed them. He will magnify 


This Convention is called to- , 


Its aim is | 


give efficacy to the feeblest means, employed it to show 
| us the nature of his kingdom. A woman took a little 
| leaven! The proud philosophy of the world might say, 
| “Why, what can that little piece of leaven do? whatcan 
it do?” But it had life; it gave vitality to three measures 
of meal ; it spread, and apread wider, and leavened the 
| meal, until by-and-by the whole was Jeavened. What a 
most beautifal representation of this very influence of 
the Sabbath-school! A woman takes it—takes the w 
of God—that is the leaven; and what does she do with 
it? Why, she hides itin the heart of the child. She 
plants the seed there and prays over it; and it spreads as 
the leaven spread. It spreads over the sensibilities of the 
child. By-and-by, it Ak the i ; it con- 
vinces the child that he is a sinner, it turns another leaf, 
and points him to the Saviour. It pervades the whole 
mass of mind and heart—the sensibilities and the affec- 
tions. By-and-by, the child wakes up to a sense of his 
| responsibility as an immortal being, and rejvices in the 
| salvation of the everlasting gospel. He awakes a new 
| 
| 








| man. What has come over him? Why, just this book 

has been opened, and he has been taught to read it. It is 
| a little leaven; it is as unpretending as the leaven which 
the woman took; but the wisdom and the power of God 
was init. Down at the depths of the heart of that child, 
the power of God has sealed his word, under the instru- 
mentality of an humble teacher—the humblest perhaps— 
utterly unknown to fame—until the whole nature is 
leavened; and the child stands up a redeemed and re- 
generated sinner, to bless God for the instrumentality of 
| the Sunday-school. This, as you have seen, my friends, 
| has been the blessed result in hundreds and thousands of 
| instances. 

I remember a very few years ago. in a Sabbath-school 
with which I was then connected, the Lord poured out 
his Spirit; and before the end of the year, one hundred 
young people had been gathered into his church, bad 
come out and confessed Christ. We traced those converts 
individually; and we found that almost every soul of 
them came from the Sabbath-school or the Bible class. 
God has blessed this effort; and he will bless it, if we, 
with his Spirit engage in it. 

One word more, and I have done. What gives an in- 
terest to this Sabbath-school instruction is that the 
teacher has as deep and anxious an interest in the whole 
subject as the child. We are embarked upon the 
sea, on the same ocean of life. We are bound for the 
seme haven; we have this blessed volume for the only 
guide; and we need it as much as the child. When we 
point him to the cross, and beg him to give his heart to 
the Saviour, we must give our hearts to the Saviour, or we 
will perish with the child. Our stake is as deep as 
his ; our destiny is as everlasting as his. Hence the in- 
terest which this canse arouses. Why, we know it, my 
friends. We need this blessed Bible in all times of per- 
plexity, to make the path of duty plain. We need it in 
a time of trial; (and who has been without trials in this 
world of affliction and tears?) we need its consolations in 
a time of trial. Ina dying hour, we cannot die in peace 
without the comforts of this blessed word. We must 
have the promise of God; we must rest upon the page 
} which tells us, “ when thou walkest through the valley of 
the shadow of death thou shalt fear no evil, for I will be 
with thee.” And in the judgment of the Great Day, when 
teacher and child shall come together before the throne of 
God, we shall need it then as deeply as the child, to put 
in our plea from this bleased volume, that he has died to 
redeem us by his blood, who sits wpon the throne te 
judge—to settle the issues of the soul for life or death in 
eternity. 

So that, in every view that we take ofit—whether it be 
the benefit of the child, the prosperity and advancement 
of our country, or the comfurt and peace of our own 
souls—this organization stands next to the pulpit in the 
importance of its influence as regards the best interests 
of society, and the eternal destiny of our own souls. 

At the conclusion of the address, the Secretary. Mr. 
SW EFT, requested all delegates to enter their names ona 
register, with the post office address, stating, as an in- 
ducement, that a copy of the Sunday-Se Times, with 
the full report of the proceedings, wonld be sent to all 
whose names were thus enrolled. The following com- 
mittee were appointed to secure the proposed register. 

C. M. Saxton, of Essex county, 

Dr. J. M. Paul. of Warren county, 
A. D. Hope, of Somerset county, 
Abraham Baldwin. of Essex county. 

On wotion, it was requested that each school represen- 
ted write the names of its delegates upon slips of paper, 
and hand them to the committee. 

Pending the submission of the report of the Business 
Committee, 

Mr. JOHN P. JACKSON, of Newark, remarked :— 
Mr. President, I came bv re to listen and to learn: but I 
am delighted to say beiore this great assembly, that all 
my early principles, all the great foundations of learnin: 
which I esteem valuable, both for time and for anuae, 
have derived, sir, as a pupil of yours; and were it not for 
this opportunity of making this acknowledgment, I should 
not have arisen. And it is precisely in the mode which 
you have employed this afternoon in your plain and 
simple address, that I have received that instruction. It 
was conveyed to my mind by images of simplicity, by that 
beautiful imagery which our Saviour delighted to employ 
when he pointed to the lily of the valley, and said that 
though it “toiled not, neither did it spin, yes was 
not Solomon in all his glory arrayed like it” It is just 
in this way, by the humblest objects in nature, that the 
great Teacher was wont to convey truths to the heart, 
and a sense of our dependence upon God for his blessing 
upon all things. And, sir, I have been prompted by 
your noble example to engage in this delightful work of 
Sabbath school instruction; and now I can come here 
with you to engage in council on its great interests, 
although some thirty-five years have since I 
studied law in your office, and received my early impres- 
sions of duty from your example and instructions. 

e are all engaged in a noble cause, who are connected 
with the Sabbath school; and our hearts should be filled 
with gratulation and love to God that we are thus per- 
mitted, even in an humble way, to “bend the twig,” and 
thus “incline the tree.’ Now, it is the crowning dis 
tinction, in my view of Sunday-school instruction, that 
it seizes the youthful mind, and makes upon it the first 
tmpressions ; it watches over and directs the very first 
developments? of the intellect and heart. Here is its 
power. And I'rejoice that we are here to cheer each other 
in the glorious work, this work of true love, for it reaches 
that love which the mother’s heart alone can truly feel, 
a love for the tnfant. None of us. after the example of 
our blessed Redeemer, should hesitate to come to the lit- 
tle child and teach it the first, the greatest of all duties, 
“ to know God, and Jesus Christ whom he has sent.” 

Tam glad I am here, ard Ihave no doubt we shall 
have a delightful season together; that we shall go home 
animated to a higher and holier love for our work, and a 
heartier interest in all that serves to promote it. 

Mr. SWEET stated, in behalf of the Business Commit- 
tee, that the first item of business recommended was the 
hearing the reports of the different County Secretaries. 

The report was accepted, and the subject taken up. 


REPORT OF PROGRESS 
IN THE DIFFERENT COUNTIBS. 


[Norg.—It ought, perhaps, to be remarked that the 
following reports of the different counties are necessarily 
incomplete, and do not give a fair estimate, numerically, 
of the actual condition of the cause in the State. This is 
owing to the newness of the State organization, and the 
consequent imperfect understanding of its aims and 
workings} 


AtLantic County. 


In the absence of the Secretary, Mr. C. E. P. MAY- 
HEW, the State Secretary, read a letter from him, regret- 
ting the necessity of his absence, and containing the 
following report :—*We did not get organized under the 
State Association until October last, since which time 
but few schools, comparatively, have been reported to 
me. The interest in the Sabbath-school cause in this 
county seems to be increasing. There are now a goodly 
number of very flourishing schools, and an effort is bein, 
made to extend them, and bring under their bk 
influence every child, that the seeds of righteousness and 
true holiness may be sown in their young hearts, before 
= seeds of sin and wickedness are permitted to take root 
therein, 

“The number of schools reported is 8, with 85 teach- 
ers and officers. and 443 scholars. Average att-ndance, 
$22; conversion of teachers, 4; conversion of scholars. 9 ; 
death of teachers, 0; of scholars, 4; scholara gained the 
past year.55; number of volumes in libraries. 1,634; 
the amount of bensvolent contributions, $88.29. The 
whole number of children and youth. between the ages of 
5 and 18 years ix 3.831. The number, therefore, under Sab 
bath-school influence is comparatively small, chough, of 
course, if reports had been received from every schol 
in the county, it woald have shown a much better state 
of things. By the next year, we hope to make a full 
report.” 








Brroex Count. 
The Rev. JAMES DBMAREST, Jr., Secretary, re- 
not organized an 


marked that his county tion 
under the at State Association until quite 
recently. Its was held on the 26th of 


first meeting 

tember. The working machinery is, however, now 
Fag Kepneon Se pene 4 not a great deal has yet been 

the way of receiving — es of L condition 
of the b & 80) t slow 
a new enterprise. 1 Jerseymen Pom understand 
that we are in a very Dutch region, but, by saying this, 
1 do not mean to say that it is not capable of improve- 
ment and has not great enterprise and earnestness; but 
it takes a Dutchman a good while to make up his mind 
about the desirability of any new plan of operation. 
And, although we have a good many working, active 
Sunday-school men, our meeti have not been very 
well attended, and it has been hard to collect statistics, 
the response to my circulars not being universal. 
“ As far as I have been able to gather them, the statis- 
tics are as follows :—There are in the neighborhood of 
2,500 children in the Sabbath-schools, which number 
about 30, with an average attendance of about 1,900. From 
about 20 schools the number of scholars is 1,831 ; average 
attendance, 1,215; teachers and officers, 289; schools 
gained during year, 182; number of volumes in the li- 
braries, 4,588; amount of benevolent contributions, 
$138.46. The number of conversions of teachers has been 
8, of scholars, 3. Deaths of teachers 5, of echolars 8. 
There are about 3,000 children in the county yet out of 
our Sabbath-schools. There is room for improvement in 
the management of many of the schools, although, in 
some quarters, progress is making in this regard. A dis- 
astrous practice has obtained in some locali of closing 
the schools during the winter season, but in this there 
are indications of reform. On the whole there is work 
to be done in Bergen county; ani that it will be done is 
guaranteed by the fact that the field is now occupied by 
organized effort.” 








BuruineTon County. 
Mr. FRANKLIN FERGUSON, Secretary, offered the 
following report :—In presenting the report of Burling- 
ton county, it will be just to say, that my ine ex- 








A delegate, Mr. FISHER, thought that the reason 
why the people were not more interested, was that no 


steps would be taken to secure a good, faithful man as capt spon Gen Ge eee 
Secretary. Hunicrdon has no county organisation. with the Yor I be the 
Hupson County. nent point of our association, as ea oan 
Mr. SWEET reported, in behalf of the Secrotary, that te taho in the eotaty us 
in Hudson county, little interest was felt in the State nearer the work. 
Association. A had been appointed and ac | J am onl that circumstances have not allowed 
but oa - saying that nothing moto ‘nthe work. 7 began to visit the ae 
could be done in their county, because y P d time ve visited every school 
to the city of New York, which had made them interested the county, but it wes provideatially endered Ghat Lchould 
more in the Sunday-scliool of that leave the county three or four og hy ge ay 
than of their own . Mr. Sweet here read a letter | that work. I never regretted life as I 
from the , regretting his ving did the leaving of thet gues to which I was fast 
the following statistics. Number of chi m in the becoming ardent! I only visited ten echoola, 
county, 11,786; scholars in the schools, 6,100; leaving | put the state of things I found there, gave me the key 
still without, 5,686 children. From schools rep@rted there | to the blessed effect which this State Asso- 
are about 4,100 with 636 teachers, and an | ciation has had upon the whole cause. I can only say 
average attendance of little over 2,600 scholars. A pro- 1 it a complete and marked success; and 
bable estimate of schools not reported, makes 2,000 | that in it a great point has been gained. It has widened 
scholars, with 256 teachers, and 1,300 as the average at- the interest from a mere local to a uni! & general, a 
tendance. Total estimate, reported and r , for bi Now it is not my Sw . or 
Hudson county, 6,100 scholars, with 792 teachers and | oy, gy #0 much as the Sunday-school 
officers, and an average attendance of 3,994. cause. My connection in the work 





effort had been made to form a county org 
that they were a to their State. In Jersey City, be- 
cause of ite proximity, they had indeed connected them- 
selves with the New York Sunday-School Union; and 
their schools were, in consequence, partly, in a very 
flourishing condition. 

Mr. SWEET replied, that Mr. V**** had been ap- 
pointed Secretary, and notified of that appointment; 
that he had pted, and he supposed had gone forward 
in his work; but at a very late Mr. V**** wrote 
him that he could not accept, that he had done nothing, 
and wanted that he should appoint some one else. Mr. 
W.H. Parmely was then, at a late hour, appointed, and 
furnished the foregoing estimates. 

Mercer Count. 7 

Prof. 8. C. WEBB, of Trenton, Secretary, remarked : 
When appointed by your State Secretary to my position, 
I told him that my arrangements were such that it wopld 








pectations have been disappointed. From sources the 
least expected, the attempt to form a county organiza- 
tion met, not with open op tion, but with what is 
often termed the “cold shoulder.” In the early part of 
December last, the pastors, superintendents, teachers, 
and friends were called together at Mount Holly,in ac- 
cordance with the suggestions of the State izati 


be le for me to conform to the 


Mr. H, H. SEABROOK, of Secretary, re- 
marked, that in his county, al 

sent a full re of statistics, 
there not to be satisfied with present attain: 
has been much done by noble men, good 
men. There is room for improvement in the 
and thorough of hing. Many schools ma be 
established, and many children are ‘to be gathered in. 

Our county covers a large emg t some 

are but sparsely settled, therefore schools are 





distant from each other. I have visited 15 schools, 
ew eee y BLN. 45, by cireular, mee 60 
schools, ora I over, as aggregate num our 
county. From 37 of these, have received 
with the following result: 2,765; average at- 
d 911; teachers and 3 con- 





laid 
I 4 

down by the resolution of the State Association, to visit 
all parts of the county. I told him, however, that I 
would do what I could. I called a meeting of the friends 
and surerintendents, and teachers of the Sabbath-schools 
in the county. That meeting met on the 9th of June, 
and organized itself into an association auxiliary to the 
State A 





The day being stormy, but few were in attendance, yet a 
sufficient number to warrant the organization of the 
meeting. 

The County Secretary took the Chair, and after the 
usual preliminaries, the hour for dinner arriving, the 
meeting adjourned until 2 —_ tog In the after- 

itution was 4 ; 


noon a P y and 
after various alterations and much discussion, adopted. 
The officers for the ensuing year were appointed. 

The desired object of the meeting, the appointment of 
Township Secretaries, was not secured. 

In this organization, so far as it went, the County 
Secretary, by resolution, was a member ex-officio, and 
was requested to call another meeting. But he has 
failed, from a lack of interest on the part of those con- 
cerned, to convene another meeting. 

On he Excelsior Sunday-School 


ith of September, the 
Army, of Burlington county, to the number of 2,500 
children, and 4,000 friends, assembled on the Agricultural 
Fair Grounds, at Mount Holly, and had truly a spiritual 
feast, and a day of general social intercourse, and mutual, 
Christian fellowship, without one sign of accident, mur- 











ever and perfect gift. 


County Secretary is under great obligation to the Agri- 


charge ;) the liberal encouragement from the Press, and 
the kind compliance of the Rev. H. B. Chapin, of the 
Third Presbyterian Church, of Trenton; Rev. T. R. How- 
lett, of the Baptist Church, of New Brunswick, and Rev. 


nington Seminary, to the request to address this first 
county gathering; as well as to many kind assistants, 


mur or complaint. Thanks be unto God, the Giver of 
In this effort, though necessarily an individual one, the 
cultural Society for the use of their grounds, (without 


Dr. Wiley, of the Methodist Church, Principal of Pen- 


throagh the county and elsewhere. ese addyesses, in 
connection with the ten and five minutes speechts of the 


iation, by adopting the following Constitution 
and By. Laws: 

« ‘ved, That we hereby organize ourselves into a 
County Sabbath-School Teachers’ Association, by the 
pointment of one or more Secretaries for each township 
or ward, whose duties it shall be to obtain statistical in- 
formatior. relative to already existing Sunday-schools, 
and to visit and encourage them by counsel and co-ope- 
ration as best they may ; to ascertain the actual religious 
destitution of their respective fields, and aseist in se- 
curing the organization of new schools wherever needed ; 
and in every proper way for the and im- 
provement of Sunday-schools; to the end that all the 
children and youth of our county may be brought under 
religious training.” 

That comprises the Constitution and By-Laws of our 
County Organization. e 

In accordance with that lution, the Association ap- 
pointed a sufficient number of township or ward secre- 
taries. There are six townships in the county, and every 
one had at least two es, some three, some four. 
There were four appointed for the city of Trenton. I took 
the first opportunity te inform those who were not 
present of their appointment and of their duties, and in 
order to assist them in collecting and making their re 
turns, I called their attention to certain particulars in 
the form of questions which they would be expected to 
answor. These questions I had published previously to 
receiving those from the State Secretary, and as they in- 
clude a number more than in his form, it may be useful 
to read some of them. They are as follows: The name 
of the township, district, or ward; name and denomina- 
tion of the school visited; name f capetntentonts num- 
ber of male teachers; number of ers; number 
of teachers who are church members; ave attend- 
ance of teachers; number of conversions teachers 
during the year; number of deaths ; adult classes, if any, 











afternoon, have been put in pamphlet form, and Ps 
for distribution in the various families of the county. 

this effort we will only say, it was blessed 
and eternity alone will reveal its doings 


et think the missionary operations, ——- 
s . sethes @ 


‘ge field for imp t, as th 





in the average atten: 

perhaps only about one-half of the children in the county 
‘istered as Sunday-school scholars. 

rt, from nineteen schools, shows : 


y statistical repo 
Number of children registered, 2,284; average attendance, 


lent contributions, $325.28, (One new school reported.) 





there were 48 conversions reported during the year. 

In June last, a County Convention was called, anda 
County Association organized ; and on the 5th of October, 
the first meeting was held at Blackwoodstown. The 


made glad at the greatly i d interest if 
the friends of the Sabbath-school. 
enable us to give an account of every child in the county, 





are any left out. 

Two years ago, a Union Sabbath-School Association was 
formed in the city of Camden, embracing Sabbath-schools 
connected with most of the evangelical churches of the 
city. Since that time, stated monthly meetings have 
been held, at which the parents, and friends, and teachers, 
and children, are invited. They have been exceedingly 
interesting, and have been kept up for two years, without 
any diminution of interest. one was said to be 
the best. We have mary zealous and faithful teachers 
in the city and county of Camden—men and women, 
whose hearts are in this great work ; and they are earnest- 
ly laboring and praying for the accomplishment of the 
objects coatemplated in our organization. 

Carr May County.—Report not presented. 
CUMBERLAND County. 

Mr. SWEERT, in behalf of the Secretary, presented the 
following, which he had received from the County Secre- 
tary. He reports from 52 schools, with a roll of 4,215 
echolars, average attendance, 3,012; teachers and officers, 
775. Conversion of teachers, 12; of scholars, 117. Number 
of volumes in libraries, 13,000. The report from this 
county, with respect to the number yet outside, is by far 
the best of any in the State of New Jersey. Taking the 
report of the Superintendent of Public Schools, as the 
basis, there are but 1,500 children not in the Sabbath- 
schools. 

Eseex County. 

Mr. C. M. SAXTON, of Orange, Secretary, remarked: 
I have but little to say, since it is only a few days since 
I received my appointment as Secretary. I went to 
Newark to see my friend Mr. Jackson, who you know 
always starts “on time.” He said he had just four 
minutes to spend with me; I was, therefore, obliged to 
leave him then, but we made an appointment for a half 
hour afterwards. We sat down together, and talked 
about Sunday-school matters. We concluded to have a 

uunty Convention called. We didso. It was held one 
wiek ago to-morrow. As the attendance was very small, 
we deemed it necessary to adjourn until yesterday. We 
assembled yesterday at two o'clock, in the Central 
Methodist Church, and we had a very large and satis- 
factory meeting. We organized a County Association, 
completed a list of officers, and had the whole proceedings 
published in the Newark Daily. 

In regard to the schools in this county, of course I have 
not had time to visit them, but I have reports from 51 
schools, only a portion of the number in the county. In 
these there are on record 8.411 scholars, with an average 
attendance of 6,452, aud a band of 1,272 teachers and 
officers. Conversions of teachers, 22; of scholars, 149, 
Deaths of teachers, only 4; of scholars, 30. Scholars 
gained the past year, 676. Volumes in libraries, 22.007. 
Amount of benevolent contributions, $1931.25. These 
ere all the items we have been able to gather in the 
short space of three weeks. I respectfully submit them. 

Gloucester County. 

Mr. ALEXANDER WENTZ, of Woodbury, reported 
on behalf of the Secretary, the Rev. Mr. Norris. as follows: 
We have never had a county organization. We have had 
considerable talk about forming one, but none of us kaew 
just how to go about it, or exactly what todo. I was 
elected a delegate, from a school at Woodbury, to come 
here to this Convention to learn; and I trast I have 
learned, and shall go home prepared to do sumething. so 
that next year we may have a report of our work to 
present here. 

I may say for the school of which I am superintendent, 
that on the 20th of January, of the 26 who joined the 
communion of our charch,6 were from our Sabbith- 
school, It is not a very large, bat a flourishing, healthy 
echool, and by the blessing of God has done, and is doing, 
great good. 

Hunterpon County. 





Mr. WILLTAM P. BMERY stated, that although he 
had been appointed as Secretary, he bad never accepted 
the office, throngh the utter impossibility of his at- 
tending faithfully and properly to its duties. Through 
some misrepresentation, his name was coutinurd, aud 


of God, 
upon the hearts 
of men. I have visited many of the schools in the county, 
and am highly gratified with their in-door operations, 
th resents a 

t e schools 

reported show but one-half of the registered children, 
dance upon the Sunday-school, and 


1,140; number of teachers and officers, 279; conversions 
of teachers, 3; conversions of scholars, 44; deaths of 
teachers, 2; deaths of scholars, 8; scholars gained past 
year, 126; volumes in library, 8,881; amount of benevo- 


schools from the different sections of the county wer@ 
very well represented, and the hearts of all present were 
db: 


The next year will 


in the Sabbath-school, and every child out of it, if there 


whether male or female; number of males in the school 
over 16 years of age; num of females; number under 
16 years, of each sex; number of pupils admitted during 
the year ; average attendance of pupils; of adult classes ; 
number of conversions of pupils; of deaths; number of 
children, as far as it can be ascertained, not attend- 
ing school; new schools organized; as to whether there 
were teachers’ meetings for study and preven systematic 
visitation of ag by the teachers; Sabbath-school con- 
certs, and if held, how often; whether there were regu- 
lar benevolent contributions, with the amount yearly 
contributed; and lastly, the number of volumes in the 
libraries. 

To these questions I called the attention of these 
secretaries quite early, but I am sorry to say that I have 
to report from but three of the six townships. The fol- 
lowing are the statistics from 42 schools in the three 
townships, Trenton, Princeton, and Hopewell ; 

















Campen County. } ? 
Mr. A. J. DUMONT, Secretary, remarked: This being 7 SS 
the first year of our organization as a State Association, it 
has been exceedingly difficult to obtain full and complete 7 : 
statistics of all the schools in the county. The schools at 
most of the prominent points have been visited by your 9 
Secre and many of the most isolated districts. There Number of a Pius? a R nt at 
are 10 townships oy 3 wards in => —. —— are “ teachers who ’ 7 
55 Sabbath-schools organized, wit teachers, and ~ 7 
over 5,000 scholars regi d. As far as statistical reports aicaed — “al a 1, oT 
have been received, there have been, during the past year, teachers 382 85 62 5s 
21 teachers and 133 scholars converted; thus showing Conversion of teachers, . 27 : 27 
that God has graciously owned and blessed this instru- | peaths of teachers, : 5 5 10 
mentality. Our schools are generally in a healthy state. No. of adult classes, 4 My 24 3 7 
Every week I hear reports of the incveasing interest in | 10° of males over 161 ears, 113 37 17} (167 
diferent conte ay county; and this interest has |". gamales x" 185 30 1s} 240 
arisen greatly from the fact that the superintendents and 
teachers are looking at the great objects of the institution pone ay kode schools, aie = a ones 
of the Sabbath-school—not merely the teaching of the | x, at eam Bi Me os 53 3 56 
letter to the eng ng the teaching them the way of | “deaths * 10 1 nu 
salvation. Having this as the object in view, many of | y Ste ‘ 
the teachers have been very successful. In one school Meee arte See Pores yoo — a 
s 





This last item exhibits only the amount from a part of 
the schools; all have not reported. The most of the 
achools are in the habit of taking up some collections 
for missi y and religi objects. Among the 42 
schools, I find but 7 that have anything like a Sabbath- 





school concert ; and 14 have teachers’ meetings for stud 

and prayer, viz.: Trenton. 9; Princeton, 3; Hopewell, 1, 
But two schools out of the 42 hay any regular system 
of visitation, except in case of sick pupils. They are not 


called on otherwise. 

I endeavored to obtain the number of children not con- 
nected with any Sabbath-school. From the Public-school 
reports I found that there were in Trenton about 1,500 at- 
tending no Sabbath-school, excepting, however, 300 in 
Roman Catholic schools, who are not included. There 
are 250 in Princeton; and the Secretary of Hopewell Dis- 
trict stated in his report that he had no occasion to or- 

nize new schools, for the whole ground was occupied. 

e reported no children in that township who were not 
attending Sabbath-school. 

One of the Ward Secretaries for this city stated that he 
was called upon in the district assigned to him, to visit 
the Roman Catholic church and Sabbath-school. He did 
so. And he said he had with pleasure to record that he 
was well received by the clergyman, and all the informa- 
tion be asked was readily granted; but while in most of 
the Sabbath-schools he was asked to make an address, in 
this case he was not! 

Mippiesex County. 

Prof. WILLIAM IRVIN, Secretary, now of Princeton, 
reported the general statistics of the county as he had been 
able to gather them, as fullows: 

Whole number of schools, 55, all but three or four of 
which are in active operation at the present time. Re- 
ports have been received by me, filling the blanks, from 
26 of these 55 schools, and a fair average may be gathered 
for the whole county by doubling the statistics hege pre- 
sented. The number of scholars in these is 1771; aver- 
age attendance, 1,250; teachers and officers, 334; con- 
versions of teachers, 38; of scholars, 64; gain of 
scholars the past year, 217; amount raised for benevolent 
purposes, about $130. 

We may thus infer that we have about 4,000 children 
in the Sunday-schools, with an average attendance of 
about two-thirds that number. Strange as it may seem, 
I have no statistics from New Brunswick, the county 
town, although fall opportunity was presented to give 
them. Why it is I know not; I cannot understand why 
some of the schools from which the richest and prompt: st 
reports should have been expected, have not reported at 


Asto my own efforts as County Secretary during the 
year, I have thought that the winter was not the proper 
me to in operations ; and that the County Conven- 
tion which I considered the basis and best starting point 
of such operations had better be held in the Spring. It 
was therefore held in the latter partof May. Full notice 
was sent to every Sunday-schcol pastor and superinten- 
dent within the limits of the county, and the Convention 
met. There was not at all such a representation as I 
had expected; but those present seemed to me to be ani- 
mated by the true spirit of earnestness and increasing in- 
terest. TheC ion was satisfa y; it gave promise 





ly 
verted, 28; sc! 
5; gain in the schools, 212; volumes in libraries, 6,840; 
amount contributed, $71.67. There are about 6,000 chil- 
dren inthe — out of the Sunday-school. 


new matter, a 
terest excited. In due time I believe we 
@ive a full and complete account of the work in our 


county. 
Morais County. 
Mr. SWEET made He SBezing report in behalf of the 
ICT, of Morristown. 


Secretary, Mr. A. H COND! 
From 17 schools re we find 1,588 scholars, with 
an @ attendance of 1,159. Teaco, SE) Coe 
conve! 4; scholars converted, 10. Gain during last 
year, 114; volumes in li , 6424. Amount of he- 
nevolent contributions, $415.40. 
Ocean County. 
No Secretary has been appointed for this county. 
Passaic County. 


Mr. A. STOUTENBOROUGKH, of ic, Secretary, 
remarked :—In our county, there are 36 connected 
these 36, 12 to the 


with evangelical churches. Of 
Reformed Dutch church, 9 to the Methodist, and of these 
one is a colored school, with a colored gentleman for su- 
—— who travels three miles to the school every 
. The Presbyterian church has 6, the yee 
3, Seas 1 1, Mission 1, Union 
scl 
I have received reports from 28 of these schools, with 
the following results: Scholars, 3,868; average attend- 


ance, 2,660; teachers and officers, 492; gain of scholars 


during the year, 235; volumes in libraries, 9,172. The 
remaini| of the table seem so im iy filled 
that I will not now them. The ,— p Ager | 
schools not reported probably reach : 

make the number attending school about 4,300. In the 


r 
z 
i 


city of Passaic, the Catholic scholars num 
500 and 600. I have not included them. 


ai 
ii 
Fe 


Sabbath-schools. 
On the 2d of December last, acounty convention was 
called, at Patterson, and we were favored by the 
of Mr. Woodruff, of Brooklyn, and Mr. R. G. Pardee, 
New York. 
SaLem County.—Report not presented. 
Somerset Counry. 
Mr. A. D. 'E, Secretary, remarked :—Mr. President, 
I had the honor of attending the session of this Conven- 
tion last year, at New Brunswick, and in 
its delibéeations. name was given to the 
of the meeting as County Secretary for Somerset. 
rform my duties faithfully to the 
peci lly to my county; but 
home, and b ing in busi 
ments, which occupied my time, and 


& 








a 
vention. At last it was determined to do so, 
as I was about to call it,a providential 
one Cove fa She Gea, oe 


to the different schools in the county by the Secretary, 
who remarked that he thought he would make an 
to retrieve his own reputation, but not of Somerset 
county, because she did not need it. Her schools were 
full of interest, and their concerns attended 
perhaps, than in any other count 
speaker remarked that very few children, comparatively, 
were not enlisted in the Sabbath-schools of his county, 
and he was sorry he had not the statistics to corroborate 
this statement. 

From 13 schools in Somerset county, Mr. Hope reported 
the following: Scholars, 1,124; average at 886; 
teachers, 213; conversion of teachers, 3, of scholars, 17; 
deaths of scholars, 12; gain during last year of 196 child- 
ren. Volumes in libraries, 5,366. Benevolent contribu- 
tions, $209.46. 


Sussex County.—No Report presented. 
Union County. 


Mr. DAVENPORT had received returns from seven out 
of the ten townships. In these were 47 schools contain- 
ing 767 teachers and 4,200 scholars, with an av: at- 
tendance of about 3,250. The whole number of ch: 
in the county is about 6,300, between the of 5and 18 
a, Of these 663¢ per cent. are in Sabbath- 
schoo! 


In these schools there are about 15,000 volumes in the 
libraries, about 320 to each school. The total amount of 
contributions for b Nh and missi Y purposes, 
$1,100. The interest has been greatly increased the past 
year b: nce with Sunday-school missionaries, 
and contributing to their su; . 





pport 
The following table will exhibit the statistics of each 
township : 

eile | Bis 
Townships. q : ee 
fR P RR 

piiciensintighteens-nigameelaaee _| 2 
Elizabeth 2011968 0 
Plainville 9] 801] 172] 94 
Lae Rahway 4| 746] 100) 72 
estfield . 6| 379 76 81 
—— . S 3] 266; 49) 55 
New Providence 3] 225] 4 55 
Springfield 2| 156] se] 66 























I find that some scholars attend more than one school, 


in the whole county connected with the Sabbath-school. 
From this summary it will be seen that although mach 

has been done, and some. 

remains to be done. In 


and ward secretaries were appointed to co-operate with 
the pastors and teachers in gee the several towns 
and wards and assigning to church and Sabbath- 
school a field for labor. ese fields would be subdivided 
into say from 10 to 3 Genes ont ee ne 
them, who was to call on each family monthly, 

personally acquainted with them, invite the children 















SECOND SESSION. — 
Wednesday Evening. 


Penta eS, dra wt 


« Father of mercies! Word 
Forever be thy adored 
For these lines!” 
When the had been sung, prayer waa offered 
. Mr. ROG: ind 
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all to her; and when she oo AE eager 
been manned and the same care, conscious 
ee eee te beds peak yh} 
takes as passes beyond his sight, 
feels no uneasiness about the result. 

And thus it is in all the affairs of this life—we toil and 
labor and sp ourselves to accomplish that which 


i 


salvation of fe ete peed eeted ong dpe 
den change, the mind ceases to be far-reaching in its cal- 
culations, the will to be as feeble and inactive as that of 
jeden Legh det one en lost all its inten- 
sity, so instead of standing out witness to the 
world the power of God in us, we become as impotent aa 
the enemy of our souls could wish. 
le, we met in the city of New Brunswick, to 
in to the Daliding apa equipping of 0 
noble vessel, that was to bear a more precious cargo than 
the ships of all the Indies ever bore the seas—to 
construct an institution that, ander was to be the 
means of bringing the children into the haven of eternal 
myer Se aol Se eae Sere oe ee oe eee oe 
pick up the ety yg bag yey ay md 
neglected little ones of our State, are 
towards the sea of death ; an institution that is to be the 
instrument of gathering the caskets that contain more 
precious jewels than ever graced the brow of the world’s 
yer py mye Ep laeny lal wg tO a 
we came 

afew moments consalted upon a few at once 
jong ~~ fh aa the institution which been 
for over the sea, and we are gath- 
ered to from her officers an account ee 

This account may and possibly will not be as 
pony ne cnet to be, but let it be remembered that 
you started her upon her voyage sadly deficient in 
that which is most necessary to a # voy: 
I need not say to what I refer—it will be self-evident to 
you before I Spee See Faget. 

One of the last acts of the Association, previous to 
ee was to elect the offi for the en- 

year. 

How carefally this duty was considered, and how weil 
jee ogee seedy odeye = FO a fel 3 

y Se> Sutaaee, trust developed as I pro- 

A re 4s the pre thats g dey glee it thi 

8 soon mt as sen! e 
Minutes Association to every pastor and Sunday- 


Burlington, Cape May, Cum! @ r, 
Hun ii : Monmouth, Passaic, 
Salem, Somerset and Warren were but most of 


Se os eS wie, ares pg I suc- 
ceeded in finding persons 6 offices rgen, 
Morris, ihevoer int Union ; leaving Hunterdon, Hudson, 








is relation to the County Secretaries, ly as but 
few of them were at ion, quently 
not fully in nature of their duties. 

I immediately entered into with the 
New York, M C iati 
in order to inform myself of the workings of 
such Associations, as the t of information ob- 
tal from them, and 2D entien of ee 





nm circular 
= I ee ak cel 2 eee they 
in comme! their w 
auxiliaries to the State ms 
During the year I have issued two other circulars, en- 
upon the attention of the Secretaries, the con- 
as 





In the middle of October, last month, a second conven- 
tion was called, at Elizabeth, to er in results. The 
spirit of this convention was 5 as to the 
friends of Sunday-schools that the work so ly done 
would be prosecuted with renewed vigor. We intend to 
hold these county conventions semi-aunually ; the second 
- ofeach year to just precede the annual meeting of the 

a ‘1 





of more than it performed, Secretaries were app 
for each of the seven townships in the county, anda 
regular county organization was formed with officers 
who at once took hold, and promised and gave signs of 
their intention to perform their part of the work. I im- 
mediately notified the several township Secretaries of 
their appoi nt, btained letters from all of them, 
wneeny accepting their appuintments—one or two ask- 
ing for further information, I am glad to say for them 
that according to their different circumstances they have 
all, more or less, faithfully fulfilled their promise, and 
some of them have been exceedingly prompt and earnest, 
in the midst of their business, laboring regardless of the 
expenditure of time and money, in promoting the Sab- 
| bath-school cause within their limits. The Secretar 
from oue town<hip, Mr. WM. W. SMITH, within a mont 
or six weeks after the adjournment of the Convention, 
| had orzanized two new schools. and these now make the 
best report of aay in the township, though they have only 
been in existence five or six months, 

I of course considered it a part of my duty, and a 
most important part, to visit every school in the county. 
I thought that was my first duty, so I set about it as 
soon a8 possible. I went to many of the schools, wherever 
I could, addressed them, put myself in communication 
with their superintendents. letting them understand the 








none oth-r appointed. He hoped that such a gad state nature of the work in which I was engaged, and the part 


| would not have to be reported another year, but that they were éxpectad to take in the State Association. I 


Brethren, we must not relax our efforts till all the 
children of our districts are b it within the folds of 
the Sabbath-school, and encirc'! in the arma of a Sa- 
viour’s love. 

Warren County. 


Mr. J. MARSHALL PAUL, of Belvidere, reported, in 
round numbers, 5,000 children in 34 schools; average at- 
tendance, 3,500; teachers, 800; conversions (in a few 
schools) 150; deaths, 20; volumes in libraries, 12,500; 
contributions. $375. 


In the main, our Sabbath-schools y be said to be in 
& prosperous ition. Our greatest difficulty appears 
to be the getting of exp dicious as well as 





He and j 
pious teachers. We look for great results in our Sabbath- 
land, both upon the scholars and teachers. We expect to 
ie growing prosperity and usefulness of our 
schools, the fruits of this Convention in uniting the 
hearts, increasing the knowledge, and furnishing in 
mind and heart all those engaged in this noble BSabbath- 
school cause. 


Mr SWEET, in behalf of the Business Committee, re- 
earing of the State Secretary's report, 

from bere of the © 2 
Adjourned to meet at 7 o’clock in the evening. 















who did not go, to the Sunday-school, that in this y will fully themeel ves. 

every child might be brought. into the Sunday, Boat these Isent es County socortenien grtaend 
This work, as may be inferred from the nnn blanks t ees each en tere their 
uaeien er of bs one of them put into the hands of every super- 
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ont who are en- 
shrined in our very “heart of foarte And it is for 
such as these that we, as Sabbath-chool laborers, are to 
toil and to sacrifice. 
Sir, I the great mission of the Sabbath-school to 
be similar to the 


that So, sir, are we to go after the ‘ittle 

ones, to be instrumental in saving them asa 
part of the lost race of Adam. 

A few years in one of the settlements on our Wes- 


woods some ity which excited her attention, 
and in her chi innocence she wandered to the place, 
to 4 little time there in playing, and then to come 
to her home. But, as the day declined, the mother 
calling the nameof her little one, heard no response. 
She anxiously went to the door of the cabin; the child 
was went to the woods; nosigns of the little 
one She called the child’s name a, n, 
and yet ; but no answer came back; and the mother 
her cottage with a heart heavy sad. That 
evening, as it happened, there was to held in that 
a meeting 


hearts n-cast 

: Thus the ht wore on 
oar Ay well nigh come, when the mother’s all- 
ear was ret to hear in the distance the 
booming of a gun, and then another and another, and 
another. It was not long ere the shouts of an excited 
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have visited, 
rs even in the things of this world, and in the 
that build us up in strength for labor {n the camse 
rist, increased an hundred fold. 
I would that such words might be spoken as that we 
+might go home “ burdened with a sense of our individeal 
responsibility, in view of what ie yet Leeageee gre fa 
“the work of Sabbath-schools in New Jersey, and home 
evangelization.” 
The work before us, and its responsibilities are big 
~with interest, not only to the cause of Christ, but to the 
i being of our State. For be it al remembered that 
- our free institutions will be handed 
-sullied to eur children, in proporti 
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We want a Central Ad 
dui shall be to bring to the notice of the County As- 
such matters JR. | be of ares, oot of 
use to them in carrying their -vork—who shall 
also be empowered to call the anpual meeting, and make 
‘the necessary ar ent therefor, And el 2 


upon hes P in the sel 

pflicere't> w is to be entrusted the practical work- 
ings of this that they be men well-fitted for 
» their stations—men that believe that “the earth is the 
 Lord’s and the fullness thereof,” and that we are but 
+ stewards—men, in a word, that have implicit faith in 

God, and believe that in his cause there is no such thing 
oT) 











fail. 

L believe also, that we want one man who can devote 
“his whole time to this work. Perhaps this is the most 
wargent want in connection with our efforts as an asso- 


elation. 

But I would leave this matter to wiser beads and men 
of more experienco—and may God’s blessing rest upon 
the future of this Association. 

On motion, the report was anuegtet, 

Two verses of the hymn, “All hail the power of 
Jesus’ name.” were sung by the congregation. 

The Rev. Mr. #REEMAN, of Newark, then addressed 
the Convention, saying:—Mr. President, that is a noble 
hymn, a part of which we have just sung; and I thank 
God that there are some hymns that Christian people of 
different denominations may unite heartily in singing. 
I thought, while we were © in singing those two 
verses, that that would hae —_ aos 
e heart, if we are 60 y at last as 
throne of God—* unto him that loved us and washed us in 
his own most precious blood—unto him be glory and 

forever ;” we'll crown him of all. 

I think, sir, that hard and cold must be the heart of 
that man who, coming to such a gathering of Sabbath. 
school laborers and triends as this, does not find himself 
warmed into a deeper, 4 livelier and a more earnest in- 
terest in this blessed Sabbath schvol cause. : 

A few years sir, L stoodin the Trumbull Gallery 
-of Paintings, in the city of New Haven. A on of 
that gallery is devoted to the historical and other paiut- 
ings of the patriot Trumbull. My mind, as a matter of 
course, was much interested in gazing upon the re; n- 
tations of the various battle-scenes in which our fathers 
were engaged during the Revolutionary st . But, 
sir, there was one picture, modestly hanging in a remote 
corner of the room, that at once atiracted my attention 
and riveted my gaze; for it carried my thoughts from 
my own land to a distant country, and from the seenes 
of strife of the last century, to a scene of loveliness and 
peace, that was exhibited well-nigh two thousand years 

. It was a pain representing Christ blessing the 
“He took them u 


in = oe, Sue 

laced haads u them, and blessed them. am 
teed mn tonight, that for me oe pees — 
more t than all the others combined. as 
— me, sir, that that most touching and 


interesting ot in tb history of our blessed Saviour, 

t ie his ol a 
ywas rd to teach us the pi Ae of the church toward 
the For, I believe the church to be the repre- 
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was in this world, so the 

ehurch is to do now that Christ has in bodily gone 

to heaven, and has amo oy hg =s oy oF og o> 
this ks t uty chure! 

| Ak. to ook after the and when she finds 


paren ye  amage Eon men; and what Christ did 
days his flesh he 


de filled the air; and the little one was soon rest- 
‘sarms. There was joy in that 
jd on that eventful night. 


ing safely in her mother's 

humble So, sir, there 
joy in Heaven over one sinner that repenteth; and so, 

sir, has been the of earnest, godly 

men women, as las of the of God, during 





Pp d to this © on, and they are only a 
part of what has been actually accomplished. I am told, 
sir, that in the ten counties which have been heard from. 
more than five hundred con ve reported 
during the past . These faithful men and women 
have gone out in the wilderness, looking for the lost little 
ones ; have found them ; they come to-day 
news that they have found that which was 
to give God all the glory. 
I know that there are many in the world, and perchance 
there are some in the church (I cannot bring my mind to 
believe that there are any present at this Sabbath-school 
Convention)—there are many in the world and some in 
the church who seem unwilling to believe that children 
ean know anything about religion. of a child’s 
is to them the very climax of absurdity. Now, 
like to ask such how old a child must be be- 
I would like to ask sach how long 
must be capable of loving its parents 
is capable of loving God? The child loves his 
as soon as he knows his nts; and the more 
of his parents, the more he loves them. Why, 
child love God as soon as he knows of God? 
may it not be that the more he knews of God, 
he shall love God?) And I should like to ascer- 
i achild may know how to sin before it is 
for him to know how to serve God? I think 
there has been a vast mistake im td to this mat- 
ter, many ayeee Oe imagine that rea ehild can 
love God, he must va versed inthe ed 
ee eater: Now, I do not despise such things; 
would not undervalue extechetical instructions in our 
families, our churches and our schools; but, sir, this is 
not sufficient of itself to eonvert: the child. The child 
may have d the hist, or all the hii 
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to memory ; yet that heart may not be given te God. 
Such instruction has its value; but, sir, something more 
than that is necessary fur conversion. I may be wrong. 
but it does seem to me that if children are properly 
trained at home as well as in the Sabbath-school, they 
may be taught at an early age (I do not pretend to sa: 
how early) to love God. As fur a they learn about God, 
80 far they may love God. 

I heard a story the other day whieh pleased me exceed- 
ingly. It was concerning a little boy, the son of a cley- 
gyman of the Dutch Reformed ¢harch. The father said 
to him playfully one day, “ My boy, tell me which do you 
love best, your mother or me?” The little boy thought 
for a moment, and then said, “ Pa, T you won't ask 
me that .” “Oh, but I want to know; which do 
pee it, your ma or me?” “Well, pa, I’m afraid 

shall offend you if I answer that question.” “Ob, no, 
= will not.” “But will you promise me, father, that 
f I answer the question, you will not be angry with 
me?” “Certainly, I will promise.” “Well, pa,” said he, 
looking up in‘his father’s face, “I love ma and you just 
alike; but I love God best of all.” There was sound 





path a Sabbath, endeavoring 
dispositions of those little ones, and to 
up for heaven; but these are the trifles 
perfection, and the perfect work when 
plished, depend upon it, will indeed be no 


how was it with those monks who labored 
of God before the art of printing was dis- 
are told that insome instances an entire 
ime was spent in producing a single copy of the 
ures; so that the young monk, nning with 
would, by the time he fintshed with the book 

i be old and gray: 


a rm, just 
ly into the ps gag? Ae wilt, any man 
pretend to say that that was a misspent life—that the 
them in writing upon parchment acopy of God's holy 
Word? sir, the work of the Sabbath-school 
teacher, is not misepent labor. He is toili 
deavoring by God's grace, to write out upon 
the child, those truths which shall live long after the 
parchments of the monks shall have mouldered into 
dust. lsay the lavor of the teacher is not misspent, 
when he employs hie time in striving to impress upon 
the child’s heart the principles of truth and of holiness, 
recorded in the word of God. 
But, sir, though the labor may indeed be hard, yet 
thank God, there are lights to the picture; there are 








encouragements? Why, in the first place, it is one of 
the easiest things in the world to please a child. And 
I will show you at once the connection between that 

. and what I have already said concerning work- 
ing for the child’s benefit; for, I doubt not, you well 
know that you cannot do the child much good until 

‘ou have oe that child’s heart; that is the first step. 

ow, sir, itis one of the easiest things in the world to 
please a child, and win that child’s heart. When I re- 
flect how small a thing it is, 1 wonder, in my very 
soul I wonder, why there are not more en din the 
Sabbath-school work. For by the exercises of the Sab- 
bath-school, not only is the child pleased, but the teacher 
himself is made to feel the better. I remember once 
reading a statement, in which the writer declared that 
he could always discover whether or not a man was - 
natured, by one simple thing; he would watch him 
when he approached a company of children at play; if 
he walked straight through the childish crowd, seatter- 
ing them and their toya, this writer would set him down 
as an ill-natured man; while if he took the trouble to 
turn to one side or the other, leaving the children an- 
molested in their sports, the writer would take it for 
granted that he was a good-natured man. I do believe 
there is a great deal of truth in that. Often I have seen 
aman, coming up to a company of little boys at play, 
march through them with the stateliness of a monarch, 

he had never seen a child in his life, and the little 
ones hawe been obliged to run out of his way to prevent 
being maimed almost. ave seen others who, when 
they saw the little ones engaged in play, would quictly 
turn out of the way, if they did not stoop down and put 
their hands on the children’s heads. And the moment 
you put your hand on a child’s head, you make him 
happy. en his eye meets yours, it returns your 
glance of interest with a glance of affection. Yon have 
won the heart of the child; you have increased the sum 
total of human happiness. You have not only made 
that child happy. but yon have made your own hear! 
happier than it was before. 
ence over the child is so simple a thing, that I wonder 
itis not more frequently done. A man loses nothing 
by it. Why, if 1 bring to this place an unlighted candle, 
and take it to one of these gas-burners, there light 
it, that burner will lose nothing, yet I would obtain 
light from it, and the sum total of light in the great 
world would be thereby increased. So, if I make ano- 
ther heart happy, I am none the loser; that one is a 
gainer, and the world at large is a gainer. 

Another fact from which we gain encouragement, is 
that the heart of a child receives impressions 50 easily. 
It has been well said that the child’s mind is like wax to 
receive and like marble to retain. 

But I mst not any longer trespass upon the time of 

this audience. In closing I would say, let usin the 
name of God held on and persevere in this work of faith, 
this labor of love. Let me briefly illustrate this point 
by an incident which came under my own observation 
several years since in the city of New York. I was 
walking down the sidewalk of one of its broad avenues, 
when I heard behind me the rapid rumbling of wheels, 
mingled with the shrieks and cries of affrighted men and 
women. rning, I sew in the distance a horse running 
toward me, evidently not under the control of the 
driver, who was endenvoring to rein bim in, and was 
unable todo so. Just as the horse and earriage came 
close to where I was standing, the man anfortunately 
lost his balance and fell in the street. The horse dragged 
him along; I watched that man; I saw him cling to the 
reins, when IT knew that by simply letting go his 
he would be safe. Yet, sir, he clung to the reins as if 
for his life. In this porition, he was dragged on by the 
infariated and affrighted animal, the distance of a square 
or more, the blood gushing from his temples, his gar- 
ments torn, his limbs maimed; yet still he held on; and 
he gathered together all the strength he could muster, 
fearing lest he should lose his grasp, until he had sue- 
ceeded in winding the reins round his wrists; and thus 
he held on. I wondered, sir, that a man should thus 
apparently, foolishly, risk his life, when by simply open- 
ing his hands he might be saved. But, sir, { wondered 
no longer, when I looked in the carriage and saw too little 
boys holding on lest they might te thrown out. That 
eecounted for the man’s actions. That noble man, with 
the feeling of a father, was holding on—not for his own 
life, he was ready to risk his own life—he was holding on 
for the sake of his children. 
Now, sir, let us hold on for the sake of the little ones 
whom God has given us—for the sake of those others, 
who in the providence of God, are placed. under our pro- 
tection and tuition. Let us hold on through toil, 
throwgh sacrifice and through suffering. In the name 
and bv the grace of God, let us hold on! 

Mr. A. WOODRUFF, of Brooklyn, next addressed the 
meeting, saying:—Mr. Chairman, really count the 
hours which we have a in this hall to-day, as among 
the ha t of my life. I cannot by any means get 
rid of the impressions made apon me by the remarks 
of the venerable President [Mr. Frelinghuysen,| this 
afternoon. I particularly admired the broad views 
which he took with reference to this great Sabbath- 
school question. It is certainly refreshing sometimes 
to find men like him, and like some of those who are as- 
sembled here, who can measure the height and the depth 
and the length and the breadth of this great question. 
There ere many men who think this Sabbath-school 
work is a mere one idea of ours—a sort of specialty. 
When they come into these State Conventions, and see 
such a convpamy as is assembled before me this evening, 
they really wonder what it is that brings us all together. 
They do not quite comprehend the fact that any means, 
no matter what, that conveys Bible truths to the hearts 
of men, lays the foundation of a republic in just that 
way in which Mr. Frelinghuysen showed it could only 
be laid. These men seem to think that this, like some 
other movements, is not one generic, carrying with it 
all the moral power of the Christianity of the age. 
They seem to thiuk that yon and I are men of no more 





in that answer, and it was an evidence that 
even ® child may know how to love God. And it is the 
pe object and aim of our Sabbath-schools to bring the 
ittle ones to Christ—to train them up for holiness and 
for Heaven. 
I read in the newypaper only last evening, of a new and 
beautifal flower which has recently been discovered in 
the State of Texas. It is called the compass flower, be- 
cause wlbjts petals peint to the north. !n-sunshine and 
in storm, by day and by night, the little dower points 
though the traveller may perchance be 
lost in the Texan wilds, yet if he can only find one of 
these little compass Sowers, he may, by looking at it, 
find hie bearings and ascertain the true, the right 
way. Sin, the mission of the Sabbath-school is to sow the 
seeds of truth in the heart of the little one, those 
seeds will spring up as the seeds of flowers and 
the blossoms will appear, beautiful and lovely in the 
sight of Heaven, aad as this compass flower points 
wards the north, they will point toward Christ. 
v in after years, he who bas been a Sunday- 
sel scholar may wander about and for a time be 
lost in the mazes of worldly pleasure, yet it raay be that 
gazing upon this compass flower of truth, plaated by the 
instrumentality of some humble Sabbath-school teacher, 
the poor w rer wilh be brought back to the way of 


§ 


peace and teousness. 

But, Deeleena there are difficulties in the way; this 
work is @hard work. So itis. But what is there in the 
wide world worth having that is acquired without bard 
work? To hear men offer this as an objection, we would 
imagine that they are unwilling to engage in any enter 

prise whatever, unless its accomplishment is just as casy 
as to turmyour hand. [f confess, for one, that [have not 
much desfre to engage im such enterprise as that. Give 
me something that will make a man work, that will ronse 
him to action, that will call forth the energies of his soul, 
and develbp the powers of his mind. That is what we 
want; aad itis by this kind of work that the Sabbath- 
school is doing the chuvch an immense amount of good. 
There ane weapons that would long have lain vusty, had 
not the Sabbath-school teachers been compelled to em- 
ploy them incarrying om their great work. 

The faithful Sabhath-school teacher will find that by 
his labors for the children, his own heart is vastly bene- 
fited. While trying to bless others, he is, in the provi- 
dence of God, blessed himself. I know that this work 
requires patience, it requires toil, it requires faith, it re- 
quires ranch prayer. Yet, all the patience, all the toi), 
ali the faith, all the preyer that the Sabbath-school 


teacher is patting forth the sake of his scholars, comes 
back to his own heart. In expending these upon bis 
he does not lose them at all. When the sun 


from the surfaee of the carth the vapors of the 
and the rivers and the ocean, the earth is none the 
oser, It is not long befdre the sun collects them together 
by hisown magic power into cloud after cloud; these 
duals gather together and they pour back upon the dry, 
thirsty earth a fullness of richness and of fatness. In 
this way, the labors of the faithful Sabbath-school 
teacher ure not by any means a loss to him; they send 
back blessings to his own soul. His outlay of toil and 
fuith, like bread cast upon the waters, shall return to 
him after many days. 

Did I say that this work requires patience? It is even 
so. And, sir, does it harm any man to cultivate a spirit 
of patience? In this rapid age, this age of strife, this 
age of steam and of lightning, does it harm any man to 
cultivate a spirit of patience? Will it detract from the 
beauty of any Christian character, if a man has a con- 
stant increase of patience? Ido not know bat that it 
would be a good thing for Christian le who are 


“a pint.” 


than one single idea; and although that is a pretty fair- 
sized one, they do not give us credit for entertaining it, 
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encouragements as well as difficulties. What are those | 
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upon him ; but, after all, he is going to reason from your 
| action, he ‘agotn to see how you appreciate these truths 
' that you You tell him that these influences will 
gave from ten thousand tations. * Well, then, 
father, why don’t you come to Sunday-school yourself 
and teach?” You reply that Sunday-schgols are for 
| children; and so long as you hold that opinion, only 
| children will attend them. We cannot make theve boys 

= girls of twelve and fifteen years of age believe 
} at our actions show tu be—a lie, We cannot make 
them see the importance of these truths which we de- 








80 momentous, unless we show by our lives an ap- 
preciation of their value. We tell them that we expect 
to go to heaven, and there hope to spend an eternity in 

ing these truths, which the angels have de- 
sired to look into from the foundation of the world. We 
tell them that those truths which are tanght in the Sab- 
| bath-schools, and which are contained within the sacred 
volume, are those truths which shall furnish us subjects 
for joyful meditation when we shall sit together in hea- 
ven A eange and range those sweet plains and walk be- 
neath the shade of those trees growing upon the banks of 
the river of life, and when we shall log the company 
of all the loved ones of God with Christ and with the 
angels. We teil how eternity will be too short for the 
| contemplation of these great and glorious truths. How 
| lly it sagaci boy think and act under 
the influence of the thoughts. “What! are those truths 
' to oceupy us eternally? Why, you do not think it worth 
| while to spend two hours on the Sabbath in contemplat- 
| ing them, in dwelling upon them as they are recorded in 
| the Bible? To be sure, you to prayer meetings; to 
| be sure, you go tochurch on the Sabbath; to be sure, 
| you listen to the minister’s preaching. But all this is 
very pe a You do not undertake to investigate this 
word of life for yourself. You are willing that your 
mo of should do so: when the words fall upon your 
eart you receive them; but when you go out into the 
world, yon ¢o not exemplify the Christianity which he 
preaches to you; there seems to be no conformity to the 
word of life outside of the family, or outside of the Sab- 
bath-school room.” When the boy looks beyond the 
church and the Sunday-school, and observes the conduct 
of professing Christians in the onter world, he takes it 
for granted that his teachers in the Sabbath-school room 
have been deceiving him; that they have been dosing 
him with a system of religion that is not suited to prac- 
tical life after all. My friends, the grand cure for all 
this is to enter the Sabbath-school room ourselves, to 
join in the study of these heavenly truths, and to make 
oar lives conform to owr teachings. 


There is something fearfal to contemplate in the results 
of this system of freezing, and thawing, and contradic- 
tion. Why is it, let me ask the intelligent thinker—why 
is it shat this process of S#bbath-school teaching either 
secuves at a pretty early age a converted boy or girl, a 
Christian, or else it hardens the girl and hardens the boy 
under these very influences ? Take the boy ef four or five, 
even though he may not have deen blessed with a pious 
mothey, and he gives evidence that he has some consci- 
ence planted in him by God; he is afraid to lie; he will 
not swear, But a few years later, even after he may 
have beem ina Sabbath-schoeR he begins to play with 
boys who do swear; he discovers, perhaps, that all that 
his Sunday-school teacher has been saying to him may 
not be true. He has, perhaps, learned from his father 
and mother that he should not smoke a segar; but he 
thinks it a fime thing to do as other boys do; he smokes 
a segar; that benumbs his conscience a litt. Thus the 
work of destruction begins. He observes his seniors, 
those who prottas religion, and he sees that there is no 
consiste between practice an@ preaching; between 
creed and life ; amd he comes to the conclusion that efter 
all the Sabbathsehool is not the place for him. The 
only way to arrest this is to enter the Sabbeth-school 
ourselves, one and all; to sit dowm together ever the 
word of life, and somtemplate these truths; then shall 
these boys and girls be converted; then sball they see 
in these lives of owrs that consisteney which will win 
them to Christ. 

Go to savage lands—go into the wilds-ef South Africa, 
and you will not find boys and girle- as desperately 
wicked as many in New York city, and some, 1 dave 
say, in Trenton. How is this? Go om the continent 
of Europe, and amid those influences: which a torpit 
superstition has brought to bear on the people, stu- 
pefying the consciences of the entire community, 
you will not find the boys and girls as wicked 
as they are in our gzeat cities. low do you ac- 
count for it? With some of the boys tat play in the 
streets of New York and Brooklyn, there is nothing so 
wicked that they dare not do it. It would seem that if 
there is anything terribly depraved in the heart of a 
fiend, it is also to be found in the hearts of those boys 
For about a month, closing a week ago, I have been en- 
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| Christianity that will save urchildren. We must co 


from this cause these youth fail to believe, who is re- 
ible when they —_ beyond the influence of the 
th-achool? Our youth must not be permitted to say 
on Sunday, in the sanctuary, we consecrate 

‘we all we are, to the extension of Christ's 


, yet, Monday ing, we go as 
@ pursui’ y wi as other men are. W 
we have solemn vows, calling heaven and 


earth to wit: ‘that we are sincere in giving outselyes 
away to Christ, we must not go forth and break those 
vows, showing that we are in hot pursuit of the thi 

of this world like those aroand us. This is not 





| every thing as chaff compared with the great business 








experienced. Especially in the State of Connecticut have 
the statistical retarns been te and satisfactory; and 
the brethren there believe it to be the best and wisest plan 
for brin, the Sund hool interest and condition of 
the whole State r direction, counsel and manage- 
meat of the State Association. 

A motion now prevailed that the report of the Business 
Committee, reconrmen the order of business for the 
“— i by the vention as its rule of action. 

second item of business was then declared properly 
before the Convention, namely : 

§ ts from Pastors, Superintendents and Teachers 
of Sabvath-schools, limited to five minutes each.” 

The different counties were at first called, and dele- 





| bringing those souls into a saving knowledge of Christ ; 
and we must count nothing—no, nothing—really done | 
until we have the evidence that their names are written | 
in the Lamb's book of life. This is a duty not only for | 
yourselves, but a daty to be urged in words of love and | 
earnestness upon your fellows, as you meet them from | 
week to week, from day to day, from hour to hour, until 
they shall yield to these solicitations, and gird on*the ; 
| armor for this great conquest. | 
Shall we doit? Yes, sir, I rejoice to know that you | 
will do it. There is evidence that you will do it. These | 
assemblies, these State conventions, are guarantees that } 
this work will goon. How cheering ninst it be to a ve- | 
teran in this cause, like our President, to see a company 
of young men young women to consider 
the t inquiry, What can we do to save our country | 
and the world ? ! these State conventions, mingling 
themselves with the springs of salvation that are gush- 
ing out from every bath school in New Jersey are 
guarantees that the future shall not be as the . We | 
are not to anticipate in the future along night of dark- | 
ness spread over the moral heavens. No; we have here | 
the assurance that this work shall go onward and onward | 
in a compound ratio. Your hearts are already beating | 
with those 90,000 children beyond the influence of the 
Sabbath-echool. Every conquest that you now make for | 
trath and righteousness shall be onward, because it will 
be carried forward by industrious personal aggressive | 
action, which you are now bringing to bear upon the | 
mass of mankind, taking these words of life as they fall 
from the pastor’s lips, and laying them, warm and burn 
ing, upon the hearts of the children. In the mass of | 
teachers, also, that have undertaken this work, we have | 
the guarantee that the futnre shall not be as the past. 
We have it also in that great moral movement which 
haa recently rocked our country like a cradle. We have 
it in the fact that this descent of heavenly influence | 
which, for the last two or three years, has marked our | 
country, has been in some sense—in a high and import- | 
ant sensé, too—the outcome of this Sabbath-school cause. 
Who are the men that have conducted those prayer-meet- | 
ings which have awakened the whole eountry? They are | 
men who, in the Sabbath-school, learned how to conduct 
a religious assembly ; they are men whe, in the Sabbath- 
shod, learned to sing God's praise, and to offer the 
spirit-moving prayer. Ask the pastors im this assembly | 
who it was that stood with them shoulder to shoulder 
and sustained them amid those accumulated labors when 
all the ministers were so occupied that searcely any 
could obtain help from his brother. They will answer, 
“It wae my 3a h-school superintendent; it was this | 
teacher and that teacher of my Sabbath-scheol.” These | 
were the men whosteadied the ark and bronght on those | 
glorious issues. What is the voice that we haar coming’ | 
across the ocean from Ireland? What is the voice that H 
we hear in the tramp of armies on the plains of Italy, 
that we hear from the snows of Sweden? It ir the voice 
of God speaking to yon and me, enjoining us tbe faith- | 
ful and to atidress owrselves anew to this great work. 
We hear the promise of our Saviour whispering to every 
one of us, “ Inas much as ye have done it unto oe of the | 
least of these, ye have done it unto me.” We hear im yet | 
more emphatie tones the promise, * Lo, 1 am with you | 
alway, even unto the end4f the world.” } 
Mr. Woodruff having concluded his address, preyer | 
was offered by Rev. Mr. BOGGS, of Fuirton. | 
The Assembly then sang the hymn— 


“Let every kindred, every tribe ! 
On this terrestrial ball, 
To hiv all majesty ascribe, 
And crown him Lord ofall.” 


After the benediction by. the Rev. Mr. SOVEREIG#,.0f | 
New Brunswick, the Gonvention adjourned till the Ok | 
lowing morning. 


THIRD SESSION. 
Thursday Morning. 
YON VENTION was called to order at 914 o'clock, tm| 


) mediately after an interesting prayer-meeting oft! 
one 


1 


The Hon. STACY G. POTTS, of Trenton, presided. 


On motion of Mr. SWEET, the Genvention proceeded || 
to appoint @ committee consisting of one from each | 
eonnty, to nominate permament officers for the Asso- | 
ciation, for the ensuing year. 

The following gentlemen compese the committee : 
Atlantic County, 
—— County, 
Barlington County, 
Camden County, 


Robert W. Farr. 
Rev. Mr. Whitecar. 
John L. Hazard. 





geged in the Grand Jury room. We made out thirty or 
forty indictments. When we came to consider who those 
offenders were, what do you'think we found? The ma- 
jority of those criminals—fifteen out of twenty of them— 
were mere boys—16, 17, 18,.19 years of age. Many of | 
them had once been under the influence of the Sabbath- 
school; but owing to such causes as 1 have intimated. | 
they broke away from Sabbdth-school influences ; their | 
consciences became hardened ;. and, instead ofthese boys | 
being led to close with the offers of salvation through | 
the perseverance and tears of their teacher; instead of | 
those golden beams of truth having daguerreotyped, if I | 
may 90 speak, the Saviour’s image on those hearts—a 
hardening process had taken: place, which only made | 
them» er sinners. It was with their consctences as 
with steel in the hands of the blacksmith, which he | 
first heats, then thrusts into cold water, and then heats | 
agaim, and so on repeatedly. This process had gone on | 
until those boys had become hardened under those very 
Christian institutions of ours—until they had been pre- 
pared for any depth of wickedness. 

My friends, what is the inference from all this? Shall 
we shrink back? No; but we mast see and feel what a 
fearful responsibility we assume when we attempt to 
adress to children t! words of life, and do not do it 
in earnest. In this history of some wicked youth in 
New York and New Jersey, we must learn why we are 
called upon as Christians to live more consistent lives. | 
Why we are called upon to enroll ourselves in this great 
Christian army, and everywhere show something more 
than @ mere profession. We must show that our Chris | 
tianity does not consist merely in hearing good sermons, | 
and then going away and praising them, or in attending 
prayer-meetings, and then counting ourselves quite | 
saints. We must put ourselves into an attitude of sym- 
pathizing love, of agonizing straggie. We must push | 
forward the conquest of truth a righteousness, with | 
the Bible in our hands and with affection glowing in our | 
hearts. We must sit down in the Sunday-school and | 
teach these words of life, counting it a privilege to begin | 
now the contemplation of those truths which shall be to | 
us 60 Sweet a theme through all the ages of eternity, | 


} 





This alone, my friends, will bring on that great conquest | 
for which you and I are so earnestly pleading, and for 
which we ave stroggling in some of those ways that have 
already beea indicated in our Secretary's report. That 
report gives us just light enough to sve how great is the 
darkness. How many Christians there are in the State 
of New Jersey, and yet there are 90,000 children stray- 





because we seem to magnify it. because we seem to see 
in this Sunday-sehool movement, that which anima@s 
and carries forward ali the other moral movements of 
the day. These men, in their inability to grasp the 
magnitude of this movement, remind me of the Franchman 
of whom I have read an anecdote. He was a little 
shrivelled-up sfeeimen of humanity, suffering from 
debility. A physician was called to prescribe for him, 
who after cousiderimg his case, told him that he must take a 
quart of boneset tea. “A quart!” exclaimed the 
Frenchman, “a quart! imposs-ee-ble! I don’t hold but 
[Laughter.} There are some men who seem 
incapable of comprehending the length and breadth of 
this Sabbath-school idea; and, sir, it is one of the hope- 
ful features of this age, that there are some such men as 
your venerable President, who can comprehend the 
idea. The world is beginning to comprehend the idea. 
This Convention is an evidence that the world is. be- 
ginning to comprehend the idea. The vast array of 


ing away beyond all Christian influences. What! with 
Christians enough to flash a beam of heaven’s light: into 
every dark cavern of sin through the entire State, we 
yet learn the startling fact that only one half the child: | 
ren in New Jersey are yet brought within the influenee:! 
of the Salbbath-school. Ah! this will not do. We thank 
God that we have this light; we thank « ur Secretary for | 
his faithful report; but, after all, it opens up before us | 
a field of antagonism, of warfare, for which we must 
here gird on our armor. We must here consider how we | 
can best do this great work—how we oan secure our 
brother here and our sister there to go into this Sabbath. 
school service. 

Ob! as Mr. Frelinghuysen’s words in. regard to | 
woman’s inffuence fell on my ears, it seemed as if we-, 
could see the women once more catching the very words. | 
of the angels, falling upon their ears as they surround | 
ed that cross on that ever-memorable morning. It 
seemed ag if we could see them there, receiving their | 





Sabbath-schools all over the land, and I might say all 
over Christendom, is an evidence that the idea is being 
comprehended. 


plate it without fear and trembling’ There is a power 
in the cataract; there isa power in the rolling ocean; 
there is a fearful power in the earthquake; but these 
are limited powers; they do not affect the state or the 
nation, even in # temporal view. But these influences 
exerfed in the Sabbath-school work are not only to roll 
down the slow eyeles of time’; they are to roll through 
the cycles of eternity. As we view this coloesal insti- 
tution, looming up before the human family, we may 
well tremble lest there should be something to switch 
off this mighty power—lest, (as some other great orga- 
nizations have been) it should be turned by Satan into a 
means of defeating the best interests of our race. Every 
reflecting mind may well entertain a fear in the con 
templation of this movement—a movement which has 
already such @ power accumulated, that if it should go 
in the wrong direction there would be a terrible crash, 
a vastness of moral ruin such as the workl has never 
seen. 

And just at this point we must watch, and see that 
whilst owr stream is thus spreading itself over this vast 
area, it is not becoming shallow almost in proportion as 
it widens. We must see to it. And these assemblies 
are seeing to it. In these discussions of means and 
measures for the perfection of our organization, we have 
a guarantee that this work shall go omward, that this 
streama shall become deep and wide and rich, tid it 
shall fertilize and beautify the world. 

In this aggressive spirit which the Sabbath-school 
movement is developing among Christians, we are just 
beginning to eatch that idea which is so prominent on 
every page of the Bible—that as seon as any mau or 
woman becomes a Christian, he or she should do what- 
ever is possible to bring others under the saving inftu- 
enee of the Gospel. That is the fundamental idea of 
the Sabbath-school as you and I holdit. That is what 
we are trying todo; the grand question is, how to do 
it. Without attempting to anticipate the details which 
will engage your attention to-morrow, I may be permit- 
ted to make the suggestion that we should view as the 
first object of our labors to bring every man and woman, 
as well as every girl and boy im the State of New Jersey, 


some way with the institution of the Sabbath school. 


within three or four years past. 





prone to impatience to engage in the Sabbatl -school for 
the very purpose of cultivating this Christian grace, 
Depend upon it they would have a fine opportu- 

to put in requisition all the pati they have; 
and then, on finding it exhausted, they could call upon 
God and his grace, I doubt not, would give them much 
mo 





re. 

This endeavor to teach children the way of salvation, 
may seem a smali thing; and the details of the work 
may appear like trifles, It is related of Michael Angelo, 
that one day a friend entering his studio, found him en- 

upon an elaborate piece of sculpture. After observ- 

ng the state of the artist’s work, and making sume in- 
uiries, the visitor departed. Six months afterward, 
esame frieud visited again the studio of Angelo, and 
saw before him, as be supposed 





the little ones, 
them, to take them up in her arms, to put her hands of 





in the same state in which he had left it haf es 
before. Apparently no progress had been made. “ Why,” 


the same block of marble | 





shall be matured and solidified—until they shall become 

sufficiently stropg to meet unharmed the first shocks of in th . 

“How shall we do this?” has been the | to week; it is well’ that you at penn ip Ange Reread 
The specifics that have Go 


} temptation? c b 4 
uniform and anxious inquiry. 
been recommended would fill volumes. 


| Shall accomplish the object. 
| Just here: Until these boys and girls can see you and me, 


| their fathers and mothers, and the great community 





and in every other State of our Republic, under the 
power and inflaence of the Gospel, and connect them in 


I have attended many Sabbath-sehool conventions 
At most of them, the 
cbief part of the discussion has involved this single ques- 
| tion, How shall we retain our older girls and boys under 
the influence of the Sabbath-school until their characters 
| 


We have racked | you m 2 

| our brains, we have searched our hearts to find a solu- ; phy h- 

| tion of this difficulty. We have adopted many expedi- | 
ents; and we shall adopt more, I dare say, before we 

For really the truth lies | 


commission to go tell doubting Thomae and betraying | 
Peter that Christ was risen. It seems as if we could wee 

Pheebe taking the letter of Pan! frora.that church in. ! 
Cenchrea, and going all the way to Rome on a Christian | 


When we consider the nature and power of this | mission. It seems as if we could hear the woman at the | 
Sabbattieschool induence. who is there that can conteu- | well of Samaria, declaring what Christ had said to ber, | 


and as if we could see those tears of penitence streaming 

down those Samaritan cheeks, when the listeners be 

lieved, because of the sayings of the woman. It seemed | 
as if we could hear Prisciila teaching Apollos with her | 
devout eloquence, and, as a female professor of theology, | 
diselosing to him that spiritual life which sent him on 
his way. My Christian sisters, this Swbbath-school cause 
opens to you a career of influence which, we may trust, 
is yet to bless the world. You are called on, not only to 
pour into the hearts of these preciona-children the words | 
of life, but to tell your sisters how ‘essed is this work, 

and to urge them on to its zealous prosecution. | 


My friend has said it is hard work. 1 kuow it is hard | 
work. But is, also, a glorious, a sublime work. Tell me, 
Christian teacher, would all the beauty, all the wealth of 
worlds, tempt you to give up yoar humble mission in | 
the Sabbath-school, when Jesus is whispering in yous | 
ear the blessed words, “In as much as ye have done it | 
unto one of the least of these, ye have done it uuto me?” 
This Sabbath-school cause, as has been urged by our 
venerable President, opens to every woman & work by | 
which her influence can be felt upon the very nation—by | 
which the foundations of our government will be laid | 
deeper and stronger, so that the currents of sin and sel- 
fishness shall beat against them in vain. Oh! let as | 
romse ourselves to new effort, to new endeavor in this | 
conquest for Christ. | 

e must strive to prevent our children from s' 
out of Sabbath school influence into vebedanen ae | 
| manner I have described. Yow have endeavored to shape | 

their characters into symmetry, little by little, as a 
seulptor shapes his marble; but, in the rough contact | 
with the world, they soon show scarcely a mark of the | 
sculptor’s chisel. You have wrought at the marble, but | 
have failed to perfect the beautiful character. Yours is a | 
work vastly more sublime than the sculptor’s. His work | 
the winds of heaven will soon sweep over; after all his 
toil, the mould of time will soon gather upon it; and the 
choicest effort of his genius will, in the lapse of years, | 
mingle with the dust. But the marble at which you are | 
laboring with this chisel, the word of God is not for the | 
gaze of human eyes alone, but for the gaze of angels. Of 
angels only? No; your Saviour will mark the result of 
your labors, will note the impression made by every 
blow, and will judge of your faithfulness. How great. 
then, is our responsibility for these youth that stray be- | 
yond the influence of the Sabbath-school, without carry- | 
ing with them the saving knowledge of Christ! Let us | 
not, by an inconsistent life, nullify all our instructions. 
It is well that you should gather these children into the 

| 
| 














Sabbath-school; it is well that you should relate to them 


| the anecdotes that you read 

‘ should use all the illustra- 

tions you can in benny God's truth clear to their minds: 

pon the history of the temple of Jern. 

| salem, and tell them how beautiful it was ; you may trace 

out with them the geography of Palestine; you may ac- 

—e them with Jewish history, and the history of 

atealty i qaeral. All this is well; I say not a 
ord against it; but I tell you that unles ese de 

children are converted, unless aay Ce 


waking up and going into these Sabbath-schools ourselves, | our labc i 8 we bring them to Christ, | 
they will not remain there after they have come to see ot has failed of its ¢ 
how large and how old and how learned they are, and | 


var Lal nd. If by an inconsistent | 
life, we show that we are not in earnest, if we fail te 


j embody in practice the precepts which we teach, and if | 








| community im Sabbath-schools ? 


| just in its infaney, and that it onght to be tested well 


| its own organization, appoint its own man, agd he might 


Cape May County, <a 
Cumberland County, James H. Bacon. 
Essex County, Rew Mr. Crowell. 


Alexander Wentz. 
Jobn A. Anderson. 


Gloucester County, 
Hunterdon County, 


Hudson County, Mr, Fisher. 

Mercer County, Rev, Richard B. Duane. 
Middlesex County, r. Ranyan. | 
Morris County, J. F. Headley. 

Ocean County, —_— 


Passaic County, 
Salem Ceunty, 
Somerset County, 
Sussex County, ___— 
Union County, A. W. Kingsley, 

Warren County, Robert S. Kenneday. 

On metion, the committee appointed were empowered 
to fill the vacancies from the delegates to the Con- 
vention. 

The following was recommended by the Business 
Committee as the order of exercises forthe worning :— 

1. From halt-past 9 to half-past 10 elchock, the Re- | 
porte of the Searetaries of those counties that have not | 
yet reported will be heard. 

2. from Pastors, Superintendents and Teach- 
ors of Sabbath-schools limited to five minates each. 

The subjects for discussion will then Sollow : 

1. How shall we retain the older chiislyen in the Sab- 
bath-school? 

2. How shall we more effectually interest the entire | 


J. O. Winner. 


P. Mason. 


Mr. W.L. EVA, of Newark, remarked that he desired 
to offer a resolution involving the alteration of the third 
article of the Constitution, as it has reference to the 
proper wovk of the i just appoi i 

The following is a copy of the articles referred to:— 

“ She officers of this Association shall be a President, 
one Vice-President from each co-operating denomination, | 
a Treasurers, a Corresponding and a Recording Secretary, 





| and a Secretary in each county, to be oleeted annually. 


In case of the failure of any of the County Secretaries | 
to accept the appointment thus made at the anuual 
meeting, the Corresponding Secretary shall have power 


| to fill the vaeaney. 


~The duties of the former officers shall be those usu- 
ally discharged by them. The duties of the County 
Seoretary shal} be to calla county convention of the 
teachers and friendsof Sunday-schools, at as early a day 
aa practicable after the adjournment of the State Asso- 
ciation; to visit as many ehurches and Sunday-schools 
in the coanty as possible, co-operating with the town 
committees in awakening and sustaining an interest in 
the Sunday-sehool cause; to collect facts and statistics 
for the annual meeting of the State Association, and at 
some time prior to said meeting to make a report to the 
Corresponding Secretary.” 

The Syeaker thought it impossible for any one man to | 
attend to all the interests of the Sabbath-sehool cause in 


| connexion with all the evangelical denominations of | 


any one county. He presumed it was desirable as far as | 
possible to bring all these denominations into active 
co-operation with the State society, and in his judg- 
ment this combd best be done, not by @ single County 
Secretary as the constitution provided but a committee 
of one from each evangelical denomination in the 
county, who should appoint one oftheir number as 
chairman to report to the State Asseeiation. 

The speaker being called to order, as infringing upon | 
the order of business recommended by the Business Com- | 
mittee, it was argued that the Cenyention had not yet | 
accepted their report as the rule of setion. | 

A motion then prevailed that the rales be suspended 
for the purpose of introducing a motion to amend the | 
Third Artiele of the Constitution. | 

Ms. EVA then preferred the following resolution as an | 
amendment : 

Rasolved, That so much of the Third Article of the 
Copstitution as provides for the appointment of one 
Secretary for each county, be amended; and that there | 
be substituted instead thereof,a County Committee, of | 

| 


| Ome from each evangelical denoraination to perform the 
| duties now devolving upon said County Secretary, making 


a report to this association through a chairman, chosen 
by the members of said committes, 

The subject being thus brought before the Convention, 
much discussion followed. The debate was participated 
in by Messrs. Sweet, Dunn, @lark, of Essex, Worrell, 
Hope, Kennedy, Seabrook, Weloh, Dumont, Saxton, Cole, 
and others. It was argued im behalf of the State Asao- | 
ciation, with its present organisation, that the plas of 
having but one County Secretary responsible to the se*o- | 
ciation, was highly approved, as to its efficiency and | 
success, by other States who had abundantly testified its | 
advantages; thet the New Jersey Association wae but 


before any charge should bemade. If the Countx Secre- 
tary is the right kind of a man; if he carries out the re- 
commendations of the State Secretary, he can raach the 
schools of all denominations, and carry on his work with 
success. Jt jas been dons > and without the difficulties 
which many seem to fear. One secretary testified that 
he had free and ready access to all the denominations in 
his county; that all were glad and even anetious to co- 
operate with him in his geod work, and freely furnished 
All the statistics required which were at their command, | 
Moreover, where the responsibility is divided, as the 
amendment provides fox, {t rests upon none in particular, 
and none assume it. Again, such organizations as a 
State Sunday-School Teachers’ Association, especially in | 
their infancy, should be as simple as possifle ; they should 
not be cumbered with intricate and wnnecessary ma- 
chinery. If desirable, the county itself could, through 


have his assistants in the shape of township and ward | 


secretaries, but let there be but one man, whose business 
it shall be to communicate for his own county to the 
State Association. 

Those in favor of the denominational secretaries 
thought two objects would be secured by the amend- 
ment to the Constitution. First: The obtaining of 
more complete statistical reports. Second: The dividing 
more fully the offices of the State Association among the 
different evangelical denominations. They thought this 
change was necessary to remove the ill-founded preju- 
dice of some who were disposed to regard the whole mat- 
ter as a denominational movement. As regards statistics, | 
they attributed their incompleteness more to the want of 
denominational secretaries, than to the cause attributed | 
by the State Secretary in his report, the newness of the | 
organization, and consequent imperfect knowledge of its | 
workings. | 

After considerable discussion in a pleasant, fraternal 
spirit, the question on the amendment being called for, it 


| was lost; a large majority voting in favor of having but | 


one County Secretary. 

This question has been brought up, and freely discussed | 
at other State conventions, and uniformly with the same | 
result. The system in other States has been found to work | 


well; and few of the difficulties feared have ever been | was not put into effect. 


| yet gathered into the Sabbath-school. 


| know its progress tolerably well. 


| almost alone. 


gates from each requested to make their reports or state- 
ments. Finding, however, that too much time was con- 


| sumed, the calling of the counties was, on motion, dis- 


pensed with, and the delegates invited to make their re- 
ports as they could obtain the floor. 

Mr. DANIEL HAZY, of Camden, remarked: We have 
an association of Sunday-school teachers, of all denomi- 
nations, which meets at the different churches. It isa 
very happy meeting for the Sabbath-school interest. In 
the school of which I am superintendent, the First Bap- 
tist, we have had 24 conversions, during the year, and 
these have been added to the church. There are many 
more in the school who seem anxions, and we have no 
doubt that before long they wiél unite themselves with 
the charch. are two or three mission-schools in 
which the good work seems to be progressing. The 
teachers love each other and seem to have one desire, one 
aim—to hold up Jesus Christ before their children. We 
all want the prayers of Christians in out blessed, though 
arduous work. 

Mr. VAN GELDER, of Camden, remarked; That all 
the schools in Camden seemed to be increasing in num- 
ber, and among them all an increased and still growing 
interest was manifested. The association of teachers that 
meet once a month, seemed to exercise a most happy in- 
fluence in increasing the zeal, and uniting the hearts of 
the laborers in the work. The churches in which these 
meetings are held are always crowded. A number of new 
schools are being organized, and many childven are being 
collected into th We are awaiting the time and ex- 


| peecting it, when’ our schools shall be visited by the re- 


freshing showers of divine grace. 

The Rev. Mr. EVERETT, of Blackwoodstown, Camden 
district, Camden county, said: We feel that we Rave real 
strength in Camden county; and these associations, con- 
nected with the Bunday-echool interests there, have done 
teuch to impart and diffuse it. The County Assosiation 
haw had two meetings the last year. The last was held 
at our place. It is a small town, and only has five ov six 


| Sabbath-schools connected with three denominational 


churvthes, but since the session of the association we 
have eanvassed it thoroughly. In one of the schools, one 
with which I am connected, we have g: ne into different 
parts ef the town, collected twenty-five or thirty poor 
children, clothea them and brought them in; and the 
greater part of them have continued with us since. The 
superintendent told me that one of these poor children» 
had expressed to him the hope that he was a child of 
God. They supplied the children with tracts, which 
they tools home into their families; and they were read 
by parents.. In my visitations last week I found some of 
thexe tractr in a family where none attended any church 
Iasked if they read the tracts. “Yes,” they replied, 
“the childzen brought them in, and we are glad to read 
them.” 

I can testiftpas to the machinery of the association as it 
works in Camden county. It is justthething. We have 
there town secretaries, Who have set out to canvass the 
whole town, and find out just how many children are not 
When the ma- 
chinery is carvie? out ip detail, | am sure every county 
in the State will feel glad that there is such a thing asa 
New Jersey State Sunday-Sehool Teachers’ Association ; 
and that its principles and plans of operation are just 
what they are. 

Mr. A. J. DUMONT, the Secretary of Cumden county, 
remarked: I have been connected with the county as a 
Sunday-school mem for a little over twenty years. I 
I remember its desti- 
tution in days gone by. IT have had the honor for the 
past year of being your Secretary, appointed by the State 
Association; and Tam happy to say that this influence is 
waking up & generat-interest in the county. I think we 
reported some sixty schools; @ few years ago we had not 
more than one-half that number. The glorious work is 
going on; hundreds of children, I aim satisfied, have 
been brought into our Sunday-sehools in Camden county 
this last year. Let us-pray that the work may progress ! 

The Rev. Mr. BOGGS. of Cumberland county, thought 
his county was favored in one respect; there were very 
few children out of thee Sabbath sehool, and these were 


+ too poor to have the proper clothing to fit them to come 


in—at least this was the plea, Many of the unmafricd 
adults are also connecte with the Sabbath-school. The 


‘ monthly concert for pvayer for the Sabbath-school is 


regularly attended, and in own town we have reason to 
hope that some interest has been aroused in the minds of 
our children; at one perio’ there seemed to be many 
quite serious. I believe that one great difficulty on the 

art of many of our classes, is the want of interest on the 
part of the teachers. The teachers need more sympathy 
with Christ ; to feel more that the great object is to lead 
the children to the Lord Joxus Christ; to drop the tear as 
wett as lift the prayer for the converstem of the scholar. 
The cause in Cumberland ceunty i# ia a prospering con- 
dition. 

Mv. REUBEN NIXON, of! Cumberland cownty, made 
some remarks which the reporter cowld only catch in 
broken, disconnected sentences. His quaint, earnest 
manner attracted considerable attention, and showed 
that his heart was in the work. He lwbors in the part of 
Cumberland county which berders on the bay, among an 
ignorant, illiterate people, who earn their livelihood 
mostly by the net. One mam remarked to Mr. N. that 
he thonght half the world lived on the sea, because more 
than one-half of hia family wore fishermen! One school 


| thatthe speaker had organived consisted of only ¢/ree 


scholars, one of whom was 58 years of age, and could not 
read. The teacher was “of neparticular denomination, 
for hovhad just come from préson: bat he knew enough 
of the evils of intemperance and crime to warn his scho 
lars against them.” 

Mr. SSAAC W. MULFORD, Secretary of Cumberland 
county, remarked that a part of his county was pretty we'l 
supplied with schools; but a pertion was qmite sparsely 
settied)and had few Sundeyschool av vantages. The 
children live eo far distant fromthe places of gathering 
that it was difficult for them to attend the schools. But 
I find im those townships where one would think there 
was the least probability of deing much, that four-fifths 
of the children were in the Sablath-sehools, and as was 
said yesterday we have only about 1,500 out of 6,000 
children who are not in our sebeols. We have, however, 
much reom to work, althougk we think we have done 
something. We formed our. association in April last. 
Secretasies were appointed in.eaoh t hip to visit the 
different schools and report, amd from the most of these 





| secretaries I have been able to obtein reports. We think 
| this is encouraging. We believe this 
| done mach for us, and will advance the cause through- 


Association has 


out. the entire State. We are glad to cooperate in the 
good work. 

A DELEGATE representing the High street Presbyte- 
rian charch of Newark thougbt. the Convention would be 
interested in the following relation of the origin of that 
churche 

Som > difteen years ago, two ladies seeing in a destitute 
part ofthe city a numberof children playing, on the 
Sabbath, gathered them into the uppet part of a carpen- 
ter-shopy finding no other reom, to imetruct them. At 
first there were only ten entwelve. After a time some 
gentlemen came in and assisted them. In the course of 


| three or four years they !mnilt a ehapel that would ac- 


commodate something like 140 children. There vhey had 


| preaching forashort timaywhenachereh was organ- 
| ized. 


We have now a substantial ehurch, two Sabbath- 
schools,one an infant depsatment. This summer a gen- 
tleman connected with the church built achapel west of 
the chaneh, and some 150 children gatherthere. Within 
the last eighteen months an entire class connected with 
the school were converteddand added te the church. it 
is unnecessary to add that this charch is particularly in- 
terested in the Sabbath- school. 

Mr. A, STOUTEN BOROUGH, of Passaic county, re- 
markeds In our coundy there seems to be an inc 
interest taken by the churches. generally in the cause of 
Sunday-schools. I wish.to saya word in reference t 
one sobool, that connected with the First Presbyteriar 
churchin the city of Paterson. So far as is now knowr 
I believe that school, is the first regularly established . 
Sunday-school organived in the State of New Jersey; an le 
in thimking of its history 1 am reminéed of what our 
chairman said yesterday. He alluded to the figure of the 
Wworaan who took the leaven and hid it in three measures 
ofmeal He said it was “a woman—a woman” who did 
it. Now this school was organized and taught for some 
time aloneby a woman. Andias the last speaker told ut 
ofaschool that was established by two ladies, we ant 
gladto admit that many of our Sunday-schools have bees 
commenced and carried om by the sisters of the church 

Inthe year 1812 er.1813—the former is believed to ® 
the date—a young lady in the eity of Paterson ccm- 
menced a Sundayschool and was both superintendeat 
and teacher. During the first months she conducted it 
After a while tewehers came in. She had 
always around her a number of scholars, instructing their 
young minds, and, to keag, up the figure used, putting the 
oo of truth, into their youwg hearts. It was fyand 

inquiry into the history amd course of her scholars, 
that more than, 100 had become the subjects of divine 
grace, and by a holy walk and conversation, had hoaored 
the profession which they had made. This lady 18 con- 
nected with.one of the most im@uential families in tine city 
of Paterson; was so at about the commencemensof the 
manufacturing interesd there, and has continued to be 50 
to the present time. I am sorry that I am not permitted 








| to use naraes, but L would say that that family haw been 


largely blessed, they have largely shared the bounties of 
Providenge, and as faithful stewards of that bounty, they 
have, with liberal and wosparing hand, dealt ou to the 
poor and, needy. They have done it, too, upow, the prin- 
ciple that “the lef hand should not know what the right 
hand dveth.” 

In the year 182%, I believe this school was te only one 
in the place. It bad in it Baptists, Presbyterians, Metho- 
dista, and I think one or two other denominations; and 
I hope I shall be pardoned for bringing myself in during 
that year. While a mere youth, 36 years ago, I had the 
privilege of being a teacher in that school, and among 
the number of those who were first in it when it was in 
itsinfancy. 1¢ has been found that six or eight have be- 
tome ministers of the gospel, two of them. missionaries 
of the cross im heathen lands. One is now a noted divine, 
and president of a College. . . 

Hence we see how the Swnday-schood in its results for 
good spreads and widens. 1n a conversation which I had 
with this kady a few days ago, she related to me many 
things of interest in regard to her school. There — 
in once two little girls, little bits of things, bareheaded, 
barefooted, and dirty to such a degree that she did not 
know what to do with them, for she could not seat them 
with the other children. They came the second time. 
She said to them, “ Do you wish to come to this school! 
“ We do,” they replied. She then provided them with 
proper clothing. They came a few Sabbaths, and then 
told her that their clothing was gone. Where had it 
gone? Their mother had taken it, and for a purpose that 
will make every Sunday-school teacher in this house feel 
the necessity of urging upon their scholars the duty 
of total abstinence from all intoxicating beverages. But 
these children grew up and became respectable meouabers 
of society, and one of them an example of piety in oe 
city. These are some of the results of Sunday-schou 
instruction. I might mention others. 

The Rev. Mr. SWAIM, of Flemington :—I believe I am 
the only one from the county seat of Hunterden. I ~ 
gret that no report has been made from that county. 


| called upon the County Secretary a few days since, ° 


make some inquiries in regard to it, and found he had 


i r had 
| done nothing; and he regretted very much that he b . 
| been app vinted, not from a want of interest or capacity, 


but from a want of time. Thus the whole work of this 
association for that county has fallen through. - 
The design of the brethren to alter the constitution 
was, that just such cases as these might be supplied —no° 
because the constitution itself was not good enough, but it 
{ And as one man is more likely 





























to fail than 


several, some supposed that by having seve- 
pal, the work would ed 


more likely afoot A... 4. rae 
rinciple that a revolver of six more 

way oe kill a man than a pistol of one barrel, for if, 

latter is used a man has to be “a dead shot! 

this third article is to be carried out, it devolves upon 

the nominating committee re put ina man who will do 

‘k, and do it thoroughly. 

| have had the pleasure of making addresses at some four | 

or five Sanday-schvol celebrationsaround the centres of the | 

county, and have noticed that there is a decided im- 

provement in the cause. The attendance 


in the — 
i ; the rs for the scholars and t rs 
Ine aca tio ‘witely circulated, and the contributions 
to benevolent objects enlarged. Some conversions also 
have been reported, and the libraries have much im- 
roved, But there is one thing not quite so favorable. 
Vhile we can say that almost all the children, around 
the centre of the county at least, are athered into the 
Sabbath-school, and a particular effort has been made in 
that direction, there is another direction in which there 
is great lack, It is that very few of those who are above 
sixteen or seventeen years of age attend our schools. I 
hope the question will be agitated and thoroughly dis- 
cussed, and provision be made especially by the be py 
Secretaries, and by this Association to enlist this class 
people. I presume as & general thing this lack is found 
in all our counties. Now let us answer one aan 
here. How old ought a child to be before he leaves the 
Sabbath-school? How long should he stay in? A stu- 
dent once asked a professor this question and he o 
swered, “As long a8 he can see with spectacles! That 4 
my idea. [have seen old men and ladies in ngs 
Bible-classes in some parts of New England where = 
system of having old classes is carried out more eff- 
ciently. I hope to see the day when our Tg Oe 
rally will be gathered into the Sabbath-school, instead o 








are in the school as teachers or scholars. Now the in- | 
struction is this. bership of i 








This week-day | 





If the r | 
were to take hold of the matter generally, and come into — 
the schools for the study of the ey on would have 
no trouble with your young men 
school. It will be manly and fashjonable to ‘ 
again, great interest is taken in the infant classes. O, it 
is a great thing to get these little ones as they are just 
beginning to read. and before, and let their first instruc- 
tions be from the Holy Bible. 

In many of our schools much time is devoted to sing 
inz, and with good results. a ect 
Si E. COOK, of New Br ’ 


rticularly, but on every da: Me pnd 
Pe finked us together: on Sunday morning, | 
I would find all my boys at the Sabbath-school. | 
b de i y scholars | 


very opp to bring m 
together during the Weok. We bad what we called 
“Mutual Improvement Societies,” at the meetings of 
which some of the teachers would geuerally p 
exercises consisting in chief of diecussious by the toys 
on wh topic might be assigned. Then we had our 
quarterly tea-meetings, in which the young men and 
young Women met together, not to feast on the things of 








fq county, 

:—Inasmuch as our County Secretary vepertes 

ee from New Brunswick, I wish to say that it 

was owing to the fact, that the township Secretary did 

not furnish blanks to the superintendents of the various 

schools, in consequence I may say, of a very severe 
affliction in his family for the last few weeks. 

1 have the pleasure of being superintendent of one of 
the schools. I feel that I love the work. It has pleased 
the Lord in his providence to take from me, almost all 
of my own family—seven out of my eight children, and 
now in looking upon other children, I feel a r in- 
terest and love for them, than I ever should have done 
had he spared me mine. I have long since devoted 
myself in some measure, to the work of ooking after the 
little ones. Again, I say, I love the work. I feel I 
have been blessed in pro- cong 

We have in our city a Sunday-School Union, composed 
of all the friends of the Sunday-school. We meet 
monthly for social worship, and to compare notes. 
There are among us about fourteen schools, and about a 
hundred children in each, on an average. ey are 

robably as flourishing as in other parts of the State; 
But there is I think a want of zeal. We want more 
piety, more ardent devotion. Our statistics leave us at 

i, a th 





spending the in their own idle and wicked p 
, Mr. KOBERTW. FARR, of Bergen county: There are 
so few delegates from our county that I feel called upon 
to make @ few remarks about a school in which I feel 
great interest, at Lodi. This is 4 small manufacturing 
place, but it sees many changes. We have many going 
and coming. Therefore, our Sunday-school never stands 
at one point; it is sometimes high, sometimes low in 
numbers. We increased 58 last year. At our last anni- 
versary, at Christmas, we had 168 children on our books. 
I have looked over the report and find that this year we 
have diminished 24. This is not owing to want of zeal 
with the teachers, for we make it a point of duty as 
soon as a new family comes into the village, to make 
inquiries. If they are not Roman Catholics, we have the 
children into our school. Ours is a union school. All 
denominations are represented in the teachers, save the 
Catholic. We have there Wesleyans, New and Old School 
Presbyterians, Baptists, Congregationalists, &c., &e. e 
all work in harmony. have been connected with the school 
tor six years, and in all that time I have never seen adiseen- 
sion among the teachers upon any doctrinal matter. Every 
teacher has his heart in the work. I have that confidence 
in them all. We don’t wish to have any other sort of 
teachers. Limpress upon them the duty, the absolute 
necessity of looking after absentees. It may be the child 
ix wick, and if not visited within the week, it may die, 
and thus be neglected by its Sunday-school teacher. We 
are blessed with a kind Christian patron, so that we 
want for nothing in a pecuniary view. If any alteration 
er enlargement is needed, we have only to say so and it 
is done tor us—the money is ready. We have not, thank 
4iod, the difficulty that may schools experience in the 
want of means to carry on the good work. 

The only thing which grieves me is, that we cannot get 
those to be teachers always who are Christiane. We are 
obliged to take whom we can get. But I cannot think 
that any Will enlist in the work, except there be in his 
or ber heart some good thing towards the Lord God; 
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therefore, I take all who will engage. We have eighteen | 
teachers there, but O, I am sorry to have to report that | 
only ten of them are enrolled on the church book. Now 


I would not exclude amy from taking a class in the Sun- 
day-school, but I should indeed feel that that school was 
the better taught, that every class was fed with the 
freshest bread and the purest water of life and salvation, 
that was instructed by a teacher who was a member of 
the church of Christ. This, dear brethren, I have felt 
more and more every Sabbath, as I go into my school, 
I look around and count how many teachers are 
ashamed to come and declare themselves to be on the 
Lord's side. 

We trust that this year the school will increase more 
than it has diminished the last. We always increase 
aome towards the end of the year. and partly for this 
reason. We have at that time our anniversary, when 
there is public speaking by the children, and a great | 
treat afterwards. This has been the means of bringing 
in a great many who otherwise would stay outside. We 
endeavor to visit every house in the district, and bring all 
into the schoel, save the Roman Catholics, who have a 
achool of their own. 1 don’t think you could go through 
the village of Lodi now, and find five children not con- 
nected either with our school, or the Roman Catholic 
school. ° 

Mr. FISHER, of Hudson county, represented a school 
in Jersey City, organized but a year anda half ago. It 
is connected with the Third Reformed Dutch church. | 
The school doubied during the first year, and in the last 
six monthe it has increased 25 per cent. One great 
means of ite prosperity has been the interest which the 
pastor of the church has taken in it. We have endea- 
vored to act. not independently, but in connection with 
the church, and in all our movements have been aided 
by their cownsels, their prayers and their kind assistance. 
During thepast three months we have made eapecial 
efforts in regard to benevolent contributions, and have | 
raised abect $125, among our 105 scholars, the average | 
attendance. That is about one dollar for each child dur- 
ing the three months. For the year past the collections 
have been over $200. We have a Youth’s Missionary 
Society, which meets every three months. We take pains 
to get for these meetings interesting speakers. During 
the last three months this society presented the school 
with an entire new library, and also a library for a mis- 
sionary in‘the western part of Ohio. 

We have 19 schools in Jersey City. 
tendamce is nearly 4.000. We have two large end flour- 
ishing mission-schools. A few months ago a band of 
brothers commenced a school with 5 scholars, and now 
there are between 70 and S80 in attendance. God has 
graciously blessed our efforts in the conversion of many 
souls. Inthe school with which Tam connected, the 
pastor tells me that of the 20 that have been admitted to 
the church the past year, ten have been either teachers 
or scholars in the Sunday-school. ye have not organ- 
ized in Jersey City a Sabbath-School Association. -We 
retain our connection with the New York Sunday-School 
Union, because we are so contiguous to that city. We 
have felt the importance of having a meeting once a 
month to talk over matters of interest tothe cause. We 
in Jersey City are alive to the work; and if you give us 
an ecient Secretary for Hudson county, you may depend 
upon our hearty co-operation. 

A DELEGATE: At the organization of one of the mis- 
sion«chools in Jersey City, that my brether Fisher 
alluded to, [ was present and aided. The first Sabbath 
it had two little boys—we had more teachers than pupils. 
We resolved ourselves into a committee of the whole, 
districted the city, appointed one to each district, to can- 
vass it as far as possible during the following week. As 
the resulton the following Sabbath, we had gathered in 
Sfortysive children. The third Sabbath we had sixty; the 
fourth, eighty; the fifth about one hundred—and so on 
until.we had our place of meeting crowded te overflow- 
ing. The school has been in effective working ever since. 

Ancther school with which I have had a connection 
during the past few years, was commenced ina littie sheep- 
pen o@ cow-stable in the suburby of the city. In ashort 
time # resulted in the erection of a house of worship, 
and at the anniversary of that very school in May last 
theresvas a turn out of over 400 teachers and scholars. 
During the past 3 or 4 years there has been an average 
of some 20 to JO conversions in the school. Ae brother 
Fisher has remarked, so far as my knowledge of the cause 
in Jereey City goes, there is a deep and growing interest 
manifested, and [ trust by the blessings of God upon us 
we she!! go on and avitness yet greater results. j 

Mr. A. D. HOPE, of Somerset county: Our county is 
one of the most thiekly settled in the State, and one in- 
doctrinated many years in the good seed of the word. 
This seed has taken soot there; and perhaps in no county 
in the:State is more interest taken inthe subject of Sab- 
bath-echool instructiea, and more children in propertion 
to the population in our schools from Sabbath to Bab- 
bath—although we enly presented here the statictics 
from some 15 echools. : 

Iam sorry 1 cannet give statistics, but I bring this 
general information, and rise particularly to call on the 
Rey. ®r. Cole, to give us further information. I may 
say that God’s Holy Spirit seems tobe moving on the 
hearts of many of our children, and this is always en- 
comraging news to the Sunday-school teacher. 

The Rev. DAVID COLE, of Somerset county, remarked : 
I do net know that I have any special remarks to make, 
although I have been caited upon. I have only been a 
reside of the county fer one year past, and in conse- 
quence I know very little of the rest of the county about 
my fielé--[ am pastor of & Reformed Dutch church. In 
my neighborhood there ase three churches—one Metho- 
dist, the other two of my ewn denomination. I think I 
may say that the work of grace is quite marked in its 
presence at all three. 

In regard to my own Sandéay-school, I can say it seems 
to me, unless I am greatly mistaken, that we are tho- 
roughly alive. We have living, whole-souled teachers. 
I think at this present time they are baptized in his 
Spirit, and feel upon them, each one for himself, the bur- 
den of souls. Like most other schools, we have those as 
teachers, notin communion With usin the church, who 
are not profeesors of religion, although I hope they are 
thoughtful, fer 1 should be far from supposing that any 
one interesteé in a Sunday-sckool could be otherwise 
thanthoughtfa!. It seems to be, at any rate, a respectful 
attitude toward the church of Christ, and the work of 
saving souls, 


The average at- 
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| d children not yet in our Sunday-schools. 
Where is our love for the Saviour? Where is our zeal in 
his cause? 0, if we were all enlisted in the work as we 
should be, there would be more of our children onder 
instruction in these blessed schools. 

I will refer to but one school particularly—a Baptist 
school in the city. We have about 150 in attendance; 
and perhaps if we “compare ourselves with ourselves” 
and others, which by-the-by “is not wise” we are ina 
very prosperous condition. We have a flourishing infant 
pei of fifty little ones. This is a stepping-stone to 
the other school. There we draw them in, as soon as 
they can walk almost, and instruct them. They sing 
most lovely; and I delight to be in that department, 
better than in any other in our school. When strangers 
visit our school, and are taken into the infant depart- 
ment, we can hardly get them out again. Some thirty 
in our school of 150, ure members of the church, and 
give good evidence that they have been born from 
above. My heart is in this work. I feel it is one in 
which we should all engage. We should never give it 
up, but imbued with the spirit of our Saviour, “love 
for the little ones” should be our motto, and the banner 
under which we labor. 

Mr. MILLS, Mayor of Trenton, remarked :—In this city 
the Young Men’s Christian Association, organized a school 
called “ Mission School, No. 2,” ina destitute part usu- 
ally called “the Swamp.” It was regarded as a very 
hazardous thing even to go there, much less to organize | 
a Sunday-school, But one was organized, and it is now 
in successful operation. They were pleased to appoint 
me superintendent, and I have been performing the du- 
ties of that office for a year and a month. The school 
is composed principally of adults, colored people. There 
are about sixty colored scholars and twenty whites. 
About one-half of both classes are adults. 

So far as the results of the school are concerned, 1 
would state briefly, that it has been remarked by the 
police of our city, that that Sabbath-school is much 
stronger then the law to suppress vice and immerality. 


with each other, aud to be stimulated in love 


for the Sabbath-school. 
ng 

no difficulty in retaining our older schvlars in the Sun- 
day- In a school of 1,40 scholars, we had 400 
over the age of 14 = [Time nate) 

A DELEGATE from Union County. —If #e would re- 
tain our vlder children in the Sabbath-sc! we most 
interest them, How shall we interest them? if we wish 


to interest those who are grow! manhood and 
wi , we must expect to give time and study to 
the work, aud to show ourselves in earnest. 

dents will tell you that sometimes in our 8 

‘ou may see the teachers, before the expiration of school 
jours, sitting back, engaged in reading Sunday. 
8c papers, as if they had nothing more to do for their 
scholars. Such things show a lack of interest in the 

em of teachers—a want of earnest preparation for the 

work, 

A few weeks ago, at a convention in Union county, a 
venerable minister of the gospel, Rev. Dr. M a man 
of hoary locks, remarked that he should not think of 
going before his Suuday-school class unless he had made 
preparation for it. ink of that, my feliow-teachers, 
who are yet young in life, or even you of middle age—a 
venerable man of God, who has proclaimed the gospel for 
nearly half a century, would not think of going before a 
class of young men or young ladies, to teach them, unless 
he had made some preparation for it. 

In a sermon delivered some ten years ago by that good 
old maa, he desired all his hearers to commence at once 
to read the Bible through in course. I was one that 
commenced about that time, and from that day to this I 
have been engaged in reading the Bible through in 
course. Yet I can testify that I should not feel capable 
of going before a Sunday-school class unless I had made 
some preparation for it. Yes, my dear friends, [ have 
seen the time when I have spent the whole night in pre- 
paration for my Sabbath-school class, and after ali did not 
feel prepared for the responsibility. 

My Christian friends, we need to have our whole hearts 
and souls engaged in this matter; we need to feel the 
deep importance of the work. Not until we are thus im- 
pressed with the momentous nature of our calling, shall 
we be enabled to interest this beloved class of youth. Let | 
us then begin to feel more interest in this matter; let us 
be in earnest about our preparation. Working thus, we 
— under the favor of God, see speedy fruite to our 

abors. 

A DELEGATE, [name not announced.}—The question 
now before us is, 1 suppose, the most difficult of all ques 
tions in regard to the promotion of the Sabbath-school 
cause. In — upon it, we can only each tell our 
experience. Each has his own field; and what might be 
adapted to one, would not be to another. 

1 have thought that we make too marked a division be- 
tween the Sabbath school and the Bible-class. One bro- 
ther has spoken of taking his Sunday-school teachers out 
of the Bible-class, as if to say that the Bible-class is not 
connected with the Sabbath-school. In the six schools 
belonging to my charge, we have found it advisable, (and 
the plan has been tested by nearly twenty years’ practi- 
cal working under the system,}—we have found it advi- 
sable to have a Bible-class in connection with every Sab- 


up to 




















Much good indeed, has been done in that destitute, pro- 
fligate portion of the city. Ithas been the means of 
driving out of the neighborhood some of the sinks of 
iniquity there. The dram-selling shops, and houses of bad 
character, have actually been compelled to leave the 
place, because of the tellaimos of the school. 

We find that oral teaching, the narration of some 
Seriptural historical fact, takes great hold on the minds 
of the people. They often come to the superintendent, 
and inquire where such and such a history is to be found 
—they will get their Bibles, mark the place, and go home 
to read it for themselves. We are sowing the good seed 
there, may it ripen unto eternal blessedness in many 
souls! 

The CHAIR remarked, that as the hour for adjourn- 
ment had arrived, he desired to say a word or two. In the 
first place the condition of his eyes, was such as to make 
it imperative on him to resign his position a8 President 
of the Convention. In doing so, he wished it to be 
known that his whole heart was in the work. “1 bid 
you God speed, in a cause which of all others, is of the 
greatest importance for the future of our country. If 
the Bible is to be prohibited in the common schools of 
our country, which seems to be the direction of public 
sentimeut in many parts of it, the Sabbath-schools scas- 
tered throughout our great republicare the only anchors 
of our hope as anation.” 

Adjourned to meet at 21% o'clock, P. M. 


FOURTH SESSION. 
Thursday Afternoon. 
Ts Convention reassembled at 214 o'clock. A. J.DU- 
MONT, Esq., of Camden, acting as President. 


Prayer was offered by the Rev. DAVID COLE, of East 
Millstone. 


Election of Officers. 


The Committee to nominate officers for the year 1859 
and ‘60 reported the following list :— 


President, Hon. Tueo. FRELINGRUYSEN, 
{ Rev Tomas Swan, of the Baptist Church. 
| Rev. Dr. H. N. Witson, of the Ref. Dutch. 
v | Rev. Dr. 8. J. Barn. of the O. S. Presby’n. 
Presidents. | M. W. Dopp, Esq., of the N. S. Presby’n. 
Rev. Dr. J. 8. Porter, of the Methodist Epis’l. 
\ Hon. B. Witiamson, of the Prot. Episcopal. 
Treasurer—A. D. Hope, Esq. 
Corresponding Secretary—J. G. Swert, Exq. 
tecording Secretary—J. H. Frazer, Esq. 


ice 


| 
| 
| 


County SEcRETARIES. 

Rev.C. E P. Mayhew. 
Rev. James Demarest 
Franklin Ferguson, Esq. 
A.J. Dumont, Esq. 
Rev. Mr. Williamson. 
Israel Miller, Esq. 

C. M. Saxton, Esq. 
Alexander Wentz, Esq. 
Alfred H. Barber, Esq. 
Washington Hasbrouck, Es. 
Dr. 8.C. Webb. 

T. Romeyn Beck, Esq. 
i. 1. Seabrook, Esq 
Wm. Broadwell, Esq. 
Rev. W. F. Brown. 

R. Stoutenborough, Esq. 
T. V. Rusling, Esq. 

Kew. David Cole. 

Rev. ‘C. Clark. 

Pr. J. M. Paul, Esq. 

Silas Davenport, Esq. 

It was moved and secomded that the report of the 
committee be adopted. The motion was agreed to; and 
the foregoing were chosen as the officers of the Asso- 
ciation. 

It was moved that the Convention proceed to discuss 


Atlantic County, 
Bergen County, 
Burlington County. 
Camden County, 
Cape May County, 
Cumberland County. 
Essex County, 
Gloucester County, 
Hunterdon County, 
Hudson County, 
Mercer County, 
Middlesex County. 
Monmouth County, 
Morris Connty, 
Ocean County, 
Passaic County, 
Salem County, 
Somerset County, 
Sussex County, 
Warren County, 
Union County, 


shall we 
school?” The motiou was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. J. G. SWEET, friends of the Sunday- 
school cause from other States, were invited to partici- 
| pate In the discussions of the Convention. 


First Tepic. 


A DELEGATE (name not announced,) said :—I fully 
adopt the suggestion thrown out last evening, that it 
is impossible to interest the elder children in the Sun- 
| day-school, unless the weight of parental influence be 

thrown into the cause. In the school with which I am 
connected, the question now before us has been a matter 
of grave consideration. The reflection whick I have 
given to the subject has conviaced me that the great 
difficulty in awakening an interest in the Sabbath- 
school, has arisen from the fact, that we have-to an un- 
due degree considered ourselves as doing business with 
| children—little children. The character of our lessons 
and the whole course of procedure have been too fre 
quently adapted to reach this one class, tothe neglect of 
minds more advanced toward materity. 

Frequently when I have met these youth, and have 
asked them to come into the Sunday-school, I have 
been met by the retort: “Why, I didn’t know that 
your instruction was intended for «e. We have never 
been asked before: we have been passed by.” This is 
one thing that has operated as much as anything else 
to keep out the older children. 

Another thing that has operated has been the want 
ef interest in the Sunday-school cause exhibited by 
pastors and consistories, and the okder members of 
whurches. Who are the teachers in our Sunday-schools? 
They are not the men of gray hairs—the men of mature 
thought and well-established Christian character. 
Until recently, when I wanted teachers, 1 was obliged to 
get them from the Bible-classes, I not having the co- 
operation as I now have, of the elder members of the 
church and of the consistory of the church. If we 
could more generally enlist the elder chureh-members 
as Sabbath-school teachers, we should more successfully 
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We are thoroughly organized, under a constitution, 
which. however, we are about to amend in some impor- | 
tant particulars. We have a teachers’ meeting, in addi- | 
tion to other meetings. We have five evenings of the | 
week occupied, and in addition & Sabbath-school teach- | 
ers’ prayer-meeting, for instruction and consultation on | 
the lesson to be breaght before the classes on the Sab- 
bath. The word of God is studied, and 1 hailit as a good | 
eign that true religien is a work of the understanding, | 
as well as of the heart. Through the medium of the un- | 
derstanding truth reaches the affections, and the soul | 
becomes consecrated to God. | 

With reference to the county, I have had the privilege 
of addressing several gatherings, large and enthusiastic, 
and it does seem that we are awake. In view of the past 
especially, I think it may emphatically be said of our 
county that not many are now running the streets on the 
Sabbath, out of our Sabbath-schools, 

One word farther. Something has been said here 
about the incompleteness of the reports made. I for one, 
and | know many join me, have been astonished at their 
completeness, considering that this Association is but 
one year old, If we go on in the same heart and spirit 
that seems to be manifested, and I believe is beating in 
all good hearts throughout the State, we shall have 
glorious advances to report the next year. Brethren, no, 
brothers—for that is a dearer term—I1 say God speed 
you: 

On motion, the committee appointed to nominate offi- } 
cers for the ensuing year, were directed to make their } 
report as soon as practicable. | 
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Place of the Next Annual Meeting. 


The subject of appointing a place for the next annual 
meeting of the association being introduced, three cities 
contended for the honor; namely, Newark, Jersey City, 
and Camden, Thelatter two were finally withdrawn as 
candidates, and a unanimous vote given for Newark. 
The details as to time, &c., were left to the county organi- 
zation. 


| 


i 
| 
| 
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Mr. H. H. SEABROOK, of Monmouth county: I de- 


sire to say a word or two upon the question which seems 
to have been almost entirely overlooked—How shall we 
get in and retain the older children ? 

At Newtown Point, the men of business—nearly all 
the influential men in the church, are in the Sabbath- 


school. 


What is the cousequence? All our young men 





gather the larger children into our Bible-classes, and 
there retain them. 

In regard to my own school, I endeavor to adapt the 
services as much to the older children as to the younger, 
I frequently get gentlemen to address the scholars, and 
to talk, not this “ baby talk” which we too often hear in 
our Sunday-schools, but to talk in sucha manner as will 
interest the class that we desire particularly to reach. 

Mr. FARR, of Lodi, Bergen County :—Mr. Chairman, I 
ama young man; yet I have had a good deal of expe- 
rience in Sabbath-school matters. I have visited and 
been in correspondence with many of the large Sabbath- 
schools in London, Liverpool and Manchester. In Eng- 
land, there does not seem to be the same difficulty that 
is experienced here in regard to retaining the elder 
scholars. I saw there a class of forty, in which there 
were three generations—the father, the son and the 
grandfather. The elderly persons are as regular in 
their attendance as the smaller children. In all those 
large schools, separate rooms are provided for the teach- 
ing of the elder classes. When the wholo school has 
assembled and the opening exercises are concluded, the 
elder classes of each sex retire to a separate room. 
There. after uniting in prayer, proceed to the lesson 
that has been assigned. When the consideration of the 
lesson is finished, they return into the large room, 
where all unite in singing. If any one is present to 
give an address they all listen; for I have yet to learn 
that what will interest the young child, will not also 
interest the grow: -ap person. 

There the intercourse of the teacher with his scholars 
is carried into every day life. Thus the affection of the 
children is won. I have seen teachers who in the Sab- 
bath-school, would seem kind and affectionate toward 


the first question on the order of exercises :—* How | 
retain the older children in the Sabbath- | 


| th 


bath-school. The Bible, after all, is the great sub- 
ject matter of Sabbath-schogl inetruction. The younger 
scholars will be interested in committing and rehearsing. 
These children, however, reach in time the age at which, 
as a brother has said, parental influence might be 
brought to bear. But that is just the time when paren- 
tal influence has no control; the critical period is just 
when the boy believes himself a man, while he not 
know anythin We must, therefore, resort to some 
means by which we can make direct application to the 
mind in that state. When the youth is beginning to feel 
too old to commit and to recite, there should be a gradual 
transition to Bible study, in which there is no commit- 
ting, but reflection and remark. 

In one of the schools connected with my charge, there 
are five Bible-classes, that meet in the morning. The 
younger scholars meet in the afternoon, and from this 
school, the children, as they become capable of feeling an 
interest, are intruduced into the Bible-classes. In the 
morning the Bible scholars all study the Bible lesson 
before service, myself, or some of the elders, or others, 
directing their studies. In the afternoon we send ont 
some twenty or thirty young men or young women, un- 
der the direction of an elder, or some other good man, to 
establish new schools, in which those very youth act as 
teachers. Thus for the last two years we have regularly, 
every Sabbath, sent outsome twenty missionaries to the 
outskirts, under the control of some pious individual. 
Under this arrangement, nearly all our Bible-class scho- 
lars have become devotedly pious and active co-operators 
with us. We are thus enabled to retain our scholars ; we 
have not lost one. 

I wish to mention another item, which is exceedingly 
important. Our Sabbath-school libraries are not what 
they ought to be. They are too generally children’s 
libraries, not youth's libraries. If our books were adapt- 
ed to interest the class now under consideration, we 
should be more successful in retaining scholars of that 
class. 


Mr. RUSLING, of Trenton: As one of the ward Secre- 
taries for this city, I beg leave to say a few words on the 
| subject now before the Convention. 
| _Qur County Convention was held in June last. The 
| city of Trenton was divided into four districts, and a 
| ward Secretary appointed for each of the four. The 
| work especially assigned tome was in the 3d, 4th and 6th 
| wards of this city. By referring to the books of the 
| Superintendent of Common Schools, I found that there 
were in my district 2,000 children between the ages of 
five and eighteen. I have found in the Sabbath-schovis 
of those three wards, about one thousand children; so 
that only about one-half of the children are in any Sab- 
bath-school whatever ; and I include in this number the 
children in the Roman Catholic Sabbath-school. Of those 
one thousand children in the Sabbath-school, I found not 
more than one hund of both sexes over the 
of sixteen. I mentioned this matter in the Sabbath- 
schools wherever I went. It was mentioned to me also 
by various superintendents, and was lamented by them. 
When I visited the Roman Catholic school, 1 mentioned 
the matter there to the superintendent, and his remark 
to me was, that if the children of the congregation were 
under the training of the Sabbath-school till the age of six- 
teen, they were sufficiently indoctrinated to take care of 
themselves, provided they attended church regularly. I 
made no reply to him; bat my own thought was, that if 
that was the case with the children of Roman Catholic 
parents, it was not the case with us. 

I quite coincide with the opinion of my brother who 
last smoke, with reference te the character of our Sabbath- 
school books. In the three wards which I have visited, 
embracing some six schools, there were altogether in the 





into the that the point— 
consider that it is then time for them to off con- 
nection with the Sabbath-school. 

Mr. J. G, SWEET, of New Brunswick: 1 remember 
that when I first heard of pablic schools, I the 


everybody else seemed to 
reside; the | called coumen schools they were fur poor children outy. 
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before us. 


necticut, and the 


need not describe 


elder and more influential members community, 
the children of whatever age will be proud to be enrolled 
as scholars. Let it be understood h-school 


terested in this subject. When ministers, 
and church members 


generally connect ac 
tively with this Sunday-school movement. showing that 
they esteem it an institution of God, fulfilling an import- 
ant pu in connection with the church, then the 
older children will consider it a proper for them, 


to whom they look with respect. The very fact that we 

assembled in State Convention, giving to the 
institution of the Sabba: great prominence as 
a means of grace, will have a vast influence in bringing 
children to see the importance of the Sabbath , 
and its claims upon them as a means of religious 


Now, my friends, go ou with these State Conventions; 
go on with your Count 


older church members—those to whom 
up, (for children very readily see who are the influential 
in the church and in the community.) Arouse th 


thing of which we are all convinced—at least, I have be- 


in our Sabbath-schools, the teachers must be more faith- 
ful in their preparation for their classes. Not long since. 


man had not prepa 

It has been mentioned here that Dr. Magee would not 
go before his class without preparation. Why, one of my 
most earnest exercises in the week is my preparation for 
the Bible-class which meets on Monday evening. That 


to the church where I now am. 
interest ever since. 


class has grown because I have taken Monday afternoons 
earnestly my lessons in order that I may be 
thoroughly prepared. 


I wish to be when I go to preach. 

How, then, shall we get the teachers to prepare? One 
important means of preparation are the teachers’ meet- 
ings. The most interesting meetings that I attended, 
when I was a lad, were the teachers’ meetings. 
teacher studied his lesson at home; then, when the 
teachers met together, each brought forward the result of 


In the school with which I was connected, I do not re- 
member to have ever seen a class get through the lesson 
before the proper time. 

Our hearts must become interested in this work of pre- 


interest among scholars. 


power to bear upon teachers, and the pastors must bring 
their power to bear upon the superintendents, Thus, I 
think, there may be aroused an interest in Sabbath-schools 
which will do much to retain the older scholars. 

We need to make this work of preparation a matter of 


trations of your pastor, unless by study, he is prepared 


older scholars unless you interest them, and you cannot 
interest them without a previous careful study of the 
lesson. What we need, then, brethren, is preparation, pre- 


The discussion of the first topic here closed.} 

he Rev. Mr. CROWELL offered the following resolu- 
tion, which, he thought, would not cause discussion, and 
might be acted on at once :— 

Resolved, That the consideration of the expediency of 
having a mission: 
officers of this association, with power to appoint such a 
person, if in their judgment, it be deemed advisable. 
gentlemen made remarks upon the subject of 
the resolution, and as it seemed likely to lead to extended 
discussion, the mover, unwilling to interfere with the 
regular order of business, withdrew it.] 


Second Topic. 


The Convention then proceeded to consider the second 
question :—* How shall we more effectually interest the 
entire community in Sabbath-schools ?” 

The discussion was, on motion, limited to half an hour. 

Mr. A. WOODRUFF, of Brooklyn, asked ten minutes to 
make some remarks showing the good results to be 
achieved for the Sabbath-schvol by systematic visitation. 

The Convention, on motion, granted the time requested. 

Mr. Woodruff then proceeded as follows: 

if the great and sublime resuits of this Conveution are 
to be achieved, it must be, I apprehend, by some instru- 


mentalities connected with this very subject that is now | government of France, and bring about anarchy and | in ey = +" pty Md. oni a ek and 
I propose briefly to show what has been done | disorder there, he says with those engaged with him, | « every knee shall bow, and every tongue confess that our 

and how it has been done in other States. I allude more | “You can never sueceed until I laugh Jesus Christ | ¢ 04 is the Lord.” , 

particularly to the State of Michigan, the State of Con- | out of the country.” The old French infidel was ‘ 


there to interest the entire community in the subject of 
Sabbath-schools, and I will explain the method. 
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claeses I have named, to interest and co-operation, and | who have already engaged in this )—there is no 
the work of getting a large Sabbath-school is accom- | in which these great spiritual personal resul! 
plished. achieved so well as in this; there is no way 

A DELEGATE from Essex expressed the opinion that | Christian ch can be developed so well 
if the effort were made to gather into the Bible classes | this; there is no way in which the Sabbath-school can be as 
= young men of the church, from 20 to 30 years of age, | built upso well as in this; there is no way in which the y often 
the youth from 12 


to 20, influenced greatly by the force 
be retained in connection with the 
hout difficulty. 

, of Belvidere: 1 think there is one 


Kingdoin of st can 6o effectually be put in conflict | learned in the 
wi 5 Ki os larkness, vieiabe their parents to come ! We may talk as we please: 

A DELEGATE from Ne . mentioned that the plan | of the power of parents over their children, but | teil you 
of systematic visitation detailed by Mr. Woodruff, bad | that there is more power in earnest entreaty, the up- 
been adopted in Newark, and had worked very success- } | of the eye, tear ons down 


the cheek of the 

fully. father or mo- 
After some remarks by Mr. NIXON, of Chenberland, 
it was moved that the 


Christ, than there is in all the powerful. 
which were indistinctly its that we can ever Lene Qs upon them! 


it: if we are to keep the young people 


in a Sabbath-school where I was, I saw a teacher with | Convention take a recess till the evening. The motion ou have heard an old story 

nine or ten scholars around him, and I heard the scholars | was agreed to; and the afternoon exercises were closed ich beautifully illustrates this one eae 
ask some questions which the teacher was not able to | with prayer by Rev, Mr. PERRY, of Trenton. these shepherds, feeding their flocks 

answer rightly; he 


ve wrong answers. That young 
himself. 





FIFTH SESSION. 


Thursday Evening. 


Os VENTION aseembled at half-past seven o'clock in 
the evening. 

Mr. A. J. DUMONT of Camden, in the Chair. The ex- 
ercives were opened by singing the hymn, beginning, 
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ves to the 
A “ Awake, sweet gratitnde! and sing 
hout being as thoroughly prepared as The ascended Saviour’s love.” Day bape ms pe afl 






Prayer was then offered by the Rev. Mr. HILL; when 
the Rev. J. H. BURTIS, of New York, was introduced and 
made the following address : 


Ido not know but it may be expected that I shall 


dwell somewhat, being the first speaker this evening, 
upon the proceedings of the Convention ; as this has been 





end; and you, my fellow teachers, in meeting 
classes, Sunday after Sunday, should have th 
idea in your mind, the salvation of these precious chil- 
dren, Do not believe that children cannot come to 


Christ. 
Do not think that it is Preg~ by understand ell the 
reat doctrines of the Bible they can give their 
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each was enabled to gather up all the 


way to the Saviour. Christianity is love. The 
customary ie some other places where I have been. And child wetted the Genteus. Sou tn a the 
others. We were prepared to go before | indeed, my heart does incline to dwell somewhat upon 4 may love . 508 ps heavy 
our classes, and interest the children in our instructions. ain oh 1 itself to me, and wee tle Scotch girl thet went before the session 
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did to you, wher it was presented before us yesterday a: 
that in the State of New J there were ninety 

t d children not in the Sundayschools. But so 

much has been said upon that point, in our Convention, 


zF 
Hi 
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minds both of teachers and scholars. 
»ol superintendents must bring their 
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ime was, long years ago, before I can remember, when 
people really seemed to believe that children could 
become Christians—that the Bible was given 
— aah ap ab “~ ity ore 
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ro) to our hearts, there is something so found and so | dulity tenes gives to e 
mysterious, that it must n adults alone can un- wo iitthe Pha is el Apap mee ‘ a 
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long will you attend upon the minis- | school movement of the present age, and intimates that meeti 


bearing across her shoulder the 
we are a little too fast, we are presuming too | Sitl was seen 
much when we expect children to come to the Saviour aon. eo ree aah ~—- bwrd shini 
—I always think of the old story of the medical student, an ied? seemed as brass. 
who went before his prof to ve ined, in order 
that he might get a diploma. When asked by these 
wise men, what he would do, in case a man was blown 
up on a steamboat, he replied at once that he 
wait until he came down. It strikes me that 
ideas which have been held, and are even held now by 
some people, have been blown so high that they never 
will come down; and therefore it does not need me to 
stand here and take your time to controvert them at 
all. You will bear with me then, this evening, if for a 
few moments I take a broader view of our Sunday- 
school work; and present to you the Bible, as it may be 
applied by our Sunday-school to the heart and 
conscience of every male and female parent and child, 
in our land, as well as in the world. 

I shall begin by assuming, or I may try to prove it in 
a few words, that practical religion is necessary to na- 
tional prosperity; or in other words, to it before 
your minds a little more simply, that it is impossible 
for a State, for a family, for an individual to govern 
himself, without the restraining and the constraining 
forces of the Bible. Now, do you think that this is 

ing too far? I ask you that are acquainted with 

istory, if you can point out to me a nation that has 
pi » lived any length of time without 
anarchy, without confusion, without disorder, without 
crime, whose foundations were not laid on the Bible? 
The old French infidel, Voltaire, understood this prin- 
ciple well; for when he was trying to overthrow the 
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gathering them in. When you 
one has an influence over some. You each may bring in 
one, five, ten, yes, more this. of those who are not 
now in Sunday-school, into the blessed hallowed place 
where they shall learn of Jesus. Let me urge upon you, 
then, in closing, to let this be your endeavor. Give your- 
sel to thie work. Never rest satisfied until 
God's truth shall have been to bear 
upon the heart and conscience of 

State; and then this mi 
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libraries about 2,300 volumes Of those, I presume that 
less than 300 were calculated to interest scholars over 16 
| years of age. In various schools which I visited. I sug- 

gested to those having charge of them, that if they would 
enlarge their libraries aud place therein books of biogra 
phy, of travels, of poetry, they would interest the minds 
of children over sixteen, and keep themin the Sabbath- 
school. 

I also recommended everywhere the establishment of 
Bible-classes. I do not mean Bible-classes such as we 
sometimes see, with a teacher scarcely better informed 
than most of the older scholars. The teacher should be 
one who will master the lesson thoroughly, referring not 
merely to the small-qaestion books, but consulting some 
good commentary, one or more, in regard to the matters 
of inquiry suggested by the lesson. These small ques- 
| tion books have questions so simple that nine-tenths of 
| our children over sixteen years of age can answer them 

without a moment of study, and frequently without 
even looking at the text itself. These simple lessons cre- 
ate a wrong impression in the minds of older scholars, 
and repel them. The teacher, taking the Scriptures, 
should thoroughly inform himself by private study, that 
he may be able to impart some new views to the scholars, 
who will seize upon the strong points of the lesson, 
ae if properly brought out, wal denpty impress their 
minds. 

I am, sir, a comparatively new resident of this city, 
having come here some three or four months since. Pre- 
viously to that time, I was residing in the State of Penn- 
sylvania, While there, it fell to my lot to be for some two 
years the teacher of-a Bible-class. We commenced with 
some five members of the church. I pursued the method 
of endeavoring to master the lesson myself as well as I 
could by the aid of two good commentaries; and so far as 
1 could, I mastered the original text, whether it was the 
Greek or the Hebrew. My class did not meet amid the 
noise and confusion of the Sabbath-school room ; fur where 
| you have twoor three hundred children, many of them 
| young, there must be more or less noise. We retired to a 
| room by ourselves. We read the chapter over carefully, 

and then, instead of asking questions upon separate 
verses, 1 would ask the first member of the class what 
thought inthe chapter impressed his mind the most 
deeply. He gave an answer as well as he was able. I 
then passed to the next one. If any point came up which 
was controverted, and discussion arose, I let the class 
discuss those points by themselves, calling upon various 
scholars to give their opinion. When they had all ex- 
pressed themselves, I would sum up the entire discussion 
and give my views upon it. I would also suggest varions 
points myself in the progress of the chapter. We had 
no regular process of question and answer; but the exer- 
cise was rather a friendly, intimate talk upon the chap- 
ter. I found that by this course. I interested the class 
very much. It speedily increased in number from five 
to about twenty-five, and before the close of the second 
year, it embraced about fifty, the class increasing in num- 
bers and interest constantly. 
I would, therefore, recommend as a means of securing 
e attendance of pupils over 16—first, the introduction 
of books less childish, and of a different character, treat- 
ing of biography, history and travels ; secondly, the or- 
ganization of Bible-classes, under the charge of teachers 
who will master the lesson thoroughly, and endeavor to 
bring out the strong points before the class. 
| F. FERGUSON, Esq., of Burlington: It has appeared 
| to me, Mr. President, that revolutionizing the Sabbath- 

school is what is wanted,in order to retain the older 
children. Instead of estimating the efficiency of the 
Sabbath-school by the numbers gathered within it, let 
our first aim be to make it an institution for the conver- 
sion of the child. Clearing away from the child’s heart 
the rubbish, and getting at the fountain, let us strive to 
make the love of Christ spring up there. When thus 
with the younger children the right foundation is laid, 
they will, as they grow in years and increase in know- 
ledge, be bound to the Sabbath-scheol only the more 
closely, because they have the love of Christ shed abroad 
in their hearts. ey will realize the magnitude and 
efficiency of the agencies which surround them, and with 
which they are cocgeratiog 

I also think that when children attain the age of fifteen, 
sixteen or eighteen, it would be better, perhaps, to have 
the Scriptures expounded to them by one well versell, 
and thoroughly capable. Instead of having a Bible-class, 
they might be called together, the children with the 
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undertaken, 
declared: * This 


right direction.” 


has been filled u: 
whilst these Chri 


work has gone or 


sands of churches 
yet to be made acc 


followed by a descent of the Spirit and a great revival. 


detained at home 


Thus, fifty, sixty 


are ap ; | our own Sunday-school movemeuts here, I received a | 1am very for the first time in my life to stand 
for their organization is a matter easily effected in any | letter but a few days since from a Sunday-school mis- | before an audience east of Lake Michigan, in the United 
i is ttee, having arranged their dis- | sionary, laboring in Minnesota, in which he relates the | States. I am happy also to communicate to you that our 
tricts, say to some evangelical organization in each— | following brief history, which illustrates exactly the | State of Wisconsin 
Methodist. Presb 


what—* Here is a certain ground which we wish you to 


cultivate; and we want you to do it in this way: We | sensitivenees of our Western people, and I am just as well | the Sabbath-school cause will pay, and are beginning 
wish you to havea casatie of your church enibots on | aware that we have somebody here who gets every word | & work in real Western earnestness. e have had two- 
some week-day meeting, to discuss this matter, and to | I say; you will therefore pardon me. In the place that I large conventions during the last summer in our State. 
give instructions to the visitors which your church may | refer to, some five or six years ago, when it was first set- At the first there were about 300 and on the- 
appoint how they shall proceed. If the district which we | tled, a Sunday-school was organized. Ithas gone on until | last day we had over 5,000 teachers and scholars assembled’ 
have laid out is by you considered suitable, if the boun- | now it has three large churches, and yg 2 child in the | together. The second convention was held the fol : 


daries are rightly marked and you feel that you ought 
spiritually to cultivate it, then we wish you to assume 
the responsibility of having every man and woman in 


or place where liquor is sold in the entire place. He says | Yentions have done usa great amount of good, waking up 

that district invited to attend some church, and every | that five or six miles from there a place was started about in the minds of the who have been tying dormant 

child invited into the Sunday-school. We wish you to | the same time, but it lived without a Sabbath-school; | 0? this eae & Sabbath-school interest. churches 

persevere in this effort month after month until this at- | and to-day, though puny ae large as the other place, it | “re begi to feel on the eubject; they are beginning 

tendance of all the adults and children shall be realized,” | has not a single church, but there are six places where | to give their money that the schools may bave better li- 
We rejoice tosay that in the States I have named, this 


work has, in city and in country, been most cheerfally 
Pastors, wherever they have become inti- 
mately acquainted with the character of the work, have 


Christianity ; this is setting the church in motion in the 


nizations, with centralizing influences and centralizing 
process; but this movement does not work denomina- 
tionally, as sectarianism. Each une undertakes the work 
with the understanding that he is to rise above 
selytism ; that where a person Has been borna Methodist 
or a Baptist, he is not to be persuaded from his prefer- 
ences, but is to be invited to attend such Sabbath-school 
and such church as he may prefer; only the invitation is 


Treason: 
in our national home, so to speak, made upon my #0 of this meeting, if that is what you are thinking about, 
to be pressed to attend some church or Sunday-school. | It was—many of you have no doubt seen it—a is this: One of our young ladies gone down to the 
This effort is to be continued until the visitors are per- | tation of our forefathers leaving their native land to | Racine Convention, and when she heard that you were 
suaded that every family in the locality which they have | come here. On that proud old vessel, which was soon to to talk it, she got some of her 
undertaken thus morally to cultivate does attend some | bear them to these shores, oy are represented as en- | Who went with her th the town and called at every 
place of public worship. gaged in prayer, parents and children together, while that | house, invil the il and parents out to the 
This plan has succeeded both in city and in country; | old minister, whose name is a by-word, and familiar to meeting.” I it, Well, there is another spark 
wherever-this work has been begun, it has brought after | every child even, before me, was offering up their hearts’ | ftom our Convention. 
it the most precious consequences. The Sabbath-school 


soldiers, persuaded by their generals to face the common 
enemy, and to work from centre to circumference, the 


vivals have oceurred—whe' 
denominational, or whether throughout the State—the 
foundation of these revivals has been laid in this system 
of Christian visitation. 


any degree of perseverance. that has not seen the result 
in a well fi.led Sabbath-school and a well filled church, 


Wherever this work is prosecuted, great care should be 
taken to enlist into active service every member of the 
church, except such as are sick or infirm or bl 


not been undertaken as a Sabbath-school organization, 
but it has been conducted, in some sense independently 
of the Sabbath-schoo! as an organization. 
school teacher has been identified with the church 
has taken his district as have the other church 


families each, have been visi 


ted. Almost entire commu- | voices nst this book, and against this Christianiry | ® Superin t for the school? You must have a -Sab- 

nities in Brooklyn and New York, have come under this | which onion And now, is it not well, that these bath-school here.” They at er and said: 
systematic monthly visitation. The visitor now takes | Conventions are held, gathering in from one State and | “If an; ly is superintendent it must be Miss Har- 
with him the Bible and the tract, thus giving additional | another, year after year, those men and women who love ve.””_ I appointed her superintendent of the school in 
interest to his visitation. Thus,in a compound ratio, | this Bible, to consult together, how it may still be | that district, The last account I heard was that she was. 
this work is going on. brought into contact with the hearts of our children, ing very well. back 

This system is as well olapted to country as to city. | and those who gather into our Sabbath-schools? If T am spared ba - tothe State, I want oe 
Whilst in cities, we take blocks and streets as our boun- | J like the idea which was brought out so clearly yes- | UP wey hte > vary Fe moan A. hod 
daries, you in the country can divide by townships, ete. terday in the address of the presiding officer of this as- net. to feel that this pig im en-. 
If there are in a certain district only two churches, for iation, when he spoke of the leaven which the woman | £'22!08 ‘As eneumed b the Fo. obagae Fy : 
instance, a Methodist and a Presbyterian, one can take placed in the measures of meal. It seems to me, that it _—— they “4 therefore Sabbath” 
one-half and the other the other, it being understood | forcibly, beautifully illustrates Bunday-schoot | * wd be porhs posting Re ~_ ts, i ry tmaportent 
that those in either division who have Methodist prefer- | movement. Here, we have an instrumentality—a grand para ellen + iMustrate this by one or two facts 
ences shall be directed to the Methodist church, and | joavening instrumentality; for it is that, I howd, which | that are familiar to 
those with Presbyterian leanings to the Presbyterian. | will take this leaven of God’s truth, and will bring it to sani me, 
Thus only shall we be able to reach those destitute of 


religious influence ; thus only can we penetrate regions 
lying inthe Cimmerian darkn 
the enlighteni inetitoti 


is ning to wake the 
question for which he, aves i bled hack of thin Ouneeh 
places, but I forbear, because I know somewhat of the | tion. Ourfriends there are to see and believe that 


yterian, Dutch Reformed, no matter | position which I have taken. I can give the names of 





city, as it iscalled, isin the Sunday-school. The missionary 


lowing 
week, and there were about the same number of teach- 
further states that there is not a singlesaloon, or bar-room, ildren. 


ers, and about 7,000 teachers and chi con- 


braries than they formerly h 
the State I find that the spirit of our conven 
gone out as far as 20, 30,40 miles from the place of as~ 


intoxicating liquors are sold; and he says that revelling, 
and brawls, and fights * ond — daily in the 
streets. Now this is just a single illustration, at home, 
of what @ people or neighborhood will come to when you | #mbling. I visited a town some few-weeks ago. and on 
strip from them the restraining influences of the Bible. my return left word on Saturday that I would address 
Now, if my position is true at all with reference to any | the people on the subject of ools on Sunday 
country, it is specially true with reference to ours, I love | ¢vening. As I returned, though a stormy day of the 
to think of the beginni our nationality. I love to ith, I found the house crowded. At the close of 
think of those old heroes who left their homes and their | the meeting I asked one or two of the friends there how 
father-land for this precious Bible, that we now so much | !t Was that they had such a meeting. “ 
love, that they might here live in that liberty, wherewith | 1 said. “that you are all wide awake on the Sabbath- 
Christ makes us free. I shall never fo my first | School question here.” “Oh, no,” was their rep] 
visit to the capitol of our country; nor will the im have a very poor school, only 34 children out of 
sion ever be wiped from my mind that a picture hanging the town, and only one school in the town. 
val, 
n- 


i. 


In travelling through 
tions has 


is the beginning, middle, and end of 


Heretofore we have had church orga- 





pro- 


ys 


“we 
491 in 


devotions unto God. But it was not this that struck me Near the district of Fond du Lac, a young lady that 
so much as that in their midst lay an open Bible—opened | 5&t snmp still during our Convention there, and heard the 
where the New Testament begins; and I can conceive discussions and the speeches (she was a young convert 
that that old man was asking God’s blessing upon them | herself, not yet 18 years of age), went onc into the dis- 
as they were taking this treasure of his to a land where | trict, to teach during the summer; and in that district, 
it might be their guide forever. Well was it that the | One of our dark spots—we some dark ones and some 
artist represented on the side of the picture the “rain- t ones in Wisconsin—this is a dark one that we have 
bow of promise ;” for we can easily i ine another | 170,000 children out of 245,000 in our State who are yet 
scene, That troop has landed on our shores—their little | Outside of the Sabbath-school. This Sea 3 lady went 
bark has touched our soil: they alight, and gather | 0ut into the district, and found that of her 27 children in 
around this their star of hope and promise, and there bow | the day-school, not one had ever heard of Jesus. 
down, while the Atlantic amid its roarings lifts up on its | Not one of the parents ever attended any place of wor- 
waves to heaven the praises and prayers of us in our in- ~~. She said to the little boys und girls, “ Now, if you 
fancy. And now, as this was the beginning of our life, Pedy waged pF AIOE EY you about 
that whic 
I only plead for that which hes mado us ae @ people wiset | 20s Sane “enden Gas’ Me cecond Sabbah thay 
You know, my friends, how it is that this is likely to | C#™®, and the third, and the fourth. On this fourth Sab- 
be hed from the hands of our children, and our h I was on my way home from the north, aud I one 
children’s children. I live ina city where the foe of | 0Ver in that district and visited the school. I found 
this blessed book, is marshalling itself against its lovers, young girl of 18 years, with over 40 persons, some growm 
determined to take itaway from our public sc up; fathers and mothers were there as well as the 
thus strip our children of it. More than this, I may | Children. Some 24 or 25 were chil 


say, that we are living in an age when our daily 
: through ity ‘and country, on razed, | she cou, talked and pang with, them awhile and 
itenden 


p; the church has been filled up; and 
istians have been, like the old Roman 


1 gloriously. Wherever these great re- 


er congregational, whether 


Among the hundreds and thou- 
that have entered on this work, Iam 
juainted with one, prosecuting it with 





by domestic duties. This work has 


The Sabbath- 
! and 





or seventy districts, of ten or fifteen | on ships, almost everywhere, that are lifting up their 





bear upon the entire masses of our people. How? B: 


A little girl invited a 
simply bringing if to bear upon every single individual. 


came for several months. 
ess of sin, and carry there 




















parents and those of riper years, to listen to this exposi- 





their scholars, yet meeting those scholars on a week day, 
they would scarcely recognize them, because wearing 
different clothes from those worn on Sunday. All scho- 
lars look for their teacher on week days as well as on | 
Sunday. Meeting that teacher in the street, they ex- | 
pect to be recognized; and though he be on the oppo- | 
site side of the street he can give them a nod or a smile. | 
This friendly treatment at all times will go to the | 
heart of the scholar, whether he be a child or a grown up | 
person. It will link one Sabbath to another; and you 

will find every scholar punctual. In Manchester, we 

always left business at one o’clock in the day; and in 

the afternoon I would gather my scholars er for 

a walk, We would converse, not on religious subjects | 


tion of the Scriptures. One chapter might be taken 
explanation might make inquiries and suggestions, thus | 
bringing scholars on a level with the instructor. In this 
way, I think, a greater interest might be excited. 1 have 
seen this method adopted with very good effect, after the 
regular exercises of the Sabbath-school have been con- 
cluded. 

The very frequent inefficiency of Bible class teachers, their 
want of affection and proper treatment towards those who 
receive their instruction, constitute, I think, a part of the 





| 


cause why scholars wish to leave the Sunday-school and | godown from this high place in Zion to your respective 


the Bible-class. It would seem (at least such appears to 
be the case in my own schools) that many, when they get 


| 


u 
| and explained, and then any one not satisfied with the | church completely to cover with these organizations every | 


ting di before another single individual, even thou; uence to her little girl whether she went 
ences may be carried into every household, We ought | 4 mila end talking to that child of Jesus. Therefor * e came home from the day-school, she told her 
to thank God and take courage, when we consider that |] say gur movement wili reach the masses, because it | priest had been there and forbid her from 
p | there are already enough Christians connected with the | works upon this individuality. any more. ee 
be denied by some. I know v well that 
nch of ground in these United States. By a very little iy a ba as we wosla like, the pate. bi Lknow “Mfther, can't I goto school ?” tive 3 
self-denying effort, put forth in the manner I have de- | yhat our boys, our young men, outgrow the Sunday- 


scribed, this great 


Sabbath, and 
I have necessarily sketched the mode of operation very | that we need more of these classes in our schools that greater part 
| briefly, but I trust not so briefly but that every intelli- were spoken about by @ manin a Convention which I a pet eng Ay passed a 
gent mind has conceived the plan. If the results of this | attended awhile ago, who said that the youngest and } tery Ses came, and al asked ‘ber 
Couvention are to be secured, if the great blessings are | girl in his class was over sixty years of age; I know y- if she might not go to the 
to be received, for which we have here prayed, and for | we need more of such; I know we want to discard the received the same answer. Ape iecy 
which our hearts are so eagerly yearning, you will each | idea that the Sunday-school is fit only for babies and heats aan and reed then aan : 
for children—for it suits everybody, even as it salted | Epes du EAPeT ot until late in the annie 
churches, saying, “Here is so much ground for us to | that good old lady in New Ham who from her 
possess morally, we will make a moral geography of it, | youth had never been out of the Sabbath-school, and Continued on Sixth Page. 


Here, it seems to me. is the great power and real success | CAme to the mother and said, “1 ae 

of religion; thus only can | of our Sunday-school movement. It lays its hand upon | tends the Sabbath-sehool.” “Yes, she does.” ee fen 
every man and woman be brought in contact with the | the individual, and not so much upon the mass, There | tell you you must not send her any more. ell, 
restraining and sanctifying traths of the Bible. There is | jg no more beautiful picture to be nted on earth | the 

no other system (at least, if there is, may Heaven give 


us wisdom to devise it) by which these sanctifying influ- | 





other, “if she must not go, she shan’t go,” 
mother. Jn ine that tt 


than the Sunday-school teacher, a single individual, sit- | the mother not would be of much conse- 


and grand result may be attained. 4 achool very soon, and mauy of them.leave it: I know 
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and is now in marching order, as a re- 
gular and organized division in the great Sun- 
day-school army. The Convention which has 
just been held at Trenton, was decidedly an 
advance movement. Jerseymen are slow to 
entertain new notions. But when they have 
once made up their minds that a thing is 
right, and ought to be done, they generally go 
at it with a will. The Sunday-school ele- 
ments of the State have now received an or- 
ganization just sufficient to enable them to 
work freely and harmoniously, without un- 
necessary complication or machinery. The 
startling fact brought to light at the Conven- 
tion, that more than one-half the javenile 
population of the State is out of the Sunday- 
school, and to a great extent without religi- 
ous instruction of any kind, and the stirring 
appeals which were made for prompt, vigor- 


ous, and concerted action, must give a new, 


‘ and marked impulse to the cause all over the 

State. 

These appeals will be all the more effectual 
it Sunday-school men will make a special 
effort to spread broadcast through their con- 
gregations this number of our paper, which 
contains the only full and complete report of 
the proceedings of the Convention. Every 
superintendent should secure copies enough 
to place one into the hands of every teacher, 
and of every head of a family in his congre- 
gation. Every county and town Secretary 
who wishes the work on his field speedily 
put upon a new footing, should see at once 
the several superintendents to whom he is 
officially related, and get this, matter attend- 
ed to. He may be sure it will save him a vast 
amount of labor in the course of the year. 
He can in no way so effectually do the work 
assigned to him by the State Association, as 
by taking steps to have this report put into 
the hands of every teacher on his field. Every 
teacher, superintendent, and pastor who reads 
it, will see at once, as he can in no other way 
. be made to see, what it is at which the State 
Association aims, and how it is to be accom- 
plished. Indeed, it is our assured belief that 
a thorough dissemination of this document 
throughout the length and breadth ef the 
State, would put the cause forward in the 
coming year more than it would ordinarily 
advance in five years. 

There are indications that a movement is 
‘about to be made in Trenton to lead off in this 
matter, under the impulse which the Conven- 
‘tion left behind it. The old First church, 
(Dr. Hall’s,)in which the Convention was held, 
had, for the first time in many years, a Sunday- 
school celebration on Thanksgiving Day, The 
school was out in good force, and in most ad- 
mirable order. Earnest addresses were made 
‘by several speakers, among others by Mr. 
Mills, the mayor of the city, who has entered 
upon the work of a mission Sunday-school 
with most commendable zeal and efficiency. 
The lady teachers had prepared for the occa- 
sion a most bountiful feast for the children. 
The spirit manifested by all was excellent. 
Everything seemed to indicate that this old 
and justly influential church was about to 
lead off in a good work of evangelization 
upon the masses around it, which should 
bring out in fall strength its own undeveloped 
working talent. 

To accommodate those who are interested 
in the proceedings of the Convention, and at 
the same ime to give to our readers their 
usual variety, we have issued this week a 
double sheet. 





DEATH OF MR. BLEECKER. 


PVE friends of the Sunday-school cause, 
4 particularly in the State of New York, 
will learn with sincere sorrow the sudden 
-and unexpected death of George Washington 
‘Bleecker, Esq., late Secretary of the New 
York State Sanday-School A Mr. 


jiation 


ty 
_}look for a worthy successor to our Brother 
Bleecke: 








und: men, as almost no one else 
, and his loss to us seems irreparable. 
know not where in this large State, to 





r. 

He had d peculiar qualifications for the 
office of Secretary. Besides being the Secretary 
of our State Association, he filled that office for 
many years to the Hudson river South Bap- 
tist Aszociation—one of the largest and most 
important bodies of that denomination in the 
country. He was also Secretary to that vene- 
rable society, the Order of the Cincinnati, whose 
President, ex-Governor Hamilton Fish, of our 
city, we noticed among the pall-bearers. The 
funeral services were conducted by the Rev. 
M. G. Hodge, his pastor, assisted by the Rev. 
Mr. Searles, a former pastor, the Rey. J. C. 
French, of the Presbyterian church, and the 
Rev. Mr. Carter, of the Episcopal church, 
Yonkers. Large numbers attended these most 
solemn and affecting services—among whom 
we noticed very many of the most prominent 
Sabbath-school superintendents and teachers 
of New York, Brooklyn, and other places. 
Even the sidewalks and streets were all lined 
with groups of little ragged Sabbath-school 
children from “ Jackson Hollow”. and vicinity, 
where Brother Bleecker had so often labored, 
and wept, and prayed. 

The family and friends all have our warm- 
est sympathies and condolence. Brother 
Bleecker was no ordinary man, and his loss 
is no ordinary loss. 

The writer of this has often met with him 
in conventions, in associations, in Sabbath- 
school anniversaries, festivals, concerts, and 
on committees. We never knew an impatient 
or an unamiable expression to escape him. We 
never knew him to falter at any sacrifice or 
service the Sabbath-school cause demanded 
at his hands. The unvarying cheerfulnes 
with which these duties were always perform- 
ed, added much to their value. He clearly 
and distinctly grasped the great Sunday- 
school idea, and his whole soul responded. 
It was a pleasure to have known him; it will 
be a pleasure to remember him. Over his 
clay cold remains we sang the same sweet 
Sabbath-school bymns which he so often and 
80 recently sang with us ; and the last linger- 
ing notes of that funeral service still vibrate 
through the soul in the touching words, 





“When round my senseless clay, 
Assemble those I love; 
Then sing of heaven, delightful heaven, 
My glorious home above. 
There'll be no sorrow there, 
There'll be no sorrow there ; 
In heaven above, where all is love, 
There'll be no sorrow there.” 
R. G. P. 
Self-Consecration. 
PATRIARCHAL minister, trembling upon 
the verge of the grave, and looking be- 
yond it with a heart full of hope and peace, 
was approached by a youth who longed to 
catch the mantle, and enter into the work of 
the aged servant of God. “Do you wish,” 
said the old man, “ to devote yourself entirely 
to the work of God?” “ Sir,” said the youth, 
“] wish to do and to be whatever God pleases.” 
They parted, the one to linger a little longer 
on the shores of the dark river, and then to 
pass it in triumph—the other, to gird himself 
fer many years of arduous and successful toil 
for Christ, and to see the fruits thereof in 
many souls gathered into the ehurch of God. 
If the eye of any youth is resting upon these 
lines, we solicit his attention, and especially 
that of the youthful Christian, to the absolute 
submission and entire consecration to God, 
expressed by that young man. A life, flow- 
ing out from such a principle, and eontrolled 
by it, could not fail to be useful, and rise 
sometimes into real grandeur. Such a denial 
of sinful selfishness, and such an abnegation 
of every wish but to know the will of Christ, 
are among the elements of the truest heroism, 
and the aspirant after that rare nobleness of 
character, which it is the work of God’s Spirit 
to produce in man, can attain to it omly by 
asking that Divine Spirit to persuade and 
enable him “te do and be whatever God 
pleases.” Happily for us that is a prayer 
which, if offered in sineerity, is always an- 
swered. 
We would fain impress it upon the youth 
whoread our columns, and, indeed, upomall, 
that the great want of the church and of the 
world is the want of a generation of Chgis- 
tians, to live and act in the spirit of this ab- 
solute and entire self-conseeration. If we had 
a church pervaded by the spirit which makes 
men ready to “be and do whatever God 
pleases,” the church’s conquest of the world 
would be immediate and decisive. There 
would be a man for every difficult post and 
every forlorm hope. The dethronement of 
self and the enthronement of Jesus would be 
the signal for that last great movement of the 





Bleecker had been in his usual health, with 
the exception of an ordinary cold, until Sun- 
day, November 20th, when he was attacked 
with paralysis, which terminated in death, at 
12} o’clock, November 23d. He lacked only 
a few days\of being 60 years of age. 

We respond most heartily to the expression 
of sorro-y by our est dent. Mr. 
Bleecker’s death is truly a great loss. 

We give place to the following communica- 
tion of our correspondent, instead of the re- 
marks of our own which we had prepared. 


A Standard Bearer Fallen. 

it is with great sorrow we announce the 
logs by death of that well known, efficient, and 
devoted Sunday-school laborer, George W. 
Bleecker, Esq., of Brooklyn, After a very 
brief illness, accompanied with paralysis, he 
peacefully and sweetly fell eslecp in Jesus on 
Wednesday morning, the 83d November, inst.; 
and he was borne to his quiet grave in Green- 
wood, on Friday afternoon. 

Mr. Bleecker will be largely remembered as 
the very faithful and laborious Secretary of the 
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tal host which is to carry the world 
for Immanuel, owr King. Heretofore exam- 
ples of such self-consecration have been ex- 
ceptional. They have been—we must say so 
to our shame—they have been rare. If, then, 
the church has lived and advanced, while but 
a few of her sons have so denied themselves, 
and so labored, what would be its rate of in- 
crease and of triumphant advancement, were 
all to live in the power of a life-principle so 
grand and comprehensive? How swift would 
ceme the discomfiture of the enemies of our 
Lord, if Christians would only consent to “do 
and to be whatever God pleases |” 

We call upon the thousands of youth in this 
land, who are now passing through the first 
year of their Christian life, to consider whe- 
ther such a devotion of themselves te the 
cause and service of Jesus, is not demanded 
of them. Does not the church’s work, grow- 
ing greater and more pressing every day, de- 
mand it? Does not the Saviour deserve all 
we can give and all we can do for him? Do 
not the souls which are passing into the dark- 
ness call for such a spirit in the sons of light ? 





| And is not the day in which we live, and the 


age which seems to be dawning upon us, the 
very time for such a great self-consecration? 


We “speak as unto wise men, judge ye what 


we say.” 


i ——— 


Living and Dying. 


E have often heard men say, that, if they 


were only sure of dying well, they would 
be happy. 


If we could question those who utter such 
sentiments, we should no doubt frequently 
find that they are the utterances of hearts 
burning with love to God, the longings of re- 
deemed souls, panting for the presence of 
their heavenly Father, to whom they will 
obtain joyfal entrance when death comes to 
strike off the chains of mortality. Yet it 
must not be disguised that such expressions 
are caleulated to give an erroneous idea ef 
Christianity was sent to teach us 


religion. 


mainly how to live, not how to die. Leta 


man live well, and dying will take care of 


itself, or rather will be taken care of for him. 
It is not his business. The Lord will provide. 

In every other system of religion, death is 
the King of Terrors. But Christianity 
dethrones death and makes him the ‘slave 
of the follower of Jesus. To man with- 
out Christ, the grave is a dark place, preg- 
nant with a host of horrible possibilities. 
He stands upon its brink, his heart fails him, 
and he trembles. If one he loves passes into 
its darkness, he looks after him for a moment, 
then hastes away, closes his eyes, and tries 
to forget. But the Christian stands at the 
grave and rejoices, for God hath put a lamp 
in his hand, which shines through its portals, 
and to his eye of faith discovers a country 


which “eye hath not seen nor ear heard, nor 


hath it entered into the heart of man to con- 
ceive ;” but it belongs to him, for he is one 
of those who love God. 


We like to hear the Christian speak of 


death, when he regards it in the light of a 
friend. When, however, he speaks of it as a 
terrible monster, and of religion as some- 
thing which is nothing more for him than 
merely enable him to meet it, we fear that he 
is likely to injure the cause. 

The constant fear of death which shows 
itself in the words of some Christians, even 
while they are boasting of how they mean to 
conquer it, does not speak much for their 
courage. The continual dwelling upon the 
manner in which they will “cross over the 
river,” often occupies those thoughts which 
ought to be employed about the duties which 
are on the road to it. 

Now, Christianity is mainly a thing of life, 


not of death. This is why we take child- 


ren who are just setting out upon the 
great journey, and wish to imbue them with 
its principles. Our object is to furnish them 
with a weapon, a light,a guide. We know 
how many false friends will deceive them; 
and we wish to introduce them to at least 
one, who will never forsake them, on whose 
bosom they may lean, in joy and sorrow, in 
sunshine and storm. We know how many 
weights will bear down upon them as they 
grow older ; and we wish to teach them where 
they may get strength to bear the heavy bur- 
dens of life. We know how they will be 
tempted to do that which will bean eternal dis- 
grace, and we desire that they may know how 
to live, so that they will not be ashamed to 
look themselves in the face. In a word, we 
bring them to the Sabbath-school, so that 
they may learn to live honorably towards 
man, and at peace with God. 

It is of the highest importance that we 
should teach them that these are the ojects for 
which they are brought together. But we be- 
lieve that many a youthful soul has been 
darkened by the thought that Sunday is a 
day devoted to teaching it how to die. Per- 
haps it bas already lost a father or mother, 
or some other loved one, and it remembers its 
bitter tears and anguish. It has not forgotten 
how it followed the black hearse to the grave, 
and came back alone, and even yet it hears 
the rattling of the earth upon the hollow 
coffin. 

If now yow look, and act, and speak, to 
such a child as though the whole of religion 
consisted in dying well, need you be sur- 
prised if the child should think piety a very 
gloomy thing? We constantly meet with 
little ones who have been thus taught, and 
they dread the very name of religion. Sum 
day, is to them the blackest day in the week, 
and they are happier on Monday than on any 
other day, because the Sabbath is then far- 
thest off. 

Religion does save men from hell, and en- 
able them to triumph over death. But such sal- 
vation and triumphare the glorious issues ofa 
noble, Christ-like happy life, and require com- 
paratively little attention until they come to 
pass. Our active energies should be employ- 
ed in the present, aot in “ castle-building” 
about eur -latter ead; and we should teach 
the children that they should strive every day 
how much nearer they can get to Christ; to be 
on the look out for every little act by the per- 
formance of which they can please him; and 
particularly should we teach them that every- 
thing they do should be done for his glory,— 
that if they go to school, it is not because their 
parents send them, but because Christ sends 
them through their parents, and watches 
them lovingly when they are there: that if 
they have any disagreeable duty to perform, 
they must regard it as a duty to their best 
friend. 

Let a ehild, or let a man, have such a prin- 
ciple to guide him, and how do crooked ways 
become straight, and heavy burdens light? 
Religion is for just this purpose—to give us 
new motives—higher and more ennobling for 
life’s duties. Its object is, first of all, to 
fasten the soul to Christ by bonds of tender 
love, and then that love will go with us into 
life, and in the darkest night it will guide us 
more safely than the Northern star. No clouds 
obscure it, for it is the star of Bethlehem. 
Every day it will shine upon us, pointing out 
the right course, and if we only follow it, we 
shal) pass all through life with songs. Love 
for Christ in the sinner, influences every 
action, and does for him, what fear of death 
and hell will never do. 


The practice which some good Christians 
have, of forever pointing children to happy 


death-beds, is, to say the least, not nearly so 


effective to win them, as to point them to 
Yet some children 
get the former for daily food, and even the 
literature which comes in their way is of the 
The Christian character 
and graces cannot be so well shown in death, 
“Tell me not how he died,” once 


glorious Christian lives. 


same character. 


as in life. 





said a good man, “ but tell me how he lived.” 


If we are ever to get to heaven, it will not be 
asked, did you die well? but did you live well? 

Let us then, both for ourselves and for the 
children that we teach, try to make religion 
a living business,a daily guide, a precious 
comfort. Let us pluck its fruits, and wear its 
glories as we go along, and having done this, 
every day that we are to live, we shall rest at 
last after our long labor, and wake to receive 
the reward, not of a happy death, but of a 
glorious Christian life. 

aceite. 
Lovest Thou Me? P 

N the days of your separation from any 

one that you dearly love—father, mother, 
brother, sister, husband, wife, child, friend, or 
lover—no day passes, hardly an hour passes, 
that you do not think of the absentone. The 
image of the loved one is present to your 
thoughts, with a most lively apprehension, 
and with warm and tender affection. Have 
you this day had, do you daily have, loving 
thoughts and tender memories of the Lord 
Jesus? 

When you are on a leng journey from home, 
or dwelling among strangers, in a foreign land, 
how delightful it is to receive news from those 
you bave left behind. If the postman brings 
to your lodgings a letter from any of those 
dear ones far away, how instinctive is the im- 
pulse to retire from observation into the pri- 
vacy of your own apartment, and there with 
eager eyes, to read over and over again every 
loving line, and to dwell with fond delay 
upon all the minute details of what is going 
on at home, as well as upon every expression of 
kindness and affection from the writer. Have 
you this day retired, do you daily retire, into 
your own most secret place, there to read and 
meditate upon those loving and gracious 
words which your best Friend has sent you? 
Is this exercise one of the chief delights of 
your soul? 

No experience is more invariable than the 
desire to be with those whom we love, and to 
converse with them. It is among our highest 
enjoyments to see them, to hear them speak, 
to pour out to them our own thoughts and 
feelings. If the dearest friend you have in 
the world, had just arrived from a long resi- 
dence abroad, and were now tarrying with 
you, not visible to the public, but in some re- 
tired room in the house, think you the whole 
twenty-four hours would pass, no matter 
what the pressure of your household cares, 
that you would not find time, once or twice, 
at least, during the day, to steal away to that 
inner apartment, and there to commune with 
him or her? Have you this day thus commu- 
ned, do you hold daily communion, with your 
Saviour? Is it among your highest delights 
to breathe out your sou! to him in secret 
prayer? 

Love, at least the love of complacence, is 
based on admiration. We love a person very 
dearly because we see in him the marks of 
peculiar goodness. We admire his character, 
and almost unconsciously we grow like him. 
We delight to do as he does, to be as he is. 
If he is gentle, unselfish, loving, and kind, by 
the steady contemplation of these qualities in 
him, we ourselves imperceptibly become gen- 
tle, unselfish, loving, and kind. We wish 
very greatly to be like one whom we so great- 
ly admire. Is the character of the Lord Jesus 
to you the most lovely of all the objects of 
your contemplation? Do you dwell upon it 
with peculiar delight? Are you striving 
daily to be like it? 

When then, you hear the voice of the Savi- 
our saying to you, as he said to Peter, 
“Lovest thou me?” revolve in your mind 
these four things—Do you love to think of 
bim ? Do you love to read his word? Do you 
love to pray to him? Do yon love and laber 
to be like him? 


Tue Deatu or Wasnwcros Irvinec.—Among 
the events of the week that will attract uni- 
versal attention, is the death of Washington 
Irving. He died on Monday, the 28th of No- 
vember. 

Mr. Irving was 76 years of age, having been 
born April 3, 1783. He originally studied 
law and was admitted to the bar, but never 
engaged in practice. His taste for purely 
literary pursuits very early began to develop 
itself. But that which caused him to embark 
in earnest upon literature as a profession, was 





Everybody who knows the President, Ralph 


calman. He thought thai the best way he could 
convey his ideas to the Association was to give 
them a specimen. And so he did. He arrayed 
before him an imaginary class, gave them names, 
took a few verses for a lesson, and catechised them 
for nearly half an hour. He answered the ques- 
tions himself, but gave them as children would 
be likely todo. The chief importance of the ex- 
ercise lay in the pertinence of his questions and 
the aptness of his illustrations, A similar exer- 
| cise will be conducted by some other one at the 
| next meeting. After he had finished, any one 
| who desired offered criticisms. Several indulged, 
among whom was the Rev. Mr. Michels, pastor 
| of the church. I have endeavored to procure a 
copy of the entire lesson for the “Times,” but have 
failed. I hope to be able to report some of those 
which may follow. Apropos, the Editor of the 
Sunday-School Times is expected to address the 
Association at its next meeting, in the Rev. Dr. 
; Potts’s church. 

One week since, the Seventh Presbyterian Sun- 
day-school held its anniversary. The pastor, the 
Rev. T. Royalston Smith, preached to the child- 
ren. The report showed in their two schools, one 
a mission-sehool, 67 teachers and 506 scholars. 

Jersey City is on the move. Last week they 
organized a Jersey City Sunday-School Teachers’ 
Association. Its object is the improvement and 
encouragement of Sunday-school teachers and 
others. Its meetings will be held monthly, Most 
of the schools are members of the New York Sun- 
day-School Union. This Association will not 
interfere with their connection. 

Among the numerous exhibitions which invite 
our attention in New York, the model of Solo- 
mon's Temple in the Reformed Dutch church, 
Ninth street, is well worthy of notice. It was 
first exhibited last evening. As a work of beauty, 
art and history, it can scarcely be rivalled. It is 
24 by 35 feet in size, and cost $20,000. It may 
be styled an exact miniature of the colossal tem- 
ple of Scripture. We have the court of the Women, 
the court of Israel, the court of the Priests, the 
brazen sea, brazen lavers, ark, cherubims, altar of 
incense, table of show-bread, &c., &c. Six hun- 
dred figures, dressed in original costume, repre- 
sent the King, Priests and Women, giving a life- 
like appearance to the whole. Every department 
of the temple seems complete. I know of no way 
in which so correct and vivid an impression of 
the Temple, minutely deseribed in the 
Bible, may be gained as by a visit to this ela- 
borate model. 

The Rev. Mr. Van Meter, bas just returned from 
his twenty-fourth trip west, with children. This 
time he went out on a special mission. He took 
with him three girls. They are now in semina- 
ries at the west. The students in three different 
seminaries, agree to educate one each. The bis- 
tory of each of these children ix interesting. I 
give you but one. She was taken from one of the 
most wretched homes which the unlighted attics 
of New York furnish. She is lame, and when 
rescued, was standing on her crutch, steadying 
herself with one band by the bed-post, and with 
the ether was endeavoring to lift her drunken 
mother from the floor. Her brother is a pick- 
pocket, her younger sister a beggar, her elder sister 
is worse. I have seldom seen a more beautiful 
face than is hers. She has extraordinary talent 
for music and painting. 





so 


Mr. Van Meter inaugurates his new mission, 
December Ist. His building is at the corner of 
Oliver and Henry streets. It has been the scene 
of shame and crime, too revolting too mention. 
The public is extending generous hands to him. 
Even before he calls they answer. Boxes of coats, 
bonnets, pants, gowns, &e., &c., are piled on each 








the entire loss of his property by the failure 
of a mercantile house in which he was inter- 
ested. It is rarely that an author enjoys in 
his lifetime so large «a share of fame, which 
is indeed mostly posthumous. Mr. Irving has 
been farsous fully half a century. His“ Knick- 
erbocker’s History of New York” was pub- 
lished in 1809, just fifty years ago. Whata 
prodigious stride American literature has 
made in that time! 


A svuascrimerk wishes to know the best plan 
and method of arranging the seats in a Sun- 
day-school room, s@ that the room may also 
be used for a lecture-room. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


NEW YORK, Nov. 29, 1859. 


THANKS#IVING IX NEW YORK—TURKEYS AMONG THE OR- 
PHANS—THIRTY-SIXTH ANNIVERSARY OP THE New YORK 
Bisiz Socrery—New York Teacwers’ AssociaTion— 
“How To Trach,” A PRACTICAL ILLUSTRATION BY THE 
Presspent, Rapa Weuas, Esq..—Sunpay-Scuoo. Move- 
MENT IN JERSEY CIT¥—MODEL or SoLomMoNn’s TemPLE— 
Mr. VAN Meter’s Mission AMONG THE OUTCAST CHILDREN 
—CLERICAL Cnanaes is New Yorx. 


HANKSGIVING DAY passed off in New 

York with unusual quiet. The churches were 
generally well filled in the morning. The tone of 
the pulpit was far more conservative than many 
anticipated, Some are disposed to grumble be- 
cause our ministers chose to preach the gospel 
rather than to give that refractory old fellow, 
“Uncle Sam,” a severe castigation. 

Our eleemosynary institutions were the scene of 
joyousness and cheer. Thousands of boys and 
girls werenever sohappy before. It wasarich feast 
to look in on these groups of from one hundred to 
one thousand children, and see them making way 
with turkeys and all the “et ceteras” which had 
been kindly provided. When forks were not 
handy, fingers were. When stomachs were not 
as big as their eyes, their pockets camein play. I 
am sure that if they were never stuffed before, they 
were then, outside and inside. 

Sunday evening last was the thirty-sixth anni- 
versary of the New York Bible Society. The ex- 
ercises were held in the Madison Square Presby- 
terian church, the Rev. Dr. Adams’s. The object 
of this society is to distribute the Scriptures in 
New York city. Last year it had distributed by 
its visitor 4,168 copies of the Bible, and 4,018 of 
the New Testament. Whole number of copies 
given away the last year is 74,598. Receipts, 
$16,361.24. Expenditures, $15,581.24. 

Monday evening of last week was the monthly 
meeting of the New York Sunday-School Tesch- 
ers’ Association. It was held in the Sixteenth 
Baptist church. A novel feature was introduced. 
The subject for discussion was “How to teach.” 





other. He will have a school in the forenoon, and 
an industrial exercise in the afternoon. 

The Rev. Mr. Lucas has resigned the pastoral 
charge of the Allen street Presbyterian church, 
New York, and the Rey. Mr. Hoover that of the 
Third Presbyterian church, Jersey City. The Re- 
formed Dutch church on the Heights, Brooklyn, 
have tendered an unanimous call to Rev. Mr. Eells, 
of Cleveland. It is expected that he will acoept. 

CLYDE. 
CHARLESTON, 8. €., Nov. 24, 1859. 


FAIR IN CHARLESTON—ANDERSON CONVENTION—SuNDAY- 
SCHOOLS IN SouTH CAROLINA—PRAYER-MEETINGS—N&W 
QUARTERS FOR THE SUNDAY-s8CHOOLS. 


AST Friday was a great day in the history of 
L the Sunday-school work in Anderson district. 
Anderson is one of the northwestern districts in 
South Carolina, and though not as large as some 
of the other districts, is more densely populated. 
A convention ef the Sunday-sehool people of the 
district had met a few weeks before at Anderson 
Court House, and adjourned to meet at this time 
in order to effect a permanent organization. The 
day was rainy and chilly, and consequently the 
meeting of Friday was not large, but it was a 
good meeting, and its results on the neighbor- 
hood must be good. A Sunday-sehool associa- 
tion fur the distriet was formed, auxiliary to the 
American Sunday-School Union. It will serve 
the double purpose of arousing a lively interest 
in Sunday-schools in the vicinity, and of contri- 
buting to the funds of the American Sunday- 
School Union, im order more extensively to prose- 
cute the work in that district. In the course of 
the meeting of Friday, it was stated that more 
than half of the children of Anderson district, 
were out of Sunday-school. This fact of itself, 
will do much to stimulate the energy of the friends 
of the work there, to put forth large efforts to 
gather these little people in. 

The schools of that section of country, are gene- 
rally in good condition. I visited several of the 
mission-schools, and was greatly rejoiced at their 
prosperity. The order, and the interest in these 
schools, although many ef them are held in the 
roughest kind of buildings, are not excelled by 
the best e¢ity schools. Our missionary in that 
regioh, Rev. W. T. Farrow, has done a great 
work amenug the Sunday-schools in reference to 
their winter operations. He has persuaded them 
that it is as easy to eontinue the schools during 
the winter, as to let them die out, and build 
them up again in the spring. At least one hun- 
dred sebools on his field will keep open during 
this winter, having at his suggestion purchased 
stoves, which they were formerly without. (The 
store dealers up there all think well of Brother 
Farrow.) The winters here are neither very 
cold nor very long, but they are cold enough to 
make it desirable to have fire, and long enough to 
half kill any school that will suspend while they 
last. It bas been found here as elsewhere, almost 
as hard work to re-organize “ frost-bitten” 
schools in the spring, as to establish new ones at 
first. The general opinion seems to be in favor 
of continuing open all the year, and braving all 
the extremes of heat and cold. 

The Festival in aid of the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association is now in progress in this city, 
The decorations of the hall in which it is held, 
are more magnificent than those of any Fair ever 
yet held in this country, The ladies have been 
at work for several months, making their pre- 
parations, and now feel amply repaid for their 
labors by the splendid sight which the hall pre- 
sents, and by the prospect of realizing a sufficient 
sum to complete the funds necessary for the 
purchase of the long desired “Hall.” ‘The deco- 
rations are in true Oriental style. A mammoth 
“ mosque,” occupies the centre of the hall, which 
is filled with the handiwork of the little children 
of the Industrial schools of the association ; and 
at convenient distances from the mosque stand 
the various tables adorned with minarets, as high 





as a two-story house, and with various other Tur- 
kish and Asiatic architectural arrangements, A 











prominent feature of this Fair is the daily issue of 


Wells, Esq., knows him to be eminently a practi- | a newspaper about the size of the “ Banner.” 


It is a really excellent little sheet, and contains 
much that is profitable for every Christian work- 
man to ready From present appearances it is to 
be hoped that the Christian Association will soon 
possess the hall which they have so long wanted. 
The interest in the union prayer-meetings is 
increasing. The meeting on Monday night, at 
the Circular church was largely attended, and 
was a deeply interesting meeting. The prayer- 
meetings of the various churches give signs of a 
great degree of religious prosperity. 
Two of our churches, those which have the 
largest Sunday-schools, are contemplating the 
ion of new buildi for their accommoda- 
tion. The work will probably soon be com- 
menced, and Charleston will rejoice in the posses- 
sion of two as good Sunday-school edifices as are 
to be found anywhere in the country. A. T. 








SAINT LOUIS, Nov, 25, 1859. 


Laptes’ CuristiaN AssocrATION oF St. Lovts—Tracr Dis- 
TRIBUTION—AN AGED SAINT—FAMILIES OF THE JERUSA- 
Lem CHURCH—CATHOLIC FAMILIES—A GERMAN TAtLoR 
AND HI8 Wire. 


ROM the report of the Ladies’ Christian As- 
F sociation of the First Presbyterian church in 
this city, I select a few items which I think will 
interest your readers. Among the duties assigned 
to its members is family visitation and the distri- 
bution of tracts. A visitor relates a conversation 
she hud with an aged woman in her widowhood 
and poverty, after having encountered the rich 
and selfish worldling. 

“Seventy years of toil and hardship had traced 
their indellible lines upon her face, and brought 
her tottering steps well nigh to the verge of the 
grave. Her children, who had long since been 
married and left her, being seattered far away, 
had not been able to afford her any permanent 
help, and she was relying upen her own industry, 
under Providence, for her daily bread. When I 
asked her if she knew Jesus, ‘O yes,’ said she, 
fixing her large moistened eye intently upon me. 
*ITknow him. He's my all, He’s been with me a 
great many years. When I’ve been sick he’s been 
my doctor, for I’ve been too poor to have any 
other. Aud when I’ve been well he’s been with 
me still, and helped me work. And so he’s been 
with me always.’ I asked her if she did not feel 
lonesome sometimes. ‘O no,’ said she, ‘I am very 
happy here with Jesus, when I can read and pray 
unmolested, and sing too, (for I’m very fond of 
singing the few sweet hymns 1 learned when 
young,) though I can’t sing but a little while 
without fatigue. ButI expect to get home before 
long, and then it won’t make me so tired and weak 
to sing. I'm glad you come to talk with me 
about Jesus, it is so seldom any one does. I 
thank you for it. It’s a good work.” 

Much more was said by her in a like manner 
and spirit, which proved just the refreshing and 
stimulus I needed, for I had entered her humble 
door with a sad feeling of discouragement. Ask- 
ing me for a tract which I was likely to neglect 
giving ber, (not thinking that she needed one,) she 
said she could read it, and lend it to her next 
door Catholie neighbor, whom no one else could 
induce to accept one, and it might do her good. 
A hearty “God bless you” fell from her lips as 
sheextended her withered hand in token of “good 
bye.” Icould not but thank the Lord for the 
testimony of such a witness to his holy religion. 

I next found three families belonging to the 
New Jerusalem church, recently established iu 
this city. They cordially invited me in, and 
seemed more inclined to religious conversation 
than most German families. They condemned, in 
the most decided manner, the loose notions that 
suv many of their countrymen bave in relation to 
the observance of the Sabbath. One of them 
seemed gratified im being able to say, that during 
the seven years of their married life, they had not 
spent 25 cents for Lager Beer, that they were re- 
gular attendants upon Sabbath worship, and were 
striving to live sober, Christian lives. 

In another house were a number of elderly wo- 
men. One of them, a Catholic, asked me what 
church I belonged to, to which I replied, “to the 
First Presbyterian church.” “0,” said she, “ that’s 
Dr. Bullard’s. I used to know Dr. Bullard. He 
was killed at the Gasconade. Poor man! and 
they say his church has been haunted ever since, 
and that he sometimes comes back himsel/, be- 
cause his spirit cannot rest in the other world.” 
This was corroborated by another woman, who 
had “friends personally Anowiny to all the cir- 
cumstances, and who could not be hired for fifty 
dollars to goinside of that church.” Such supersti- 
tion we find in St. Louis in the nineteenth century. 
I gave them some appropriate tracts and went on 
my way. 

Next, | find a German tailor and his wife, both 
young, and seated at their board industriously 
They both spoke English 
We soon entered into 
religious conversation. They were members of 
the Methedist church. Two months ago the wife 
was a Catholic. And could I record her expe- 
rience of conviction and conversion, it would be 
of exceeding interest. She spoke of her endeavors 
to find peace at the confessional, but all to no pur- 
pose. She spoke too of her efforts to gain light, 
and to find relief for her heavy heart. At length, 
by the aid of Christian friends, she was pointed 
to him who alone hath power to forgive sins, and 
was made happy in his pardoning love. And 
now worlds could not buy her hope of heaven. 

One more case only I will quote. It was that 
of a Catholic family—not of the bigoted sort, but 
literally very poor-—twelve in number, dependent 
upon their parents’ labor for support. Tears came 
into her eyes as the mother pointed out this, and 
that, and the other of her ragged children, saying 
that she should be delighted te have them attend 
the Sunday-scheol if they had clothes to wear. 
Catholies that they were, I could not but feel how 
probable would be the result for good, of a dis- 
ereet, kind Christian effort to bring them a// 
under the influence of a pure gospel. They spoke 
of the good tracts that had been left them, and 
wanted to see those ladies again. 


plying their needles, 
and received me politely. 


Surely in reading such reports as these, we must 
feel that this is a work im which every Christian 
heart should sympathize, and to which all should 
be inclined to give a helping hand. Truly “the 
harvest is great but the laborers are few.” May 
God put it into the hearts of many more to enlist 
in these works of faith and labors of love! 

A. W. C. 





GEORGETOWN, D. C., Noy. 24, 1859. 

A REVIVAL IN THR ScHoo1s—THR INFLUENCE OF THE 
SUNDAY-ScHOOL 'TIMES—A NEW CORRESPONDENT WANTED. 
bout two months ago, a great awakening was 
A experienced in one of the Methodist 
churches of Baltimore. The pastor in charge, 
published a letter, in which was stated, how many 
children came forward to the altar as penitents at 
one meeting. Our pastor, repeated the glad 
tidings in a Sabbath-school prayer-meeting here, 
and asked the question, why we could not have 
such a meeting, and as many penitents. Our 
scholars were sensibly affected; and not many 
days after, at the commencement of protracted 
exercises, we had such a meeting, and a number 
of conversions from among our scholars. Of 
those who first went forward as seekers, and 
among the youngest of the number, several have 
since united with the church. It is a hopeful 
sign that they are fully sensible of their obli- 
gations, that they have cherished the desire te 
do so in the face of some discouragements, ari- 
sing from friendly fears on account of their 
youth. I suppose that not less than twenty-four 
young persons, between the ages of ten and 
eighteen, came forward to the altar at different 
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times, and with three or four exceptions, all 
have united with some branch of the Christian 
church. We have quite a number of boys among 
the converts, who meet in class every week, and 
testify to each other of the goodness and grace 
of God, to the praise and glory of his name, 
We had some accessions from grown people, and 
heads of families also. 

We have had a joyful time. As we have often 
rejoiced in reading the good news from a far 
country in the Sunday-School Times, we wish you 
now, dear fellow-laborers, to rejoice with us, and 
we would ask the question, why may not you, 
north, south, east and west, have as many peni- 
tents, and as many happy converts as we have, 
and a great many more. One of the fruits of 
this awakened interest among us, is that several 
persons have offered their services to the Sab- 
bath-school, which we think, a hopeful sign. 
Our monthly Sabbath-school prayer meeting has 
been well sustained since our revival, and we are 
hoping to see others brought into the fold of Christ 

A movement has recently been made in our 
Teacher’s Convention, to introduce the Sunday- 
School Times into all the Sunday-schools in our 
town, and also to establish a regular correspond- 
ence with it from Georgetown, and thus add what 
we can to the disseminating of the Sunday-School 
Times, and farnishing something of interest to 
its readers. Wishing you great success in the 
advancement of the Sunday-school cause, we 
commend you to God and the word of his grace. 

A Teacher or tHe Metnopist Prot. 8. 8. 





COLUMBUS, Ohio, Nov. 12, 1859. 
Tae SuNDAY-scHOOL MOVEMENT IN Onto—MR. CarpLaw— 
A GERMAN SuNDAY-SCHOOL—THE SINGING. 


LEASE find accompanying, a brief account 
P of the quarterly meeting of the Columbus 
Sunday-School Union Association, held on Tues- 
day evening. As you may imagine after reading 
the report of the same, we had a very interesting 
time. The meeting was one of unusual interest. 
Your agent for Ohio and Indiana, the Rev. B. W. 
Chidlaw, acquitted himself, as he always does, 
with marked ability. 

On last Sunday we had a reunion of the Sunday- 
schools under our charge, and the collection of 
Sunday-school scholars might of a truth be called 
a “Sabbath-school army.” The services were 
appointed to be held in the Town street Methodist 
church, quite the largest church edifice in the city, 
and it was filled to overflowing by Sunday-school 
scholars and teachers, long before the hour named 
for the commencement of exercises, After filling 
the body of the church, the Lecture and Class 
rooms in the basement were thrown open, and 
they were filled immediately. At the appointed 
hour (half past 3 P. M.,) the exercises were com- 
menced by singing the hymn, “ Happy greeting’ 
to all ;” then prayer by the Rev. Mr. Span, of the 
Methodist Episcopal church; singing; reading 
the 23d Psalm, “The Lord is my Shepherd, &c.,” 
by the Rev. Mr. Grover, of St. Paul's Episcopal 
church; singing; then followed addresses by the 
Rey. Mr. Chidlaw and Mr. Weed, of Cincinnati, 
and others, &c. One very interesting feature in 
the exercises was a hymn in German, sung by a 
choir of 300 well trained German Sunday-school 
children, under the charge of the Rev. Mr. Mease, 
of the German St. Paul’s church. The Rev. Mr. 
Mease offered prayer in the German language. 
Our meeting was truly what it professed to be, a 
The day was one long to be remembered 
by not only all who participated in the services, 
but by the people of Columbus generally. 

Yours truly, James C. Wetmore, 
See’y of Col. S. 8S. U. Ass'n. 


re-union, 


To tHe CrLass or THR LATE Mrs. Merriam, 
SpPRInGriIe.p, Mass. 
Y DEAR YOUNG FRIENDS :— 

I love to think of the pious dead,—especi- 
ally of those, resting from their labors, whose 
works follow them. It bas often happened, in the 
providence of God, that the influence of a pious 
life, was far greater after death, than while the 
individual was alive. The example of the poor 
widow, who cast in her two mites, has been, and 
no doubt will be, to the end of time, referred to 
as a model of unselfish benevolence. It has 
humbled the arrogance and self-sufficiency of the 
wealthy, while it has encouraged the poor to come 
with their mites, being assured, that, according to 
God's arithmetic, if they give from right motives, 
they will not be a whit behind those who give of 
their abundance ; and of the woman who anoint- 
ed the Saviour’s feet,—wherever the gospel has 
been preached, her pious offices to the Saviour 
have been spoken of as a memorial of her. And 
how the good works and alins-deeds which Dorcas 
did—the coats and garments which she made 
while she was alive, have prompted to thousands 
of such benevolent acts in succeeding ages. 

And, I infer, my young friends, that your late 
beloved teacher did not labor in vain. She, no 
doubt, instructed her class faithfully, in their 
duties to God and their fellow men. And, as 
probably one of the fruits of her pious instructions, 
I have to acknowledge the receipt from them, of a 
liberal contribution from her class, to aid in es- 
tablishing Sunday-schools,—the institution which 
she loved,—among the destitute children of our 
land. 

Your offering is a beautiful and appropriate one. 
While it shows how fondly you cherish the memory 
of your beloved teacher, and appreciate her in- 
structions; it alse shows that you are desirous of 
promoting after her death—in her name—the ob- 
jects she sought to promote while living. Who 
can doubt but that, from the mansions of the 
blessed, she now looks down with complacency 
upon the efforts of her beloved class, to give the 
gospel to the poor—the very object which brought 
the Son of God from heaven to earth. 

I now take pleasure in informing you, that 
your contribution of $10, committed to my hands 
for distribution, has been given to a school 
recently established near Memphis, Scotland 
county, Mo. They report to me fifty scholars and 
It is the first attempt ever made, to 
organize a Sunday-school in that neighborhood. 
The people have hitherto had almost no advan- 
tages for intellectual or moral improvement. None 
have cared for their souls. The common school 
has been taught only three months in the year, 
and that usually, by the cheapest teacher they 
could get, without much regard to his qualifica 
tions. The Sabbath has scarcely been recognized, 
except as aday of recreation. Drinking, gambling, 
and their kindred vices have greatly prevailed. 
It was difficult at first to find teachers, and it was 
thought the school might fail for want of them. 
But a superintendent was found in an adjoining 
neighborhood, who will attend every Sabbath. 

A small sum was raised in the neighborhood to 
procure some instructive books. But nothing 
could be raised for a library. It was deemed very 
important that they should have one, so I gave 
them a ten dollar library, consisting of one 
hundred select volumes on your account. It was 
received with many demonstrations of gratitude 
and delight. I have heard nothing from the 
school since, but cannot doubt that the books have 
been circulated and read many times, with in- 
terest and profit. God grant that they may be 
the means of kindling up @ light in that dark 
region, that shall lead many to him who is the 
light of the world! 

May God bless you, my dear young friends, and 
reward you an hundred fold for your kindness and 
liberality to our poor children! And, that you 
may so live, that by the grace of God, you all, 
shall hereafter, sit down with your dear teacher in 
heaven, is the earnest prayer of 

Your humble friend and servant, 


A. W. Corny, Superintendent. 
St. Lowis, Nov., 1859. 


ten teachers. 
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SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF THE 


JAYNE’S HALL PRAYER-MEETING. 


HE 23d of November was celebrated in the 
noon-day prayer-meeting at Philadelphia, as 
the second anniversary of its establishment. 

It is impossible to convey in type the spirit and 
feeling that characterized the exercises through- 
out. The grace of “brotherly love” at all times 
in exercise in our noon-meetings, seemed pecu- 
liarly prominent as speaker after speaker recount- 
ed the great benefits they had reaped in the past. 
The daily mingling of Christian affection and 
sympathy which this noon-day assembling has af- 
forded, was the occasion of hearty thanksgiving. 
The meeting was altogether just such an one as 
the large-hearted Christian loves. 

The chairman of the committee in charge pre- 
sented the following brief statement : 

“Since the first day of January last a daily re- 
cord hag been kept of the petitions and the parti- 
culars of each meeting, preserved in the form of a 
book, which is always open for inepection. 

Since the first day of the present year the 
meetings have been changed in locality many 
times, from different causes; but notwithstanding 
these interruptions they have never been discon- 
tinued in one instance since their commencement. 

The record-book now contains the proceedings 
of 275 meetings, presided over by 23 ministers, 
199 laymen, 28 brethren of sister cities, compri- 
sing in all 15 different denominations of the family 
of Christ. 

The expenses during the year for the different 
places of meeting, printing, &c., &c., have amount- 
ed to $1,585.05, The monies received to pay 
these expenses during the same period, amount to 
$1,305.16; leaving a balance of $279.89, for which 
the committee are still responsible. 

These meetings, as the committee believe, have 
always been conducted upon the most liberal 
Union principles; and considering the perfect 
freedom granted, the large number who partici- 
pate, and the fallibility of the human understand- 
ing, there has been comparatively little to mar its 
usefulness, or interrupt that blessed tie that binds 
our hearts in Christian love. 

Let us thank God to day for blessings past, and 
with a more reliant love, a more humble faith, let 
us trust him for all that’s to come.” 

The Rev. ALFRED COOKMAN remarked: 
I wish to take this opportunity to praise God 
publicly for the institution of this noon-day 
prayer-meeting. Besides the personal advantage 
which I have received—and that has not been a 
little—besides the opportunity which has been 
afforded me of cultivating the friendship of my 
brothers and sisters, whom otherwise perhaps I 
should not have known, and whom I recognize as 
Christians beloved, loving them quite as well I 
think us» members of my own particular church 
or denomination—hesides all this, there is ano- 
ther reason; I have a cherished brother, who 
bears the name of our father. He was the com- 
panion of my childhood. We played together ; 
we attended the same school; we slept in the 
same bed: we knelt at the same mother’s knee. 
He grew up to manhood a stranger to Christ. I 
need not say to these friends that I had often, 
constantly, taken him to the throne of heavenly 
grace. One day I ventured to rise in this noon- 
meeting, and solicit the pleadings of God’s people 
in behalf of that beloved brother. (od heard our 
prayers, and for a number of months he has been 
a fellow pilgrim with me on Christ’s highway of 
holiness. Hand in hand we are walking in the 
direction of the Jerusalem above ; and better than 
this, we are now an undivided family in Christ, 
with the glorious expectation of meeting our pre- 
cious parent, who has gone on before. 

Mr. C. also bore testimony to the blessed effects 
of the meeting on his own congregation. 

The Rev. Dr. LEYBURN directed the thoughts 
of his hearers to the memories which the meeting 
was calculated to awaken. The speaker thought 
of the young brother, who sat beside him, (Mr. 
Bliss,) who could recall the infancy of the effort, 
when ao little band of brethren met with him in 
Fourth street, to pour out their souls before God ; of 
many who like his brother Cookman, could look 
upon brothers, and sons, and near and dear ones 
brought to Christ through this meeting; of his 
ministerial brethren, who had long been sighing 
for the presence and blessing of the Spirit in a 
great work of revival among their flocks, and who 
at last had seen the seed they were sowing in 
tears, springing forth, and bearing fruit to his 
glory and their joy. And more than all, he 
thought of the memories of those who kad once 
mingled in these delightful scenes and seasons of 
prayer, who once poured out their hearts with 
ours, but who are now in yonder glorious church, 
where they are resting from their labors, and en- 
joying the fruitition of those hopes which they 
expressed to us in our communings with them 
here. Yes, continued the speaker, they remember 
this meeting; and [I doubt not that whilst we 
celebrate this anniversary on earth, their glorified 
spirits are bending over us, and they are mingling 
their sympathies with us, and sending up their 
hallelujahs with our praises before the throne. 
The speaker then recounted among the blessings 
for which this meeting will ever be remembered, 
that it has broken down those barriers which 
have long separated the different branches of 
the familits of Jesus; that it has spread revivals 
in churches where they have never been known 
before; that it had begotten sweet experiences in 
hearts that had never known what the love of 
Jesus was; and lastly, it had raised up a noble 
band of young men, who were ready and glad to 
“Stand up for Jesus,” anywhere and everywhere, 
to his glory. 

Mr. H. H. SHILLINGFORD referred in gra- 
phic terms to the times and the seasons which 
gave birth in our city to such a means of blessing 
as the Jayne’s Hall prayer-meeting. When hu- 
man hopes and expectations were being crushed 


and wrecked all about us; when it seemed to him’ 


as he walked up Fourth street, “like walking 
through a vast grave-yard,” and lamentation was 
heard in every counting-house, then it was, on 
the 23d of November, 1857, that men sought the 
face of the Lord, and gathered for prayer. God 
Almighty had confounded the financial wisdom of 
this world, and showed men the vanity of riches, 
and the folly of trusting in any but in Him who 
made the heavens and the earth. Some bowed 
not to this dispensation direct from heaven; they 
were driven to insanity. Others rushed to the 
intoxicating bowl, and became the horrible vic- 
tims of intemperance. But thanks be to God, 
many of his children, and others who followed 
with them, rejoice to-day that he came just in the 
way he did, and brought them to trust in him— 
that he opened their eyes, which the god of this 
world had blinded, and drew their hearts nearer, 
nearer to God, and happiness, and heaven, 

The Rey. Dr. NEWTON desired his hearers to 
look at another view of the meeting—a picture 
interesting, graphic, inexpressibly beautiful to the 
Christian’s eye. Suppose, said he, it were a possi- 
ble thing to have daguerreotyped, and presented 
before us in a single view, the moral results of 
this meeting—what a thrilling, soul-stirring pic- 
ture would that be! He thought he could see on 
it all those anxious ones who had come up asking 
blessings—who had implored deliverance from 
temporul ills, relief in sickness, comfort in sorrow, 
and had had all their fears allayed, their tears 
wiped away, and they sent away glad at heart. 
Then, too, there would be the burdened soul—fet- 
tered by sin, who had gone out from this meeting, 
or from its infuence as felt elsewhere, loosed from 
his chains, and rejoicing in the liberty of Christ. 
And if on that canvass we could see every parent 
who had come asking for the conversion of a son 








or daughter, every husband for bis wife, brother 
for sister, friend for friend—if we could see them 
come, as my brother Cookman has come, to cast 
the image, glorious with the light of God’s grace 
and truth, upon the centre of this picture; and if 
we could follow out these influences to the circles 
where they belong—to families, congregations, 
communities, neighborhoods, cities, countries— 
and if we could see this holy influence pervading 
the whole, and like yonder sun bathing in spiritual 
light and blessedness a fallen but redeemed world, 
Oh! what a glowing, glorious, brilliant, trans- 
porting picture that would be! No man’s imagi- 
nation can paint such a picture. But it is paint- 
ed; and the day is coming when we shall look 
upon it; when we shall see our brother Cookman, 
with hie brother, redeemed through the mercy of 
God in answer to our prayers, with their loved 
and venerated father; and our dear brother Tyng, 
whose memory comes to us to-day fresh and vivid ; 
and that great company of God’s redeemed, who 
have been blest and saved through this instru- 
mentality! All this we shall see, dear Christian 
brethren. Then, O, how will every heart glow 
with gratitude, and every tongue sing forth the 
praises of our God! 

The Rev. Mr. CRACRAFT expressed his sur- 
prise that his good brother, Dr. Newton, should 
propose to hang his picture of the results of this 
meeting before the assembled audience. Why, 
said he, such a canvas would have to be hung 
upon Jupiter or Mars! He then referred to the 
extension of the influence to other lands—that 
noon prayer-meetings had been started in Eng- 
and, in Ireland, and even in dark, benighted 
Africa. To him it had, in just the form it assumes, 
been nothing new, but already since he had been 
in our city, he had himself felt ite blessed influ- 
ence, and his congregation had also caught the 
spirit which emanated from it. 

A CLERGYMAN from the West rose to thank 
God with the rest for the benefits he had received. 
The reading of the reports of different prayer- 
meetings in the newspapers, and especially a tele- 
graphic despatch from this meeting to that in 
Fulton street, had under God been the means of 
conversion to bis beet and most intimate earthly 
friend. ° 

The Rev. JOHN CHAMBERS, desired that all 
ministers present should rise before the assembled 
congregation, and “in the presence of the people, 
and under the burning eye of the omniscient 
Jehovah, pledge ourselves to do more for God, his 
grace assisting us, than ever before, to sustain 
our meeting; and that by God’s blessing we will 
live together, pray together, weep together, hope 
together, and rejoice together, over the mighty 
power of the Spirit in the saivation of souls.” 

At the speaker’s request the congregation sung 
the hymn, 

“ Blest be the tie that binds.” 
and the ministers present, to the number of about 
sixty, rose to their feet, and thus took the pledge 
above recorded. 

The venerable President NUTT, of Union Col- 
lege, then addressed a few words to the audience. 
He reminded them that great results often sprang 
from sma!) beginnings ; and compared the results 
of this Union movement in the form of noon-day 
prayer-meetings, so feeble in their beginnings, to 
the triumphal spread of the Christian faith from 
realm to realm, kingdom to kingdom, although 
they were few in ber who as disciples of Christ 
met in the secret chamber after the Saviour’s re- 
surrection. The same story and the same plea 
are used by Christians now as then—the glorious 
story of the cross, the plea, “The Lord is risen— 
bas risen from the dead !” 

Mr. GEORGE H. STUART then appealed to 
the young men in the most earnest and affectionate 
terme, to acquit themselves as good soldiers of 
Christ, to come boldly to the rescue of souls; and 
desired that they too should rise and pledge them- 
selve to this effect before the audience. 

A large number of young men arose and took 
the desired pledge. 

Mr. JOHN C. BLISS, 2 young man who has 
been honored by God as the chief instrument in 
the establishment of the Jayne’s Hall meeting, 
addressed a few words to the audience. It was 
with mingled emotions he stood before them and 
rested at noon-day under the shade of the tree that 
had sprung from so humble a planting, and which 
had spread its branches so wide, and afforded so 
many from day to day a shelter from the cares and 
trials of the busy world. He had seen the picture 
that had been alluded to, spread out before him; but 
he would have it, not painted on canvas, where it 
would svon be effaced, but engraved on the heart, 
and where the image of Christ might be reflected 
through and through, and shed its light and heat 
upon the soul, that it might burn with such a glow 
and brilliance that the world would look on with 
admiration, and other hearts be won to the love 
and service of the Master. 

The speaker entreated all to remember on whom 
they were dependent for success—the Spirit of 
God; without whom all human effort was worse 
than vain. “If God be for us, who shall be 
against us;” but without his Spirit enabling us, 
we may plant and Apollos water, but no increase 
will rejoice our eyes or gladden our hearts. The 
speaker concluded by addressing to the young men 
in forcible, eloquent language, the solemn ques- 
tion, “Have you the Spirit of Christ?” “If any 
man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of 
his !” 

The Rev. Dr. MURRAY, of Philadelphia, said 
afew words in closing. He had been deeply affect- 
ed by the whole scene of the morning. He had 
felt that solemnity and responsibility which he 
experienced on the day of his ordination to the 
work of the ministry, and that seene had been 
vividly recalled to his mind. He simply desired 
the prayers of Christians present that he might 
keep the vow he had made, and for the bl 
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SEASONABLE BOOKS. 
THE 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


INVITES ATTENTION 
TO THEIR 
LARGE AND CHOICE ASSORTMENT 

or 

. NEW 

ATTRACTIVE AND INSTRUCTIVE, 
RELIGIOUS AND MORAL 
BOOKS 

FOR 


CHILDREN AND YOUTH, 


SUITABLE FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS, 
IN VARIOUS STYLES, SIZES AND PRICES 
TO MERT THE 
TASTES AND MEANS 
OF ALL. 
AB Catalogues may be had without charge by ap- 
plying to 
THE AMERICAN SUNDAY.SHOOL UNION, 
No. 1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
375 Broadway, New York, or 


141 Washington Street, opposite old South Church, 
Boston. 


SPELLING AND READING BOOKS, 
The Alphabet; containing the large and small 

letters, with vowels, large and small, 

and the common points, on a large card 

of stiff binders’ board for the reading of a 


of a whole class or school . . . . each 12 eents. 
Same ; large and small letters, with five plain 
reading lines, and the fi 1 to 9, on 


gures 
binders’ boards, 9 by 12 inches, designed 
for the use of a class or tingle scholar. each 
Same, on a card 7 by 9 inches ~ . each 
Same, on still smaller cards, with readi 
lessons, designed foe the use of a single 
scholar... . + .. . . . by 100 75 cents. 
The Union Primer; 86 pages, 18 mo. 

This popular elementary book is now published in a 
new and superior style with new engravings. Price 
$2.00 per hundred. 

The Union Spelling-Bookh , originally compiled 
for the American Sunday-School Union, 
and embellished with nearly one hundred 
pictorial illustrations. The spelling and 
reading exercises are suitable alike to 
Sunday and daily use, 120 pages, 12mo. 


5 cents. 
8 cents. 


QM. sp ow gt ee ey st se Cee 
The First Reading-Book; 24 pages, 12 mo.; 
a with great care, and designed 
the youngest reading-classes in Sun- 
day daily schools. It contains 
simple and useful lessons, illustrated with 
engravings ....... . by100 3 00 
The — a Reading-Book ; 48 pages, 12mo. 
<a ee ee 5 00 
The Spelling-Oard, with twelve lessons and 
the Lord’s Prayer, 6 by9 inches by 100 200 
REWARD TICKETS, ETC. 
Small Reward Tickets on blue pasteboard, with 
a@ passage from the New Testament on 
Ce ee - by 1000 50 cents. 
Same on red pasteboard . . . . . by 1000 50 cents, 
Small Reward Tickets on various fancy- 
colored r, in ‘pe . byl 65 cents. 
Picture Reward Tickets with a Hymn by 100 25 cents. 
The Illustrated Scripture Cards, for Schools 
and Families, with an engraving, text and 
verse on one side, and questions on the 
back ofeach. 26cardsinapack . 15 cents, 
Monthly Scripture Proofs, in a neat case 12 cents, 


EMBOSSED PICTURE CARDS. 


Beautifully printed in oil-colors, and suited for Rewards 
in Familfes and Schools. A Packet, containing Sixteen 
Sorts, in ornamental wrapper, 25 cents. 

Also, Tue Cuity’s PACKET, containing Sixteen Sorts, 
beautifully printed in oil-colors, 
wards in Families and 8c! 
per, 25 cents. 

The Beginning and End of In} ; ining 12 
— printed in colors, and beautifully embossed, 25 
cen 


Also, a new and b iful series, ill ing the 


PILGRIM’S PROGRESS. 
Containing 12 cards printed in colors, and enclosed in 
a highly ornamental cover. Price 25 cents. 
THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 











REQUISITES 


FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS, 


The American Sunday-School Union publishes a variety 
of helps for Sunday-school teachers, and all who are en- 
gaged in the study of the Bible. 


UNION QUESTIONS. 


This popular series of Question books is in 16 volumes. 
They have been circulated all over the country, and have 
assisted thousands of teachers in imparting scriptural 
knowledge to their classes. 


Votume 1. Containing the life and miracles of Jesns 
Christ 


VoLumE 2. Containi the parables and other instruo- 
tions of Jesus Christ. 

Votcume 3. Embracing the creation of the world to the 
deliverance of the children of Israel from Egypt. 

Votume 4. Embracing the release of the Israelites to the 
death of Joshua. 

yas Containing questions on the Acts of the Apos- 





Votume 6. Embracing the death of Joshua to the death 
o ls 

Voiume 7. From the death of Samuel to the Babylonian 
yp yee 

VoLums 8. eg 3 questions on the Epistle to the 


Votume 9. Comprising the history of the I 
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THE ‘ one 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
In addition to the large number of books 
already on its catalogues, 
Being Over Twelve Hundred Distinct 


WILL ISSUE A NEW BOOK 


Rivet 


Every Saturday Morning During the Tear, | 





PUBLISHED 


To-Day, Saturday, December 3d, 
THE STAIN UPON THE HAND. 


18mo. cloth, with beautiful frontispiece and engraved 
title-page. Price 12 cents, 
This little volume is fitted to give a vivid idea of the 
nature of sin and the bitterness of its fruits. 
ployed with tore than ordinary 
joyed with more 
salutary im 
science. Would thet was the 
pre deed all the books which fall into the hands of 
children and youth. 


Pos.isnep, SaruRDAY, NovEMpER 261TH, 


BESSIE GORDEN’S LESSON. 
18mo. Cloth, with engraved frontispiece and vignette 
title page. Price 12 cents. 


This little volume is fitted to correct the very 
lent habit of wasts into which children often fall. 
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dents of Bible history into the narrative, and the reader (be sd not 
is carried forward from one illustration to » Searce- or trifling of fetion. all 
ly conscious how much valuable knowledge he is acquir- See Seemed ae Hae Guat «= the 
tng by the way. We are confident this little volume will | S¢ciety 1s established. sun 
ree with those who prefer wheat to chaff. ache & Library of the Americana 
he contents are: The Narrative; or, the Bow and Ar- | Sanday Union is as complete ® library as any 
rowe—Word by Word; or, the Flower Papen we. - The nambiy le sow being inerumity 
rate Clauses; of, The Ayplonf the Kye Parallel Clases, RIMS of diferent vison, and for different ob- 
or, the Longin, 5, or, 
newed Heart Single Verse: or, The Ossie in the De- | 8%, are furnished as follows: 
sert—Parallel Verses; or, The ntment and the Small Libraries. 
Svceniae-Commmpeted Verses; 7“ . ae of the 
tare—Successive erses; OF. jar Connection— THE CHILD’s 
Quoted Verses; or, Prophecy Fulfilied—The Gospel Key; ventpdee Westar tome ane Mie on 
or, The Two Testaments—' Scope; or, Para- morocco backs, lettered and numbered, only = 
bles—The Occasion; or, The Removal of —The the Library, being at the rate of 5 cents per volume, 
Analogy of Faith ; of, Eta THE CHILD'S HOME Y, more then 
THE MISSIONARY KITE. 18meo. Clotb, tyo handed and thirty it bok In ean 
with engraved frontispiece and vignette title page. 48 ens pictures. mo 
A very im narrative, showing the of resort back neatly put up ins box or cass, 
child thie, and illustrating’ the by | and only $3,60 for the Library. 
whic rough a mysterious idence is often 
secomplsed in a wa —| antip nor eigved. The Village and Family Libraries, 
we w we can to advance ness of our fellow 
creatures, God will provide the ways and means for caleonah, Wal "Giese Felten atee Wines 
making our efforte successful. Price 12 cents, spective departments of literature and science. POPULAR, 
THE UNKNOWN PATH; Or, THE HISTORY | !2 *tyle; #0 that, instead of being to one class of 
OF MAKGAKET FURBES, 96pp. Cabinet size, the Lay may P ~—_ . 
An ly i ing narrative, illustrating the | Popramas, may ts “hhnnd-books” abroad 
wisdom and benevolence of Divine Providence, and the | and at home. pan ge ay ine 
power of very humble agencies to bring about important | bold and occasionally ILLUSTRATED WITH pet red 
results. Illustrated with a beautiful and | Iwas. y are done up in sete of 24 volumes each, uni- 
elegantly bound in muslin, Price 15 cents. formly bound, with muslin backs, at $3 per set, or 1234 
THE LITTLE HERDSMAN. cents each, under the title of— : 


The design of this little work is to teach children in 
the country to look from the works of nature to their 
great Author. 24mo. Price 20 cents. 


THE MOUNTAIN DAISY. 

A delightful story of a little girl, which all the little 
girls ought to read. It is by the author of Taz Fmst 
Twenty Years or My Lire. Price 30 cents. 
EMBLEMS FROM EDEN. 

\A deeply ifistructive and profitable book, for older 
scholars, parents and teachers. It is by the author of 
“Lire In Karnyest.” 12mo. price 50 cents. 

HOW TO DO RIGHT. A Charming Story 

Book for Little Buys. 24mo, Price 15 cents, 


Five-Dollar Libraries. 


THE JUVENILE LIBRARY, No. 1, containing 100 


in 75 volumes, from 52 to 
18mo, with muslin backs and nF 4 
each volume numbered, with 12 catalogues 


of the same. 

THE WORKING MAN'S FRIEND. 12mo. | THE JUVENILE LIBRAR’ books 
lilustrated; pp. 276. Price 70 cente. Lancto duly — rig 
A useful and interesting book, showing that the work- 

ing man suffers, if he is defrauded out Sabbath. It Ten-Dollar Libraries. 


will be extensively read by all who love the sacred day 
rest. 


THE LABORER’S WIFE. 57pp. 18mo. Price 
15 cents, ’ 


It would be difficult to find another fifty-seven pages 


oe ee ae Ee a ae and 
inent counsels touching the virtues of domestic life. 
author has rare fitness to treat of such subjects, 


has had rare unities to notice the habits 

Piaboring which toe Kindntae te 

thrift and prosperity. e think no one will read this 

Sacks withese © wish Shas the ented bes quauiiy eahant 
= Gdnieahh ition of d " 





TORTOISE AND ROBIN RED-BREAST. 

Price 15 cents. S6pp. 18mo. 

An ingenious fable, teaching very impressi the care 
of our heaven! Father for the ane wr vn A oda 
One much to books, said that the was so beau- 
tifully and naturally told, that he caticely eget it was a 
fable while reading it. We doubt if the impression it 
makes will ever be lost. 


THE LAND OF MYSTERY i OR, SCENES 
AND INCIDENTS IN CENTRAL AFRICA. 18mo. 

8 ill ions, anda lithographed map. Price 40 cents. 
This volume is written to im to Sunday-school chil- 
dren a knowl of the lute eries in Africa, and of 
the efforts which have been made to bring its benighted 
bondage of sin to 





from darknees to light—from the 
the glorious liberty of the gospel. It contains a map, 
showing the various missionary stations in the country. 


EVELYN GREY, OR FLOWERS THRIVE 
IN SUNSHINS. 18mo, 836 pages. Price 50 cents. 


The Story of a “ Spoiled Child,” who was placed in cir- 
cumstances of great trial, which led to her change into a 
useful and consistent Christian girl. It is a deeply inter- 
esting book, and will be extensively read. 

THE BARCLAYS. TRYING TO SERVE 

TWO MASTERS. 12mo., price 45 cents. . 

This iuteresting book is a narration of incidents 


taken 
from life, and strictly in accordance with truth. It has 
been written in the of leading some wandering dis- 


ciple in the right aud of illustrating the truth of 
our Saviour’s words, “Ye cannot serve God and Mam- 
mon. 


THE SCHOOL-GIRLS IN No. 


40. 
Price 20 cents. 


18mo. 





from 

lonian Captivity to the end of the Old 

Testament, including the books of Daniel, Kzra, 

Esther and Nehemiah. 

VoLumE 10. Containing questions on the Epistle to the 
Romans <i 


Votume 11. Containing questions on the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. 
Voiume 12. Containing lessons d 


view of the whole Bible. 
VoLumE 13. e Consecutive 


7” 


igned to give a general 
Union Question-Book. 








of God upon his congregation. 

The deeply solemn services of ,the morning, 
after being extended with unanimous consent 
half an hour beyond the usual limit, were closed 
with the benediction by the Rev. Dr. NOTT. 

The day was a fit beginning for a new year in 
the history of the Jayne’s Hall prayer-meeting. 


IF there are two days of the week on which, at 
the family alter, and in the closet, there should be 
special energy of soul in prayer, they are Satur- 
day and Monday. On Saturday, that God’s min- 
istering servants might be faithful and efficient in 
the pulpit. On Monday, that the dew of heaven 
might fall on the soil of the heart, that the seed 
sown there might germinate, and bear fruit unto 
God. ‘ 





LET us hoki on to the good work, brethren ; let 
not our faith waver, nor our hearts sink within us. 
Jesus is faithful ; let us trust in him for the revi- 
val of his work. All we want is more love; more 
love for him, and for each other. Let us pray for 
it. Let us pray that the ministers of God’s sacra- 
mental hosts may get close together, walk arm in 
arm towards heaven. Then our flocks will walk 
arm and arm, and Jesus will be with us, and our 
journey will be pleasant to the celestial palaces. 





I HAVE ever been a disbeliever in Winter grace, 
or in Spring grace, or in Summer grace, or in 
Fall grace. I have always heard that God was 
the same “yesterday, to-day, and forever;” and 
that whenever the people of the Lord did thar 
duty, both as individuals and as church members, 
that God would bless them without regard to 
weather or temperature. Don’t let us be looking 
forward, brethren, to the approach of Christmas, 
or expect that then the work of revival is to 
begin in this goodly city—let us expect it now, to- 
day. Now is God’s time. 


The Consecutive Union Question-Book. 


Union Question-Book. 


VoLume 14, 
Mark. 

Votumz 15. The Consecutive 
Luke. 

yong Pag The Consecutive Union Question-Book. 

obn. 

The above series furnish a course of instruction for 
nearly all the books he Bible. They abound with 
Scripture references, aud the “Consecutive” Question- 
Booke have the texts of the Scripture printed on the page 
with the questions. The above are bound in Boards, price 
Scents each. An edition is also published, printed on fine 
paper, with interleaved pages for memoranda, which the 
teacher may wish to write. This edition is bound in 
sheep. Price 40 cents. Besides the above, the Uuion 
publishes : 

The Child’s Scripture Question-Book, designed for the 
Younger C of Sabbath-schools. The answers 
to the questions in this book are short, simple, and, 
as far as practicabl ——— gnag 7 peed 
18mo, embellished w twenty-one 
Price 8 cents. : oon 

Questions on Biblical Antiquities. By Rev. Dr. Neville. 
Price 8 cents. 





Man Lost and Saved. This is a series of exercises, em- 
bracing the leading 
and designed to indoetrinate the 


and 
ate in the simple truths of the le. Each of the 
twenty-four lessons contains a pictorial 


illustra- 

tion, the verse of a hymn, a few texts of 
= and appropriate questions. Price 8 
cen 

Lessons on the Acts of the Apostles, Designed for more 
advanced Bible-classes. By Kev. 8. H. Tyna, D.D. 


8 cents. 
The Elementary Scripture Question-Book on the Old 
Testament. Part I. Price 8 cents. 
The Elementary Scripture Question-Book on the Old 
Testament. Part II. 





Price 8 cents. 
One Thousand Q | and Propositi for Sunday- 
schools and Bible-classes. Price 8 cents. 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


NO. M22 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 





IN PRESS, 
And will be published in a few days, 


RAGGED HOMES: 


AND HOW TO MEND THEM. 


An admirable exposition of the condition and exigencies 
of that portion of the community referred to, and the 
modes of reaching them. 
THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
1122 Cagsrnut Street, PaapeLpais. 








A book which will be read with interest by every 
boardi girl. It speaks of the lessons to be 
I from the experience which is met 
with at such institutions, and shows the necessity of a 
course of strict integrity and humble reliance on God, in 
whatever situation in life we may be found. 


as Syme CHARLEY’S PUZZLE. 18mo. Price 
2 cen 

Little Charley was a motherless boy,-whose aunt took 
care of him, but did not tell him aboutGod. He dered 
who made the trees, and b and insects, which so 
much delighted him as he rambled t the fields, 
and told a kind lady how much it puzzled him to know 
where they came from. She enlightened him, and th 
pd ae he was led to become ® good 





EMMA ALSTON THE NEW . 
12mo. Price 55 eae. wei 


LIZZIE CLAIRE; OR, THE LAST PENNY. 
1smo. Illustrated. Price 12 cents. 
ELLEN MORDAUNT, OR THE FRUITS OF 
True Religion. 402 pp. l2mo. Price 70 cents, 
FREDDY THE RUNAWAY; OR, THE LOST 
ice 20 cts, 


OR, 


ONE FOUND. i8mo. Pr 

THE MASTER KEY. 18mo. Price 25 Cents. 

THE WOODCUTTER OF LEBANON. 144 
pages. l2mo. Price 35 cents. 

CHLOE. LANKTON; OR, LIGHT BEYOND 
THE CLOUDS—A story of real life, 12mo, price 70 
centa, with a portrait and view of her both 
from a photograph. 

BESSIE DUNCAN}; OR, THE FIRST YEAR 
OUT OF SCHOOL. idmo. Price 30 cts, 

NATURE'S SCHOO OR, LESSONS 
TUE CARDEN AND THE YIELD” 300 pagee “tines 
trated. Price 75 cente. 

HANS AND HIS NORTHERN HOME. Beau- 
tifully Lustrated with Kight elegant Wood Cuts. 12mo. 
Price 70 cents, 

THE BRIDGE OVER THE BROOK. 18mo. 
lilustrated, Price 12 cents. 





THE FIRST TWENTY YEARS O 
LIFE. By Tinh Richmond. 12mo. Mustrated 


cents. 
THE WORKING BOY'S SUNDAY IM- 
PROVED. Beautifully Mlustrated. 12mo. Price 66 





cents, 

BROKEN CISTERNS; OR. E STO 
JESSIE WORTHINGTON. beautifully iMlanreed 
Thick 12mo. Price 75 cents. 

The above are beautifully and strongly bound, in 
extra muslin. Many of themn are aunale idustrated, 
They may be ined at the Depositories of the , 

blications, and from booksellers ly. Full 

[ogues of the Society's Publications, also sam of its 

Periodicals will to cunt. an agyliealion tea staan 

B. y , living en wah ot bookseller, any 

on the 6 sent b: 
“ on recep of the published peien. ee 
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THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
No. 1122 CuestNur Sregsr, PHILADELPHIA, 
NEW YORK DEPOSITORY, 


iets Rg ign Ne AND FAMILY mak, 
taining select from 


mach alae retary nae 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


1122 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, 


THE NEW ACCOUNT-BOOKS, 





The Superintendent's Condensed Record-Beok 


made, with no trouble to teacher, scholar, or 
and with a vast saving of labor to the librarian, 
not obliged to k 
of books in a 





our 
best and is finding its way inte 
mane’ "We lene breudd lo tes eaten Eta 
Sion Into the echocts of our eounng: 
Puce, 20 conta. 
Published by 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHUOL 
No. 1122 Chestnut street, 
And for sale by all booksellers who keep hi 





WESTERN SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.—THE 
attention of Pastors and is ie 
vited to the extensive stoek of Books for sale at 
SABBATH-SCHOOL DEPOSITORY, 

91 RANDOLPH , CHICAGO, 








No. 875 Baoapwar. 
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rr yer,| ii Pe Tees 
A ppsise' he effect. William of this confession 
L ms | almost emma ae 


and communing with oneof the 
“chos 1e1 tion,” the “royal priesthood,” 
the “ Y was a be- 


loved; and instantly the bonds of that blessed 


fe y were felt. But in accordance with 

his plan, of a test to the 

ane aeaeae AAT: Tet coy 
me to ou 

aa t be a learned man.” 


The poor fellow gave a searching look in 
the face of his questioner: “I don’t know who 
ee ee 1 t you here; but 
this ‘ me to be sey verti 
man that asketh a reason of the hope that is 
in me; rere rae Sea ee mew eS 
with meekness and fear. You see, sir, what 
acripple 1am; but you don’t know what a 
sinner I am,” 


“How that? mye can’t get ome to 
drin game, and carouse, as others can. 
How d nm have sinned?” 

“Tam one of the vilest of sinners for all 


that. I thought because God had made me 
such a poor lame cripple, and punished me so 
much for nothing, as I thought, that therefore 
I might take y to sin; for | said he 

'd never be so hard as to punish me here 
and hereafter both. And it was the 
easiest sin for me to get at, I took tocursing and 


sw r . However, aboutthree years 
ago (aad viessed be God for it) one day when 


I was mo on my crutches over to the door, 
to catch oy Be nab oh I was taken with a 
terrible pain, and I cried out, and fell down. 
Presently a thought came into my mind, 
‘What good have I ever done in my whole 
life? Why, none at all. Then I shall not go 
to heaven ; and if I don’t go there, I must go 
to the other place.’ For you see, sir, I didn’t 
Khow any other way to heaven than by my 


own works.” 

“Well,” asked the minister, “is there any 
other way than doing all the good we can in 
order to gain God’s favor ?” Z 

The cripple’s face lighted up while he an- 
swered, “By the deeds of the law shall no 
flesh living be justified; for by the law is the 
knowledge of sin ;'—‘Not by works of right- 
eousness which we have done, but according 
to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost, 
which he shed on us abundantly through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour.’ But,” he went on 
to say, “in this distress I preyed and they 
were the strangest ers, I suppose, you 
ever heard in your | God heard them. 
Somchow they d to please him; praying 
is just telling God what we feel we want of 
him. I then took to reading a Testament we 
had in the house. At first I could find no- 
thing but what condemned me—awful words, 
about ‘serpents and generation of vipers, how 
can ye the damnation of hell?” Then 
1 took to reading it over again; and when I 
came to the blessed first chapter of the First 
Epistle of John, and read these precious words, 
‘The blood of Jesus Christ the Son cleanseth 
us from all sin,’ I felt that that precious blood 
healed me, and I seemed as if I were in a new 
world. I could now repent, I could believe, 





I could love God; and if I had hada thousand |- 


lives, I could have laid them all down for 
Christ.” 

“Well,” asked bis visitor, “have you never 
sinned since that time?” 

He shook his head with a mournful smile 
as he replied, “If we say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us.” 7 
“But if you were to sin so as to fall away 
after all this, had you not better have remain- 
ed in your ignorance ?” 

“Being confident,” was the ready reply, 
“that he who hath begun a good work in you 
will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ; 
If any man sin we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is 
the propitiation for our sins.” 

This poor afflicted cripple, who had never 
read any book but the Bible, never heard a 
sermon, nor crossed the threshold of a house 
of prayer, was nevertheless, through the teach- 
ing of God’s Spirit, applying his own word, 
evidently wise unto salvation, rich in faith, 
a child of God, and an heir of his kingdom. 
He possessed spiritual beauty, however great 
hie bodily deformity ; and though clothed in 
miserable rags, he was covered with the glo- 
rious garment of the Redeemer’s righteous- 


ness. 

To test poor William in another direction, 
his unknown friend asked, “Do you think, 
then, that it does not signify what sins you 
commit, or how you live, now that he is be- 
come your Saviour?” 

Buta holy indignation rose up in his face while 
he replied, “God forbid! How shall we, that are 
dead to sin, live any longer therein? For the 
love of constraineth us; because wé 
thus jadge, that if one died for all, then were 
all dead ; and that he died for all, that they 
which live should not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto him which died for 
them, and rose agein.” 

Whilst saying thie, in his deep earnestness 
of — looked full in his questioaer’s 
face, saw the sparkle of a rising tear 
which would come gushing from the hidden 


| and 9 
fe gree etary marge 


wz. My de 
sr «7 ON pieke 


lifted him- 

from his low s both of the 
hast. answered m. 

prayed ay er 7 and talk 

i died.” 
lonely ey ho parr a 4 

w ly mee 
and find they are going the 
road, with the same home of rest in 
; then er and praise to the one 
0 Medlator, in the unity 
visits to William’s hovel followed ; 
scheme was formed for placing him in 
position, though he 
any . “Tecan live 
allowance, [which was only two 
week ;] and some 
God’s , who have families, are in 
much greater want than I.” 

No one knew that the hour was slmost 
come when he should “see the King in his 
beauty,” and “be satisfied when he awoke 
with his likeness.” One evening, a very short 
time after the discovery of this Bible-taught 
Christian, when, seated on his low stool, he 
was reading his one book to his ignorant 
mother, he suddenly stopped, and said, “Mo- 
ther, I am taken very ill; help me up the 
ladder” (their only staircase) “and put me in 
bed; and then I shall have only one more 
step higher, and I shall be in my Father's 
house.” She got him up the ladder, and ran 
out fo: n—her one remedy for all evil! 
But when she came back, bringing a neighbor 
with her, the power of speech was gone, and 
in a few more minutes poor William was 





prayer. 1) 
epoca idly seach 















| sleeping in Jesus.—Tract Magazine. 





TOO ACTIVE TO FREEZE. 
LOOKED to nature. It was a clear, cold, 
I bright, winter's day. The crisp untrod- 
en snow which covered the landscape 
sparkled in the sunlight as if with millions of 
gems. The little stream, that in summer was 
always dancing and singing by the wayside, 
was now Co! y frozen over, silent and 
still under its «| covering; but as we ap- 
proached the mill, where a little fall was 
visible in its channel, there it was leaping and 
sparkling as m as in the midst of a 
summer's day. Cold as it was on every si 
and frost-bound as the stream was above an 
below, here it was too active and busy to freeze! 

From nature, I turn to history. It is sun- 
set on the Alps. A traveller is descending 
from the summit, when a storm arises, 
and the winds w; and the snow fill- 
ing the air, rapidly buries all traces of 
his path. He struggles on till his way is 
lost, and night sets in in its horrors, 
when bewildered, di ged, exhausted, he 
sinks down to die. The last thought has 
been given to home and kindred and friends, 
and his soul commended to its Redeemer, 
and the numbness is already stealing on his 
senses and limbs, when a sound of distress is 
borne on the tempest to his ears. It is an 
appeal to his humanity, that rouses him even 
from the stupor of death itself. With an 
effort he rises and follows the sound as it is 
repeated, and soon finds a fellow-traveller 
like himself benighted and exhausted, and 
lying down to be wrapped in the winding- 
sheet spread by the tempest. Earnest for Ais 
brother's safety, he puts forth every effort to 
rouse and animate and aid him; and his ex- 
ertions are crowned with success. His ac- 
tivity has kept himself from freezing, and saved 
a fellow-being from death ! 

From nature and history, I turn fo the church. 
A disciple who has every motive to faithful- 
ness is getting cold, indifferent, unspiritual. 
He has entered the backslider’s path, and is 
making rapid progress in it, when by the 
providence of God, and a word from his pas- 
tor, he is led to become a tract distributor, 
and a teacher in the Sabbath-school. Before, 
he was in danger of freezing—of becoming 
cold himself, and, like a mass of ice, diffusing 
a chilling inflvence around him. But now, 
he is too busy to freeze. Activity is giving him 
aglow. Motion is developing heat; and al- 
ready others are gathering warmth from his 
example, and led by it to effort in the cause 
of Christ, and for the souls of men. 

The water, the traveller, the disciple, oach 
has a voice for us. We must be diligent, de- 
voted, earnest in our Master's service, if we 
would be kept from being cold and lifeless 
and useless. We should aim to be too active 
to stagnate, too busy to freeze. We should 
endeavor to be like Cromwell, “ who not only 
struck while the iron was hot, but made it hot by 
striking ;” like the missionary who said, “ // 
there be happiness on earth, it is in laboring in the 
service of Christ ;” like the blessed Redeemer, 
whose meat and drink it was to do the will of 
God. The vineyard must be cultivated ; and 
the command is, that we enter it and work, 
There is wofk enough to be done, and the in- 
junction is, that we do with our might what 
our hands find to do. To be healthful, we 
must be active; to be happy, we must be use- 
ful; to receive the promise, we must have 
done the will of God: we must be diligent, 
active, earnest, if we would make our call- 
irg and election sure, and have at last an 
open and abundant entrance into the kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee 
a crown of life.” 








Not Knongh of: Christ in the Sermon. 


MINISTER in one of our large cities had 
prepared and preached, as he supposed, 
a most convincing sermon for the special be- 
nefit of an influential member of his congre- 
gation, who was known to be of an infidel 
turn of mind. The sinner listened unmoved 
to the well-turned sentences and the earnest 
appeals; his heart was unaffected. On his 
return from church, he saw a tear trembling 
in the eye of his little daughter, whom he 
tenderly loved; and he inquired the cause. 
The child informed him that she was thinking 
of what her Sabbath-school teacher had told 
her of Jesus Christ. 

“And what did she tell you of Jesus Christ, 
my child?” he asked. : 

«Why, she said he came down from heaven 
AND DIED FOR Poor mg!” and in a moment the 
tears gushed from eyes which had looked 
upon the beauties of only seven summers, as 
in the simplicity of childhood she added, 
“ Father, should I not love One who has so 
loved me?” 

The proud heart of the infidel was touched. 
What the eloquent plea of his minister could 
not accomplish, the tender sentence of his 
child had done, and he retired to give vent to 
his own feelings in a silent but penitent 

rayer. That evening found him at the pray- 
ng circle, where, with brokenness of spirit, 








he asked the prayers of God's people. When 
he came to relate his Christian experience, he 
gave this incident, and closed his narration 
by saying, “Under God I owe my conversion 
to a little child, who first convinced me by 
her artless simplicity, that | ovuawr To Love 
ONE WHO HAD 80 LOVED ME.”’ 

The minister, on returning from this meet- 
ing, took his sermon and read it over care- 
fully, and said to his family and to himself: 
« There is not enough of Jesus Cunist in this 
discourse.” 

Tuxrs is no such way to attain to greater 
measures of grace, as for a man to live up to 
that little grace he has. 


‘| acted upon by repeated doses of bitter medi- 


of | and bear the burden. 























poreasesnieanbern ss atari oa - ‘Porthe Sunday-School Times. — 


If by any means I might Save Some. 
VERY minister has his idiosyncracies; 
and though he may not he may 
: the means of bringing a few to the throne 
grace ;—and who shall estimate the value 
of even one soul! 
As in bodily ailments, some constitutions 
require severe remedies; so in many cases 
where the ‘soul is diseased, it can only be 


cine. The place of torment is dwelt upon, 
its terrors painted in glaring colors; the 
doom of the wicked, and God’s hatred of sin, 
fall like drops of molten lead upon the smit- 
ten heart, and the soul hastens to seek recon- 
ciliation with an offended God. 

To others, by nature differently constituted, 
this style of preaching would never win 
souls. They are to be brought to Jesus 
through love, and not through fear. 

The minister who suits them, is he who 
sends. from the pulpit, messages of love from 
a crucified and risen Redeemer. Heaven is 
made attractive—its glories dwelt upon. He 
speaks of the joy of the angels over one sin- 
ner that repenteth. He discourses of God’s 
good , our indebtedness, and our unwor- 
thiness, until the sin-sick soul, prostrate at 

feet of Jesus, asks forgiveness of its sins, 
and supplicates for strength to take the yoke, 





After all, it makes very little difference as 
to the manner of preaching, provided the 
right matter is made use of. What mayseem 
merely commonplace to many, may prove the 
great link in the chain that shall draw one 
soul heavenward. 





Only Waiting. 
Only waiting till the shadows 
Are a little longer grown; 
Only waiting till the glimmer 
Of the day’s last beam is flown; 
Till the night of earth is faded 
From the heart once full of day; 
Till the stars of heaven are breaking 
Thro’ the twilight soft and gray. 


Only waiting till the reapers 

Have the last sheaf gathered home, 
For the summer time is faded, 

And the autumn winds have come; 
Quickly reapers! gather quickly 

The last ripe hours of my heart, 
For the bloom of life is withered, 

And I hasten to depart. 


Only whiting till the angels 
Open wide the mystic gate, 

By whose side I long have lingered 
Weary, poor and desolate ; 

Even now [ hear the footsteps, 
And their voices far away; 

If they call me, I am waiting, 
Only waiting to obey. 


Only waiting till the shadows 
Are a little longer grown, 











me to do this or that, is their age, while 
conscience has nothing to do with mat- 
ter, but a pride of opinion. By such men, 


acting under false lights, we have known the 
peace of particular churches to be destroyed, 
and the harmony of the church generally en- 
dangered. A little more self-knowledge, a 
little more respect for the opinion of others, 
and a little less self-confidence, might prove a 
seasonable grace to such men, and save the 
church of Christ from no small annoyance. 





For the Sunday-School Times. 
‘>We all do Fade as a Leaf.” 


EAR TEACHER, how suggestive is this 

time of the falling leaf! Remind those 
dear ones who look to you for instruction, 
that in nature now we see but a type of our 
common lot—that as each leaf, frosted and 
withered, falls silently and gently from its 
accustomed place, making the parent branch 
bare and desolate—so we, one by one, are 
passing fast away to our last earthly resting- 
place, leaving hearts and homes sorrowing 
and lonely. The frosts of death may be now 
hovering o’er us, ready to descend with 
blighting power, only restrained by a single 
mercy-cloud. Tell them that, though young, 
the Fall of their lives may be very near, and 
urge them to give their hearts at once to 
Jesus, and thus be prepared for any change. 
And oh! as you speak to them of these 
things, pray that your own heart may be en- 
tirely committed to the Saviour—that your 
piety may be autumnal in its kind, full of 
fruit. 

Be not content unless each scholar forms a 
part of your harvest at last. And to this end 
fail not to use every effort within your power. 
Come before them prepared—bringing lessons 
from the seasons, or wherever they can be 
had, to interest and instruct, always mingled 
with the truth, simply and only as it is in 
Jesus. So God will bless you, and in the 
day of the great ingathering you shall join 
that mighty host of reapers who shall go up 
“rejoicing, bringing their sheaves with 
them,” to celebrate the great “Feast of the 
Harvest.” ALABAMA. 


For the Sunday-School Times. 
HINTS TO TEACHERS. 

HE grest int which Sunday-school 
T ers should keep in view, is to per- 
form whatever they attempt in the most effi- 
cient and best manner possible. Many per- 
sons of very benevolent characters have been 
mistaken in attempting too much, because 
they have thus been compelled to neglect 
some essential parts of very important en- 
gagements. Teachers should be reminded 
that the engagements they have voluntarily 
formed, bind: them to fulfil their duties de- 
votedly, and to suffer no encroachment upon 
the time and attention which are sacredly 
pledged. 

1. As to attendance. Keep a correct ac- 
count of the attendance of each child, and 
never suffer a child to be absent without 
knowing from his parents the cause. If the 
teacher canaot see the parents, send a note to 
the following effect: “ was absent from 
school this ——. Please state the reason by 
the bearer.” Enter the excuse in the class 
book. 

2. Secure the affections of your class. 
This may be accomplished by the teacher 
manifesting an interest for his or her class in 
the school, at the homes, in the street, &c., 
and this once accomplished, the teacher will 
have few difficulties to contend with. 

3. Lessons, Appoint lessons which can be 
easily learned, and try to bave them said cor- 
rectly and fully understood. It is exceeding- 
ly important that children should be made to 
understand all they recite, and teachers iwust 
study the lessons themselves in order that 
this may be accomplished. Occupy the whcle 
time allowed for instruction in the school, and 
never leave your class without giving them 
one truth to carry home with them. 

4. Visiting the parents. This may be done 
and should be done once a month, by taking 
two each week. Always visit them when 
sick, and your influence will greatly increase, 
and by this means you secure the co-operation 
of the parents and your influence as a teacher 
will be much extended. 

5. Prayer. This is a duty which should be 








ON READING. - | 


N reading books, some young people are | 
like the butterflies. They are looking out | 
for stories, and, as they turn the leaves, they 
skip the passages which contain nothing 
wonderful or amusing; and after half-an- 
hour or so, they throw away the book, and 
hurry out to play. But a diligent scholar 
goes straight on, gathering knowledge and 
wisdom—the honey of the mind—from every 
page, and storing it up for the days to come. 
And as the Bible is like a garden in the midst 
of common fields, as it contains sweet and 
fragrant flowers which are to be found no- 
where else, he loves to go there and treasure 
in his memory its faithful sayings. | 


“ How sweet unto my taste, 0 Lord, 
Are all thy words of truth; 

Yea, I do find them sweeter far 
Than honey to my mouth.” 





Only waiting till the glimmer 
Of the days last beam is flown ; | 
Then from out the gathering darkness, | 
Holy, deathless stars shall rise, | 
By whose light my soul shall gladly 
Tread the pathway to the skies. 
—The Friend. 


| 


{ 
For the Sunday-School Times. | 


THE MARCH OF CIVILIZATION. 


TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH os 
LOUIS AIME MARTIN. | 


RAPID examination of human laws, put 
A in relation with the laws of nature, has 
shown us the world shaking its chains and | 
marching with firm steps towards truth. In 
order to complete this picture, let us cast our | 
eyes upon the moral condition of the globe, | 
notin the narrow limits of the kingdoms | 
which divide the soil, but in the larger divi- 
sions established by forms of faith, which pro- 








perly constitute a people. The luminous 
track is entirely in the progress of the gospel, 
because the gospel, in its primitive purity, is 
only a new expression of the laws of nature, 
which originally uttered only good will to 
man. 
sured, and it will be easy to understand the 
future of the human race. . 

At the present hour more than a third of 
the inhabitants of the globe have received 
the law of Christ, and live under the power 
of that word which creates nations. Europe 
is the centre of this civilization, and France 
and England the points of departure. There, 
in the isolated cabinets of a few wise and good 
men, the destinies of the future seem to be 
prepared ; these spring up and develop those 
generous thoughts of humanity and liberty, 
whose circle continually enlarges, spreading 
through Europe, and from Europe multiply- 
ing itself through the world. 

Into this sublime league of intelligences, 
the United States of America come with the 


| bees on a parterre where a fuschia had 


Let the influence of this light be mea- | 





ardor of young manhood, to unite with old 
Europe. More fortunate than we, they have 
had no “ middle ages.” England, in her de- 
sire for mastery, inspired them with the need 
of independence. They learned from their 
masters to cherish liberty, and the first news 
of their glory came like a grand example to 
the trans-Atlantic nations. Young America 
was free at her birth. No habits of servitude, 
no regrets for the past, no Gothic prejudices 
troubled her victory. She had not to combat 
theocracies which crush the masses down into 
the depths of misery and ignorance; she sees 
aot one acre of her soil polluted by the Brah- 
minic superstitions, or disgraced by the fiery 
zeal of proselytism. Al) the sects established 
there have claim, in a greater or less degree, 
to the spirit of the gospel. Oh! spectacle be- 
fore unseen by mortal eyes! America was 
born with liberty, toleration and intelligence. 
She escaped at the same time from monkery 
and from barbarism. Her oldest memories 
are those of glory and freedom, and without 
having passed through the darkness of in- 
fancy, she reaches the age of truth, rich in 
the experience and in the rights of the human 
race. 

Thus one-third of the inhabitants of the 
old world and almost the whole of the new— 
two hundred and seventy millicns of men— 
form to-day the army of civilization; and in 
the midst of this army, France and England 
rise like two stars whose beams project them- 
selves over the whole earth ! * 





Self-Conceit and Conscience. 


HILE no two things admit of a more 

clear distinction than these, they may 
be and have been, in some instances, strange- 
ly confounded. We will specify but a single 
cease. The dogged opinionativeness of some 
men, by which they not only annoy those 
around them, but not unfrequently disturb 
the peace and obstruct the progress of the 
church, is dignified with the name of con- 
science. With contracted views which pre- 
vent a full and comprehensive grasp of any 
subject, they adopt an opinion, which a more 
perfect knowledge might have led them to 
mistrust, and maintain it with obstinate per- 
tinacity. Its fallacy and dangerous tendency 
may be pointed out, without in the stightest 
degree staggering their faith in it, and 
although the general voice of the wise and 
good may be opposed to it, they persist in 
holding and propagating it, under the plea 
that it is with them a matter of conscience, 
which at all hazards they must adhere to. 

A man’s conscientious convictions, pro- 
vided they are the result of a deliberate and 
reasonable investigation, are always to be 
respected, and yet how often is an obstinate 
self-conceit obtruded as a dictate of con- 
science! My conscience impels me to parsue 








this course, or my conscience will not permit 





In some plants it is not easy to get at the 
honey. “The well is deep.” The tube of 
the honeysuckle itself is very long, and it 
needs skill and patience to pump up the 
nectar. And of some flowers, such as the 
snap-dragon, the mouth closes with a spring, 
so that it needs a great effort to push the lips 
asunder. One day we were watching the 





been planted. This fuschia had a blossom | 
like a long, slim pendant of coral, and | 
although each blossom had a tempting drop | 
of honey at the extremity, it was too faraway | 
for the longest sucker to reach, and the fun- | 
nel was too narrow for the smallest bee to 
penetrate. So, what did they do? They 
bored a hole in the side! Just at the point 
where they knew that the honey was lodged, 
they drilled a little opening, and drew out the 
entire contents of each taper flask, so that, at 
last, there was not one left which they had | 
not broached in this ingenious fashion. 

Of most of the Bible the meaning is very 
plain. Like sugar on the leaves of lime, 
the sweetness lies on the surface; but in 
this garden of heavenly wisdom there are 
what the naturalists would call labiate and 
personate flowers—flowers which it needs some 
effort to open, and some skill to explore. But | 
“search the Scriptures.” Every word has a | 
meaning, every text has its use; and when | 
you cannot find out the meaning yourself, ask | 
your teacher or your parents to tell you. Nay, 
like our fuschia, there are some portions of | 
the Bible which we could hardly understand | 
at all, if other passages in the same Bible did 
not show us the meaning. An Ethiopian 
nobleman was reading in his carriage the fifty- | 
third of Isaiah, but he could not understand | 
it. Like a bee tantalized by the scent of 
honey, he hovered round it, conscious of | 
something wonderfully attractive and delight- | 
ful, but to him utterly inaccessible, till Philip | 
joined him, and with the auger of the gospel- | 
story, made an instant opening. Better than 
“wine and milk” there gushed out that living 
water, the hope of which had brought this | 
stranger the long journey to Jerusalem, and 
in the depth of the desert his thirsty soul 
drank from this well of salvation, and began 
to live forever.— Hamilton. 


| 
THE DYING SUNDAY-SCHOOL CHILD. | 


CHILD from a poor family had an in- | 
temperate father, who often used to ill- 
treat his wife and family. The child had 
been to the Sunday-school, and had there 
learnt to love Jesus. She was taken ill. The 
physician told the father that his little girl 
would die. No; he did not believe it. Yes, 
she will; she cannot live more than a few 
hours. The father flew to the bedside; he 
would not part with her, he said. | 
“Yes, father,” said the dying child, “you 
must part with me. I am going to Jesus. 
Promise me two things—one is, that you 
won’t be unkind to mother, nor drink any | 
more whiskey.” 
He promised in a solemn, steady manner. 
The little girl’s fage lighted up with joy. 
“The other thing is, promise me that you | 
will pray,” said the child. 

















“] cannot pray; don’t know how,” said the | 
poor man. 

“ Father, kneel down, please. There, take 
the words after me—I will pray. I learned 
how to pray in the Sunday-school, and God 
has taught me how to pray, too; my heart 
prays; you must let your heart pray; now, 
say the words. 

And she began in her simple language to 
pray to the Saviour of sinners. After a while 
he began to repeat after her; as he went on 
his heart was interested, and he broke out 
into an earnest prayer for himself. He be- 
wailed his sins; confessed and promised to 
forsake them ; and entered into covenant with 
God. Light oroke out upon him in his dark- 
ness, and he felt the preciousness of Uhrist. 

How long he prayed he did not know; he 
seemed to have forgotten his child in his 
prayer. When he came to himself he raised 
his head from the bed on which he had rested 
it; there lay the little speaker with a lovely 
smile upon her face; her little hand was in 
that of her father, but she had gone to be 
among the angels. 

Oh! Sunday-school teachers, take courage 
in your work. Gather in the children, and 
sow in their hearts the good seed} you know 
not whether shall prosper this or that, or 
whether all shall be alike good. 


JFISHOP COWPER thus spoke of his disso- 

lution to his weeping friends: “ Death is 
somewhat dreary, and the streams of that 
Jordan which is between us and our Canaan 
run furiously; but they stand still when the 
ark comes.” 





WirHHOLD not good from those to whom it 





is due. 


| what her teacher talked about—how kind they were to 


attended to by every teacher morning and 
evening, when each scholar by name ought to 
be presented at the mercy seat. 
Sabbath-school teacher, the best digested 
plans will avail but little without a heart 





deeply interested in this blessed cause. Strive 
for higher attainments and qualifications for | 
a greater degree of usefulness. It may be 
you have done so. It may be you have count- 
ed the cost. Difficulties must be overcome. 
Pray for grace to be faithful unto the end. 
Children one after another are leaving your 
class, and with you life’s day work may be 
nearly ended; and yet much remains to be 
done. Let each day as it passes bear witness 
to a stronger desire, to greater exertions to 
promote the glory of God, and the good of 
immortal souls. Soen you will be called to 
give up your account. Who in that day shall 
be able to stand and hear the sentence, “Well 
done.” M. 
Philadelphia. 


For the Sunday-School Times. * 


A Little Child Shall Lead Them." 


M*xt years ago, when Sabbath-schools 
were not as numerous as they are now, 
alittle girl with her pious parents was accus- 
tomed to walk three miles every Sabbath to 
attend a church and Sabbath-school in Phi- 
ladelphia. There the little girl girl learned 
to love the Saviour, and now her heart ached 
for her poor little neighbors who had no re- 
ligious instruction, but played and visited 
among themselves all of God’s holy day. She 
tried to induce them to go with her to the 
Sabbath-school, but the distance was too | 
great. At length, with her mother’s consent, 
she invited the little girls to come to her | 
house on Saturday evening, and she taught | 
them over what she had learned the previous | 
Sabbath. She could not afford to buy tick- | 
ets to reward her little scholars, but she stu- | 
died her lesson carefully every week that she | 
might always receive her own, and these she 
employed a second time for her own little 
class. Thirty litfle girls were thus brought | 
every week to listen to the holy Bible and to | 
learn many precious passages from it which | 
they could never forget again in all their lives. | 
All this was brought about by a little girl 
only twelve years old, who loved the Saviour | 
and longed to do something to honor him. 
Dear little children, how much good you | 
might do if you would only set about it in 
earnest. | 
A little girl, whose mother was but recent- 
ly converted, and who used to pray much 
with her child, at length became herself con- | 
victed of sin, and at last found peace in be- | 
lieving. | 
“Oh, mother,” she said, her heart overflow- | 
| 
| 








ing with love, “if all the world knew this! I 
wish I could teli everybody. May I not run 
in and tell some of the neighbors, that they 
may love my Saviour too ?” | 

“My dear child, they would all laugh at | 
your experience and call it a delusion.” | 

“Oh, mother, I think they will believe me. | 
May I not go and tell the shoemaker over 
there ?” 

Permission was given and the glad child 
ran into his shop and began earnestly to talk 
with him about his soul, telling Lim that he 
was a great sinner, and could not be saved 
except by Jesus Christ; that she was a great 
sinner too, but God had heard her prayers 
and forgiven her, and now she was so happy! 
The man was amazed to hear the child’s | 
words, but they went to his heart, and threw- 
ing aside his work he kneeled down and beg- 
ged for mercy at the throne of grace. This 
was the beginning of a revival in which some 
fifty persons were brought to the feet of Jesus. 

J. BE. L. 


THE NEW JERSEY CONVENTION. 


Continued from Third Page. 


down to her mother, her eyes swollen with tears, and 
said, “Mother, if you don’t let me go to Sabbath-school J | 
shall die.” This touching appeal affected the mother, | 
and she talked with her a little while and said, * My little | 
girl, what is it you have at Sabbath-school that makes 
you so fond of it?” She then went on to tell her mother 





her. “Why, mother,” said she, “if you were to go there 


| and hear what our teacher says to us, how she talks to 


us about Jesus, how he loves us, and takes care of us, 
you would like it too. Mother, let us go. The priest 
won't know it; if he does, waat odds, mother? Let us 
go.” She thus pressed her mother to go with her to her 
dear Sabbath-school. The next morning the teacher 
called upon the mother to know the cause, thinking the 
little girl was sick. [And remember this, teacher, if 
your scholars are absent, don’t fail to visit them at their 
omes, No one can have greater influence with the pa- 
rents than the teacher.} The mother told how sorrowful 
her little daughter had been because she had®been direct- 
ed by the priest to keep her from Sunday-school. “But.” 
said the mother, “she shall go; and she’s been pressing 
me very hard to go with her.” “Well,” said the teacher, | 
“ we shall be very happy to receive you, too: we have a 
Bible-class in the school there, and there are a good | 
many adults init. If youcome you can go to that class; | 
or you might sit with your child.” The following Sab- | 
math the mother came, and sat by her daughter, and 
listened with deep attention to all that was said by the | 
teacher. On the next Sabbath she was there, and the 
third, and the fourth, and the fifth Sabbath. She re- H 


mained in the school, and was fi 
pg wed , and wai nally brought to the feet | 


Another incident I will relate, which occurred in the | 
town of Fox Lake, Dodge county. A little zirl of seven 
years and six months, who was in the habit of coming to 
her Sunday-school, had a drunken father. She became, | 
though young, a Christian. One morning, as had been | 
her custom, she entered her closet; and her mother | 
thought she would follow her, to hear what she was say | 
ing in her prayers. She had left the room door open that 
she might listen. She saw her upon her knees, with her | 
hands folded, and her face upturned, and heard her child- | 
ish voice in the petition, “Lord, have mercy upon my | 
father! Lord, have mercy upon my drunken father! | 
The mother went down stairs to her husband, r 
in the hovse, and said to him, “Thomas, come up stairs.” 
He went up, and there they both stood at the door, while 
their little one still continued in fervent supplication in 
the use of the same words, 

drunken father!” The father listened. He went down 
stairs. He was a tailor by trade; and as he told me him- 
self, said he, “I could not work; I tried, but I could not 
All that day I spent walking about my room. Such a | 
| day Lhad never spent before. The thought of my little | 


| 
e, # poor drunken wretch, | 


who was | 





“Lord, have mercy on my | 











| girl in her closet praying for m 
was too much for me. That night,” continued he, “I 
| put my coat on, not to go to the ale-house or the 
| Saloon, as I had done before, but in. search of a 
| prayer-meeting. He went to prayer-meetinz, and | 
in the presence of God’s people made bh 





is confession, | 


and told the circumstance I have just related. That 
was the means of bringing him to the feet of Jes 





He signed the pledge in the presence of the ios 
that night, He is now superintendent of days: 
at Fox Lake, ebiiatetieunal 


This is only another of many facts, that show t 
Sabbath-school enterprise is a missionary ogy 
doing an important and effectual mission-work for us in 
our State; and if we had teu missionaries our churches 
would be very glad to receive them. 1 may say since I 
have been in the State, twelve months, all the churches 
have received me most cordially. My mode of operation has 
been just this: When I would go into a district, and find 
that there was no Sabbath-school, and a number of chil- 
dren were in the place, | would try to find out some Chris- 
tian there, to whom I would go and talk about the Sab- 
bath-school enterprise. I would ask to what denomina- 
tion he belonged, and what kind of a school we should 
have. A school we must have—that was certain. Well, 
if there was a sufficient number of one denoudnation to 
by ee = ~< be such a school. If not, it must be 
a Union-school; and we say to the Baptists, and Con 
gationalists, and Methodists, and Presbyterians, « fou 
must all take hold of it—we want youall. We must have 
a echool, a Union school; we can’t do otherwise.” But 
when I organize a echool in a city, a mission-school, where 
1 can get a church of any one denomination to take hold 
of it, Llike to do it better than to have a Union-school 
because I can leave it in the charge of that church to 
look after and sustain it, and by and by we shall have 
another church epringing up to bless the surround 
community. This has been the case in one or two schools 
organized quite recently, this last spring, One school I 
organized in a district where they had had no preaching 
or Sabbath-school for three years—and here | would say 
that this is a tender point to speak upon here, for there 
may be many who have friends there, and they are very 
much afraid that we make things look darker than they 
really are. A gentleman met me in the city of Racine, a 
minister, and said he, * Now, brother Sauuels, be care- 
ful; don’t put any color—that was his word—on the mis- 
sionary letters that you send Kast, Don't make it ap- 
pear that we are a great deal worse than we are. I have 
read some letters that have pained me very much, just in 
this respeet.” Said I to him, “My brother, I have a let- 
ter in my pocket now, that I want to read to you.” It 
described a scene five miles from the city of Racine, where 
there are 23 or 27 families, L have forgotten which. and 
not one of all these families attended a place of worship ; 
and as 1 remarked before, they had had no Sabbath 
school or preaching in that district for three years. I 
read the part of the letter to this gentleman that 
stated this fact. Said I, “We are now just about 
five miles from the very spot; but if you had seen 
this in a paper, you would not have believed it, you 
would have said, ‘Oh, there’s no such place so near Ra- 
cine as that.’ Now, come, ride out with me in your bug- 
gy, and we will find the spot, and find it just as I have 
stated it in this letter.” Since then we have organized a 
school there, and there is stated preaching nearly all the 
time. A small church will soon be established there. 

In the city of Milwaukee we have done a good deal in 
the mission work. You are perhaps aware that a great 
number of the population hare are Germans. And I 
would here state a fact that oes to prove, to my mind, 
that when we begin to work in the Sabbath-school enter. 
prize, God’s blessing seems to follow all our labors, th: ugh 
it may appear very dark sometimes. One school we or- 
ganized last wiuter presented, I thought, the darkest 
prospect Lever had known. It was in the Ninth ward 
where they were nearly all German infidels. A gentle- 
man said to me, “ Why, there’s no use of trying to organ- 
ize or sustain a school there, no use, no use. © Kv ery family 
in the district is an infidel family.” Said 1, « That's just 
where the school is wanted. If you brethren will come 
with me—there were a few German Christians there who 
were very anxious to have the school—we will have one.” 
By their earnest efforts we organized one, and it went 
forward. There was one little fact in connection with 
this enterprize very encouraging, as showing that when 
we work in faith God is with as. Lt shows also the 
gd of the yo = they will to do good. 

here were three little boys who came to that schc 

the first Sabbath. The superintendent saw them, aa 
remarked, “ Why, these boys are sons of a leading infidel 
in our district!” They, however, were Present the second 
and the third Sabbath. The superintendent supplied 
them with a good teacher, who said to them, “ Boys, do 
your mother and your father know that you come to 
school here?” “0, yes, sir.” “Well, are they willing?” 
“ Mother is, but father is not.” The children’s story then 
ran a3 follows: When the day for organizing the school 
came, the mother got the boys ready and sent thom off 
somewhere. The father, with newspaper in hand, said to 
the mother, “Where are you sending those boys!” “To 
the Sabbath-school,” she replied. “Who gave you au- 
thority to send them tothe Sabbath-school?” “Noone 
gave me authority; | want no authority but my own. 
You can be an infidel if you like, but you «ball never 
compel these boys to be infidels. These bovs shall Ko to 
the Sabbath-school and be taught the truths of the Bible.” 
The boys went on their way to school. 

Another little fact I will relate, which happened only 
two weeks ago. Teachers, 1 want you to listen to this; 
I tell it for your encouragement, for | know we are some- 
times discouraged at little things. Never be afraid of 
the parents of your children, but go to them in faith, and 
God will bless your labors, even to then. 

In @ town about 30 miles west of Milwaukee— 
and I had visited there twelve months before this— 
I had a meeting of children, and talked and sang with 
them along time. The next Sabbath a little gir) came 
to the house where I was stopping. She was introduced 
by the daughter of the house, and I found her an inter- 
esting child of 8 or 9 years. She came into the room, and 
the first thing beganto weep. Said she, “I love my 
mother—J do!” Well, I didn’t know exactly what the 
little thing meant when she came to tell me that she 
loved her mother so. But she wept on, and could say no- 
thing more. Said I, * What's the matter, my little girl ?” 
and 4 took heron my knee. * Why,” said she, sobbing, 
“Llove my mother.” The third time she made an effort 
to speak, but it was the same sentence, “I love my mo- 
ther—and teacher too!” she at last sobbed out. Ob, thought 
I, the little one wants my sympathy. “She has come to 
tell you,” said her companion, “that her mother will not 
let her go to Sabbath-school.” “Indeed!” said I. 1 sup- 
posed she had come to me for advice, but I did not know 
what to say toher. As I was going out of the house, I 
said to her, “ My little girl, I will come and see your mo- 
ther this afternoon.” “What are you going to say to 
her!” “Well, my dear, I have been trying to think, but 
cannot make up my mind altogether. ‘I suppose when I 
get there I can say something.” I went according to 
promise, knocked at the door, and the mother opened it. 
1 told her who I was: she invited me inw the house—not 
very cordially, however. I sat down beside this little girl 
and her sister, who had just come from school. They 
were all in the room together, and I was just as much at 
a loss what to say as when I started from home. I didn’t 
know how to begin—to intreduce my errand. However 
I thought I would siog with the little girla, and a way 
might then soon be opened. The mother took hold of 
her work and began to sew. We begantosing. I turned 
the book over and came to the little sung, sung by the 
speaker :) , 

“I ought to love my mother; 
She loved me long ago ; 
There is on earth no other 
That ever loved me #0,” 
I saw the mother begin to weep. 


: \ " She pat down her 
stewing. We kep< on singing. 


The mother kept wiping 





away the tears from her eyes, and then ehe would try to 
sew. We kept on singing. At last she drew out her 
handkerchiet, and gave up to weeping We singing—she 
weeping. Thought I. now we have our hold upon that 
mother. We finished that beautiful little hymn. and 
sang one or two other things. After the si ing was 
over, we said nothing to the mother; we th t all was 
right now, that the little girl would come to acho 1. We 
were not mistaken, Said she, in reply to their inguiries, 
* Yes, you shall all go.” And turning to her little daugh- 
ter, said * You'll be glad of that, won't you’ The little 
4 ran, threw her arms round mother's neck and kissed 
er. 

T presume they are in the Sabbath-school now, because 
I had the faithfal promise of the mother that they should 
attend. Both father and mother were Universalists, 

After the singing of the hymn beginning 


“Come thon soul-transporting spirit, 
Bless the sower and the seed,” 


The Rev. E. M. CROSSMAN, of Georgetown, Connec- 
ticut. being intiodaced, spoke as follows: In common 
phrase, Mr. President, there is nobility in theory, but 
there is grandeur in practice. That theory which can be 
elevated to practice 1s the best of all theories. Some of 
the operations of the Sabbath-schoo! theory we have had 
spread out before us this evening, in their practical 
workings. In common life, when we engage in any par- 
ticular branch of business, we deem it not only necessary 
that there be brought fully to our view a theory; but’ 
when that theory lias been conceived or established, it is 
hecessary to put it into practice. When our mechanics 
consiract a piece of enginery, they do not construct it to 
look upon, but that it may move along the iron thorough- 

. and bear the burdens of our industry 
from State to State, from place to place, from one ex- 
tremity of our land to the other. The furmers of our 
country deem it of great importance that they succeed 
well, very well, in their branch of business; but, sir, the 
farming interests of our country are of minor importance 
to the interests of these sons and daughters of ours. 

Whilst I look back on my own past history, and since I 
have been this evening contemplating some ‘things that I 









have seen with my own eyes during my pastoral labors, 
my mind has been carried back about ten years, when 
preaching to a charge in castern Massachusetts. In the 
suburbs of the town was a place called the “ Powder 
Mill.” In that place they never had had religious ser- 
vice. There were some seventy-five children in that 


neighborhood, and none of them had ever attended church; 


none had ever attended the Sabbath-school. There was a 


family residing there who had been married thirteen 
years. Their oldest child was cleven years of age; that 
son had never seen the inside of a church, That father, 


that mother, had not seen the inside of a church during 
the whole period of their married life. A young gentle- 
man going into the place, or rather, a workman in the 
place for a brief period, established a Sabbath-school. He 
conceived the idea and put it into practical operation. 
On the first Sabbath he collected 15 pupils; on the second, 


30; on the third. 46; on the fourth, 50; end that Sab- 
bath-school continued to increase until it numbered 65. 
In the course of five weeks from the establishment of 
that school, he came to me one day, and said he, “ Brother 


Crossman, we are about having a Sabbath-echool pic-nic 
at our place, and we wish you would come down and give 
us a talk.” © Well,” said I, “brother, | am willing to 
help you all T can.” I went down, and there the children 
were seated to the number of 60 and upwards. They had 
their Sabbath-school, and their pic-nic, and they appeared 
toenjoy both. The result was, that in a few Sabbaths after 
he came to me one afte,noon after service, aud said, 


| “ Brother Crossman, I wish you would come down and 


preach for us this afternoon, at 5 o'clock.” 
Vil do it.” 
room, 


“Very well, 
1 went down and preached in that same 
There were children there who sat side by side 
with fathers and mothers who had not heard a sermon 
for rising twelve years; and, sir, I had the honor of 
preaching the first sermon that they had heard for that 
long period of time, The parents were there; the chil- 
dren were there, and it resulted in a series of meetings on 


Sabbath evenings, and the final result was, the conversion 
of a number of these selfsame children. This is one re- 
sult merely, but it had its beginning in that Sabbath- 
school, 

We are not to despixe beginnings: for without a begin- 
ning there can be no ending. The sun would not standin 
the zenith of his glory in the mid-day heavens, did he not 
first heave his shining dise above the eastern waves. And 

} no nation would arrive at the climax of its glory and 
grandeur, did it not fifst begin to be. No institution, 
however legal, however grand, however glorious, can 


reach the zenith of its glory or usefulness, without it 
has its beginning. We have a beginning; and these na- 
tures are not destined to lie down with th 
grave, but we shall live on. 

In the State of Connecticut, sir, although we have not 
done all that we might have done, nor all that we intend 
doing, there has been considerable progress made in the 


body in the 




















Sabbath-echool cause 
scially during the 1 
third State Convention in the city of Bridgeport. 


been in the several schools in our State an increase of 
6,000 children. The number ma L 
despise not the “day of small things.” 
What shall the end be? We see it not, nor will we 


we stand at the bar of Ged, and looking back on the dis- | liv 
magnitude | 
We may be | Men awoke two years ago, and there was a deep p' 

Isenda | be ting through our cold life and our dead forms, when 


tant past behold the greatnesa, the exceeding 
of our “small” werk. But it is not ours. 
the agenta, but it is God who directs our labors, anc 
them home, And, sir, we have made inroads into com- 
munities where Sabbath-schools never before had been 
orgartized, and schools have been formed entirely of chil- 
dren who have never been in the habit of attending any 
Sabbath-echool, both in the suburbs of our cities, and in 
our rural districts. We intend to = the battle to the 
very gates of the evemy, until these children, seventy 
thousand, still in our own “land of steady habite,” cut- 
side of the Sabbath-schools, are gathered in to share in 
its benefits and reap the rich rewards, e 
Ninety thousand children still in the State of New 
Jersey, who are not in the habit of attending Sabbath- 
school! Ninety thousand children! The population of 
this city is about eighteen thoneand souls; increase this 
vast number five-fold, and you have the number in this 
State, of children who are without your evangelical 
Sabbath-schools, Whatan army! Suppose you were to 
bring them, and set them down here right in your 
midet—swell your population to ninety thousand souls, 
you might then well conceive of the magnitude of the 
work before you. Here is something &@ be done. It 
needs not theory alone—but practice. And it is here 
that the Sabbath-school work is one, greater than which 
there is none. It does not merely impress the know- 
ledge the child receives of the doctrines of the Serip- 
tares, of the great truths that are therein taught, that 


surface knowledge which causes them merely to read | 


and to be conscious that they are facts, but it impresses 
more than this—the knowledge written upon their 
hearts: and the interests of the Sunday-school stand, 


not where they should stand; they have not accom. | 
their work nntil these selfeame truths that | 


plished 
are pressed to the minds, are also written upon the 
hearts of these children. 

We see the sculptor shaping the granite; we see the 
teacher shaping the mind. This is the teacher’s work— 
and is there any work beneath the suo that is grander, 
sublimer than this? the educating, the directing, the 
shaping, the guiding and giving the spirit and life, and 
energy and character to mind? These sons and daugh- 
ters of yours will shortly occupy the places which you 
occupy. They will be the citizens of your land. They 
will soon read upon many tomb-stones, the date of 
your departure :—is it then a small tLing to give shape 
and direction to mind? Itis very important that the 


sculptor be cautious in his work, and that he execute it 
as he proceeds with care, lest a wrong touch mar the | 


image, and he bring not out the features true to life. 
This caution. sir, is what we want, what we must have 
in onr work as Sunday-school teachers. It is not 
enough that we educate mind; itis not enough that we 
give it shape and direction—but that shape and direction 
must be right. The mind is susceptible of receiving 
different impressions—it may be moulded and guided 
hither and thither; but there is but one principle that 
will give it the correct direction, and that is Truth 
Truth is to be found in God’s word alone, that will 
guide the mind and direct it aright, and it is this we 
must bring to bear. 

Some parents tell me, “ Don’t carb the child; don't 
ress the child to go where it does not wish to. Don't urge 

im this or that way, but let him take his course. Iam 
not willing to send my child to Sabbath-school when he 
tells me he don't want to go. Let mind take its own 
shape—its own direction.” Suppose the nurseryman 
should say after he had planted his nursery, “I will go 
away now. The little trees may grow up jast as they 
please, leaning this way, or that, or the other, as nature 
makes them.” What would be his sncceas? He would 
have at best a crooked, stunted growth. They would be 
dwarfs—all of them. But Aere are more than trees. Not 
flesh, not bones, not sinews, not blood, but mind ; remem- 
ber, mind, and mind, too, sir, that will take some shape, 
some ‘lirection, that will be educated somewhere. If it is 
not educated in the church, in the Sabbath-school, it will 
be educated in the saloon. in the groggery, at the card- 
table. amid profanity and licentiousness, or some other 
vice that is crying out londly against humanity, his no- 
bility, his excellence, his greatness. When we reflect 
upon this, in regard to the child, it is important that we 
take much pains to educate him correctly. 


voy? my held they you on, to become to 
a , when we held our | e o 

en eant Imad It was | may work on more zealously in the cause which you have 
ascertained there, that duting the last year there has 


| 


seem small, yet we | and T will not detain you 
These 6,000! 
until Too long has the idea beon cherished—if the actions of 
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' your flock to be active, do 


him up here to-night before Sabbath-school teachers, 
b fagany = an inspiration that you 


used, 
a the Sabbath-school., I love it for two reasons; 
ove ie 1 in ie p Mets 
First, becanse it a’ is a field for Christian activity. 
es teach us anything—that religion was a mere theory 
of existence, and not a living, working, active pee 


God sent his Spirit, and a great wave of revival influence 
flowed across our country. Men awoke then, and now 
there never has been euch a deep feeling, regarding reli- 
gion as a working ractical power, as And 
what is the result of that feeling? The cry of the Chris- 
tian church is to-day, work! What shall we do? This is 
the interpretation of the organizations of so many Chris- 
tian institutions all over ourland. Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Associations sprung up; I thank God for them 
whenever I think of them! What means this re-invigo- 
ration of the Sabbath-school enterprise? What means 
this spreading of tents for preaching? What means 
this opening of rooms for prayer? Hearts once cold, are 
now throbbing; lips once mute, are now vocal; hands 
once paisied. are now active. And why? Because God 
hae taught the Christian world that must work, 
And to-day, the cry is work! And I see it in the pecu- 
liarities of that revival which is spreading over Ireland, 
like one great red billow of flame, that sweeps across our 
wrairies. There is work there, There is lay reading and 
preaching there. 2 é 

And now, Christian brethren in the ministry, 
What will you do with it? Will you let this Christian 
energy and enthusiasm fritter itself away? or will you 
control and direct it so as to make it powerful for good? 
How will you do it? Isee no better way than by sus- 
taining our Sabbath-school enterprise. by bringing into 
our Sabbath-schools young life. We want your young 
men, and your young women, whom God has converted. 
We want you to bring them into your Sabbath-schools. And 
why? Do you want a cultivated church? Bring its 
members into the Sunday-school; for mind becomes 
creat by being exercised upon great things; the heart 
becomes noble by being interested in noble things. So, 
if you want a cultivated, intelligent church, bring it 
into the Sabbath-school ; and set it there to study out 
God's truths, and intently studying them, that it may 
give them back again to the children committed to 
them. Do you want a church clear in its doctrinal 
views? Bricvg it into the Sunday-school. Nothing so 
clarifies one’s ideas, as to sit down to the study of doc- 
trinal truth. that we may pour it ont again, fresh and 
clear upon the hearts of children, and be ready to answer 
the inquirings of their curious minds. Do you want a 
charch that shall set before the world a godly example? 
Bring it into the Sunday-school. Why? Because here 
and there from a community, a child gathered into that 
Christian’s class. becomes a spy upon his Christian life 
and actions; and he dares not in the presence of that 
child, as he values his Christian profession, do anything 
to mar that profession. Therefore, I would that my 
church, every member of it, should be engaged in the 
Sabbath-school—because I want a cultivated church, 
because I want a doctrinal chureh, because I want a 
godly church. 

And then, too, when you preach to the members of 
you teach them how? 
There has been the fault of the ministers of the pulpit 
until to-day—telling the members of their churches to 
be active, to be zealous, and there to leave them. You 
do not walk before them, and point to this field and to 
that field, which they are to cultivate and develop. 
Now, bring them into the Sunday-school. If you want 
strong men, if you want cultivated men, if you want 





| intelligent men, set them in the Sunday-school, to ex- 


| plaining doctrines and trathe, and every Sabbath let 


| youth in its plastic, ductile state. 


To this end | 


we gather the children into the Sunday-school, where | 


they may receive that culture which will prepare them 
for higher attainments, and fit them for a position in the 
eburch, and in the world, where they may be an honor to 
themselves, an honor to their parents, an honor to their 
country, an honor to the church, an honor to their God. 

Why, sir, what were we placed in the world for? To 
do nothing? todo just as we have a mind to? Weare 
placed here to be doers of good works, to be helpers with 
and for each other, to assist each other in occupying that 
noble, that elevated position which we believe under God 
we may occupy. And as our brother remarked this even 
ing, that the Bible was the grand foundation of all this, 
so we repeat it. Upon this foundation our children need 
to stand that they may be prepared for life, to do its 
work, to fit themselves and others for positions which 
God meant they should occupy. 

In our common schools it is customary to use the copy- 
book forginstruction in writing. The instructor teaches 
the child how to hold the pen, guiding the hand, till he 





them be pierced and bombarded by the questions of 
these little ones. My word for it you will have a strong 
church. 

I like it for another reason, Mr. President. It takes 
The avalanche is only 
a few handfulls of snow when it first begins to move along 
the mountain's side. Pretty soon—let it slide—-it will 
gather strength, gather weight, gather momentum as it 
comes, and ere it reaches the bottom, mighty boulders 
roll before it. You may crush the asp in the egg; you 
may not after it is hatched. You cannot tame the old 
lion; you may not write with ink on granite. You may 
not twine the gnarled branches of the oak. Why? Be- 
cause they are pow beyond your control; they are hard 
as adamant; you cannot move them. §8o, take a child 
when his mind is tender and plastic, his heart warm and 
sympathetic, and affectionate—then take it in your graep, 
and stamp God's name upor it, and send it back into the 
community. 

0, I say that the church has miserably failed in her 
duty hitherto. On Sabbath after Sabbath whom have we 
gathered inour pews! The brazen-fronted, the battered 
and seared ones Who have resisted the assaults of minis- 
ters, who have resisted all the tender invitations of God's 
Holy Spirit. You have them there, and why? Because 
grey-eyed men, and stern-faced men are on the earth as 











| they were in the Saviour’s day, who, when the children 


} 


imitates the letters of his copy. So it is to a certain ex- | 


tent with us. We have a copy. 
in that holy word. 

* placed under us as pupils, need guidance. When we 
— out that book before them, it is necessary that we 
should guide the hand. When the books of action and 
of principle are spread before them, it needs some one to 
guide the hand; and much depends upon those who do 
the guiding—those who form the characters of our chil- 
dren. If the church does not take this into her hands, 
the world will; if the church does not assist these little 
ones, these learners, in shaping the characters which they 
are every day forming, the world will gladly enough do 
the work; and other things being equal, the character 
will be like the former—or partake of the impressions of 
those influences which surround it. 


God has given it to us 


But then these children which God | 


We look upon our children, and we see the importance | 


of giving them correct instruction. We send them into 
the world, where they are hearing from day to day words 
which they never should hear, and receiving impressions 
that should never be impressed upo& their young minds 
and hearts. A few days ago my little girl, seven years 
old, came from school, and told me of words she had heard 
uttered. She had never heard them at home—nor else- 
where, before. She was astonished. Said she, “ Why do 
these children talk so, papa? I never talk so; I never 
hear you talk so; I never hear good people talk so. Why 
do they talkso?” Now, unless there be no influence cal- 
culated to counteract those impressions, they will be im- 
pressed upon the mind, and it will get shape from them, 
and bear them forth into the world. 

In order then, to snecess in this thing, it is necessary 
that there should be much interest on the part of teachers 
and members of church. Worldly men will not give it. 


They will not gather your children into the Sunday- | 


school. It belongs to the church—to those who feel that 
they are members of Christ’s visible body. And in order 
that there may be success in this, in order that the child 
may love the Sanday-school—for it is necessary for bim 
to love it—it is necessary to have attractions drawing 
them in and binding them to that school with additional 
cords from Sabbath tu Sabbath. 


That they may be held there, it is necessary that the | 


teachers should fel an interest in the work. 
some teachers go in, sit down before their class, just as if 
they took no interest at all in it; ask the children the 
questions in the book, and ask them just as fast as the 
children could answer them; then, the lesson repeated, 
the book is closed, the hands are folded, and there they 
sit till it is time to dismiss the school. The class feels no 
particular interest either in school or teacher. 
may be intere 
teresting. We find this in everything else. We find it 
in the world everywhere. Let the teacher impart such 
instruction to the child, propound such inquiries as will 
draw out the tender mind. They must not only impart 
instruction, but interest the child in the instruction. 
Then will those children be bound to that school; and 
from Sabbath to Sabbath, from month to month, trom 
year to year may we go on until these children now in 
the school held by the teacher, are passed to the Sab- 
bath-school on high, 

Who shall be our fature men who shall‘ rule this 
nation, occupy the great places in it? 
the men that come from the haunts of vice, or from the 
sacred enclosure of the Sabbath-school? Let our halls 
of legislation, let our courts of justice, let our positions 
of responsibility, let our neighborhoods, our cities be 
filled with these men and women, that have been reared 
amid the influences of the Sabbath-school, and rely upon 
it the future will not be like the past. When we stand 


That they 





and look back upon this day, andthe years that are past, 
we shall wonder that we have not progressed more 
rapidly. When from that point we look upon the past 
that has.gone by forever, and with our arms stretched 


I have seen | 


ed, the teacher must be interested and in- | 


| God's truth is pledged that if ye sow 


Shall they be | 


would come up toward the Saviour with their sweet sym- 
pathy, and their simple, innocent trust, would waive 
them back and say: “ Why trouble ye the Master? The 
Master came for adults, not for children.” They are the 
men who have filled our pews with such as we have now 
Sabbath after Sabbath. I believe, had the church properly 
acted; had the church really believed those truths which 
God had 
have been no such sights as we see to-day. The conver- 
sion of adults would be the exception, not the rule. 

0, you may talk about children not knowing about 
Christ—not knowing how to believe. How do you teach 
the penitent adult to trust himself to Jesus? Don’t you 
illustrate it from the simplicity and confidence of the 
children who are the “humble ones” whom God shall 
“exalt” on high? Those who are like little children, 
may come unto Jesus, “Suffer little children to come 
anto me.’ O! through all God's word there runs this 
principle—that you may take the young, and tender, and 
— mind and heart, and bring them unto God, if you 
will. 

But I must hasten cn. There is encouragement in the 
work, Sabbath-sehool teacher, what are you doing Sab- 
bath after Sabbath? You are dropping seeds of truth 
along the furrows of the mind. What made that revival 
so powerful—sweeping everywhere almost, in its course? 





| God's Spirit came and breathed, 1 believe, upon these 


truths which the Sabbath-school teacher had been scatter- 


ing along in the mind of the young. Now that they had | 


grown up, the Spirit came and brooded over them, and de- 
veloped them into beautiful, spiritual growth and life. 
The mother—does her affectionate remonstrance die 
away, even if the child goes away from her unimproved, 
untouched? ©, the facts of history teach us that the 
child may wander far from that mother’s knee, yet there 
will be an hour when that voice shall come back with all 
its remembered sweetness, and that truth shall come 
with it, and the tear shall flow, and the heart be opened. 

The bold addfess of the minister, is it lost to the sen- 
sualist, because he crosses yonder threshold unimproved, 
and with no desire to wrest himself away from his evil 


associations? O, no! that minister may be gathered withthe | 


dead ; but an hour will come, faith will see it, when God 
shall bring that man alone, and that truth shall work 
penitence and contrition within him. 

You Sabbath-school teachers have sat often and long on 
the Sabbath and Jooked into those sunny eyes, and you 
thought you were speaking with all the earnestness your 
words could command, and with all the affection your 
hearts could express, and yet the truths have dropped 
upon careless and listless ears. ©, let your faith look for- 
ward. Life opens bright to these young hearts. They 
have the energy of youth. Nature is ravishing to them. 


The world is enticing them with all her beauties—and | 


she knows how to beguile!—and these truths may not 
now affect those hearts. You may live, you may die, and 


yet there may be seen no result; but strengthened by | 


faith, nerved by the facts of history, knowing the inde- 
atructibility of memory, I lock forward toa time, and I 
pray for its speedy coming, when these truths which 
have been sown in the deep furrows of the child’s memory 
shall spring up again with all the vividness of their first 
*planting, and grow up unto eternal life. That man in 
his sick chamber, on bis bed, will hear again your voice; 
he will hear again these oft repeated truths, and they 
will break him down. Christ has bid us “ walk by faith, 
not by sight”—to * sow in faith,” for “ ye know not whe- 
ther will prosper, this or that”—ye know not, ye have no 
right to expect in every case immediate results, But 
tiently and pray- 
erfully, the truth shall spring up in his own good time, 
and be the vehicle for the conveyance of the Holy Spirit 


| to the heart and be the means of conversion. Some little 


truth now uttered carelessly, it may be in your faithless- 


| ness, may be used by the Spirit, and through it shall 


come to you asplendia revelation of heaven and of the 
atoning love of a crucified Christ, { appeal to you then, 
teachers, why will ye hesitate?) Why will ye be discou- 


| raged when you do not see present results? 
ashort distance before us, twenty years from this day, 


A mother once gave her child, ason who was going to 
sea, a Testament tocatry with him. 





| Stage-coach which was to carry him to Liverpool, he 


out, one reaching into the far future. and the other | 


reaching into the past, we shall look into the past with 
gratitude, and into the future with anticipations and 
brighter hopes, believing that a brighter day is dawn- 
ing, when the children that shall then be, shall be 
reared up to greater usefulness; and our nation instead 
of descending, shall ascend the hill of prosperity, 
and when other people shail look upon us asa Bible 
nation, a nation worthy of being patterned after. 


hen I would say, sons and daughters of New Jer- | 


sey, children of God, yours is a great and noble work— 
not the sculptor’s that shapes the marble, but the 
sculptor’s that shapes the mind. Yours is a 


great and noble work—fitting men to live amid the | 


scenes and vices and phases of society, amid the many 
circumstances of human life, shaping mind to exert a 
— influence upon the future—shaping mind to 
awe 
throne, children of God, kings and priests unto him for- 
ever. 

The Rey. C. D. W. BRIDGEMAN, of Morristown, N. J., 
then addresséd the meeting in the following words : 


A musician who adds a tune to Christian service, or the 


poet who gives a hymn to the service of the sanctuary, 
deserves and receives our respect and our gratitude; for 
that melody and that hymn shall go through the ages, 
and shall serve as the expression of a piety struggling for 
utterance, or shall serve to enkindle such feeling where 
none such exists. But infinitely more worthy ishe of 
our gratitude and our love who adds, not a tune, not an 
implement to the service of the sanctuary, but one who 
gives us an instrument for the world’s service of the 
Christian church; who opens up to us a field for the ex- 
ercise of Christian talents and the development of Chris- 
tian power. Such an implement has come down to us, 


has been handed down through the years which are past; | 


such a field has been open to us for Christian activity. 

Prompted by the scene of to-night, prompted by the 
contemplation of the immeasurable good already done, by 
the prospect of good which shall yet be achieved, my 
thoughts go back to that historic character who gathered 
the first school, and sent down throngh the ages that im- 
pulse which we ‘vel to-night, and which shall be felt 
through all our future Christian history. I think of the 
schools which have been gathered; I think of the good 
which has been done; and this night, in behalf of this 
association of Christian churches and of Christian schools 
gathered and strengthened as the result of that man’s past 
endeavor, I feel like yielding up to his attendant spirit 
your thanks and mine for his noble example, and for that 
ong truth which he gave into our possession as Chris- 

ans. 

There were difficuities to be encountered when he 
gathered that school. It was a new idea, and new ideas 
are always bombarded by holy conservatives. It was a 
new work, and new work necessitated new labor; and 
Sabbath rest and Sabbath leisure were no more to be 
given up then than they will be now, without a hard 
struggle and a deeper consecration to God. Therefore, as 
T look back and see that old man gathering that school, 
and stripping himself to the work, and showing the ear- 
nestuess of Christian spirit, I thank him, and I hold 


at last, yea at the last, with Christ, upon his | 


| 


| heart! 


| 
| 


| 





{ 


took the book from his pocket, read the few verses his 


mother had written there, and thinking it all moon- | 


shine he threw it away. Long after that mother 


had died, the ship in which he was employed was | 
| wrecked at sea. 


There she floated up and down with 
the billows that rocked her on the reef. He became 
frightened. He began to think of his past life. He 

‘gan to think of judgment, and of a coming eternity ; 
and that truth, thatsimple text of Scripture which he 
had read upon the stagecoach from that Testament 
which he had flung away, came up again on his memory 
with all the vividness they had when first he read 
them, and the Holy Spirit was pleased to come into his 
heart, and carry that truth home, and he became a 
converted soul. Those words were sunk deep in that 
man’s memory ; but as the Holy Spirit brooded above him 
as once over chaos, and it rolled out worlds, so these 
truths were brought out fresh again to that soul, and 
he became a rejoicing servant of Christ. The anec- 
dote teaches you, it teaches me a lesson. Lay it to 


Now, dear brethren and sisters, you who are engaged 
in teaching Sabbath-school, will ye not go home witha 
deeper enthusiasm in the cause? Will ye not go home 
pledged to teach those young children God’s truth pray- 


| erfully, patiently, and in expectancy? For God will give 


you the reward. I need not press upon you motives. You 
know them. You have them. God gives them in his word. 
Some of you are mothers,and some of the sweetest sanctities 
of life, some of the deepest sympathies of your natures,have 
been evoked as you have looked upor your child in his little 
orbit, Some of you are fathers, and in the opening pro- 
mise of your sons you have formed fresh plans, you have 
feasted on new hopes, and oftenin your old age you have 
gone back with the inspiration of that son’s presence and 
retrod the days and reacted the scenes of your early years. 
Fathers! mothers! you know what a child is; you know 
the intensity of your love for it. But, be ye fathers, be 
ye mothers, if ye be teachers 1 adjure you as ye stand 
professed servants of God—I beseech ee if you value that 
child’s destiny in the future, if yon have any fears of an 


eternity of wo, if you have any yearnings fur a heaven of | 
blessedness, I beseech you, look to your children, and | 


teach them in Christ’s name! 

\ The CHAIR: We have had mapped out before us, my 
friends, the sorrowful view of the destitution of so many 
thousands of children in our State, in respect to the 
blessings of the Bible and the Sabbath-school. We have 
been led in our minds to inquire, What shall be done 
for them? 0, friends, as we look at these great numbers 
out of our Sabbath-schools, and still more at the great 
numbers in the schools who are yet “out of Christ,” 0, 
what earnestness, what zeal, what trembling there should 
be among us teachers, and Christians, and friends of the 
cause! Feeling that our help is in God, we yet rejoice 
that we have so many friends who sympathise with us; 
and I know I speak the sentiments of this Convention, 
when I say vo these friends that we thank you. We feel 


thankful that we have such friends in Wisconsin, and | 


New York, and Connecticut, and Massachusetts, who 
kinaly mingle their cry with ours, that God would “ help 
us” in this the time of our need, 

After singing, and prayer by the Rev. Mr. DARRACH, 
the Convention adjourned to the following morning. 


spread out in his revelation, that there would | 


As he got upon the | 





SIXTH SESSION. 


Friday Morning. 


E Convention re-assembled at 914 o’clock, and the 
Chair was taken by Rey. THOMAS SWAI 
Prayer was offered by Rev. MR. HOPE. 


Third Topic. 


The Convention proceeded to discuss the third 
“ What can be done to improve the Sabbath-school 
organization?” 

. H. SEABROOK, Esq., of Monmouth :—In my view, 
the great instrumentality by which the Sabbath-school 
organization is to be fapeeree is personal labor. 
come up to this delightf h 
that we may return 
personally. It is necessary that we shall to 
ourselves—go to work earnestly and pray ully; for it 
needs much prayer. We need to enlist in the Sunday- 
school cause the entire pone of our rae 
Let us collect together of ages to stady t 
word of God. Tdo not believe—J su none of us be- 
lieves—that any church member become too fa 
miliar with the word of God. However old a person may 
be, however long he may have studied the Scri 5 
there remain beauties still to be learned in those precious 
pages, Let it be our earnest labor and our earnest 
prayer to enlist in this great work the membership of our 
churches. Then we shall gather the children into the 
schools and we sball be prepared to instruct them pro- 
perly, that they may indeed receive the word of God in 
their hearts and grow up lambs of the flock. May each 
of us go home to labor personally in this great work; for 
it must come back to personal effort. Each one must 
feel his own wt raat to God, with regard to the 
cause. Let each of us labor devotedly in our own 
spheres, looking to God for the blessing. 

Mr. A. J. DUMONT, of Camden.—The question, “What 
can be done to improve the Sabbath-school ?” implies that 
it is ible of imp . Lan d what 
is meant by the word “ improvement.” If we purchase a 
farm, which we expect to afford us our subsistence, we 
want to improve that farm. We go to work to clear 
away all incumbrances, and prepare the ground for the 
sete 4 The land is tilled and planted; and in time we 

save the harvest. Thus,in the Sunday-school work, we 

must see what are the i b the impedi to 
its progress ; and we must go to work to remove them, 
and to make it a more efficient instrument for good. Our 
own strength may not be enough for this; but we have 
God’s promise of help. But every promise of God has a 
condition. If we desire the divine assistance, we must 
ask it. We must knock, and the door will be opened, and 
God will bless us. 

If we wish to improve the condition of the Sabbath- 
school, we must work. Every one in this Convention who 
loves the cause of Christ, has been je to feel that he 
has not labored enough for the Sabbath-school. This 
morning, at the prayer-meeting, my heart was cheered 
when I found so many seemed impressed with the con- 
viction that greater effort must be made. Oh! the chil- 
dren, the youth of our country! What will be their con- 
dition unless the church stretches forth her hands to 
save them? What must be their condition, in a few 
years, if they be suffered to go on in their own way, ac- 
eording to the inclination of their own hearts, without 
any restraining influence? See the influence that is ex- 
erted by the adversary of their souls. See the effort for 
evil that is made by those who have no regard for the 
good of their fellow-men. Can any Sabbath-school man, 
contemplating the picture here presented of juvenile des- 
titution in reg to religious instruction, leave this 
place without being stimulated to new and ceaseless ef- 
forts to rescue these souls speeding towards perdition? 

We have every encouragement in this work. God has 
blessed the efforts of his people in this glorious caure. 
Not a Sunday-school teacher here but feels that God’s- 
presence has been with him, assisting his endeavors. 
Every Sabbath-school that I have visited has been bless- 
ed with a greater or less outpouring of the Spirit of God. 
Infant minds may be brought to a knowledge of the 
truth. This morning, at the prayer-meeting, I have had 
brought to my mind the fact that infants, young children, 
may be made to feel the power of religion in their hearts, 
may be brought to know the way of salvation. I will 
relate a single circumstance to illustrate this fact. 

In a portion of our city, which has lain somewhat out- 
side of my particular religious influence, a Sabbath- 
school was organized by a few who had the love of God 
in their hearts. Very soon a sufficient number of scho- 
lars were collected to require the procurement of a larger 
place of meeting; and a little chapel was built. A few 
weeks ago I visited that school. In the department al- 
lotted to the larger children there were something like 


, 
; 











| 





| 18 or 19 scholars, gathered in from the by-ways and | 


hedges, who all appeared attentive. [ went into the in- 
| fant school, where there were something like 60 children, 
| from three to five and six. I requested of the lady super- 
intendent that the children should ging for me the little 
hymn, 
“ Around the throne of God in heaven, 
Thousands of angels stand; 
Children, whose sins are all forgiven, 
A holy, happy band.” 


When this hymn had been sung, I put to the children 
s0me questions. “* Where is God?” I asked. “In hea- 
ven,” they replied. “Where is heaven?” “Up above 
the great clouds.” “Would you like to go to heaven, 
| and be with those thousands of children, around the 
| throne of God?” 
there.” “How can you get to heaven? you say it is so far 
off—away up above theclouds. How can you get there?” 
The other questions had been answered very readily ; now 
there was some hesitation. At last one little fellow, 
about five years old, spoke up, as his eyes brightened, 
and said, “We must love the Saviour, and die!” We 
must love the Saviour, and die! That little child had 
learned the way of salvation. 

As was intimated by my brother in his prayer awhile 
ago, this is the great end of our creation, to do the work 
of our heavenly Father. God has sent us into this world 
| for a certain purpose, and let us be faithful. As we hope 

in his mercy, let us be faithful; if we love immortal 





souls, let us be faithful to all that God has given us to do. | 


We, as an association, should feel our responsibility. We 
| came up here overburdened with the thought that there 
| were 40,000 children in New Jersey outside of the Sab- 
bath-school; but we have now learned that there are as 
many as 90,000. This fact reveals the vast amount.of work 
| remaining yet to be done. But we feel that we have God’s 
arm around us—that he will be our support, and our 
help. Let us then, my brethren, go away, and work; 
and the Sunday-schools of our State will be improved. 

J. G. SWEET, the Secretary, stated it to be very desir- 
able that those having charge of Sabbath-schools should 
give much care to the recording of statistical informa- 
tion in regard to the schools, so that when called on they 
he <7 present promptly and correctly such facts as will 
truly exhibit the progress of the Sabbath school cause. 

Mr. A. J. DUMONT, of Gamden, offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the County Secretaries be requested to 
report fully and completely to the State Corresponding 
Secretary, one month previous to the annual meeting of 
the Association. 

Mr. E. COOK, of New Brunswick :—I think that what 
we want is more action. It is well, sir, to have sta- 
tistics—to have all the facts clearly and completely laid 
before us, But we want action. We are, all of us, no 


| 
| 
| 
| 


“Oh, yes sir, we should like to go | 


} 


| mony for which we are striving. 


| This Convention is a sort of Normal-school; and we have 


doubt, better as theorists than as practical workers. | 


For myself at least, 1 will say that my theery is better 
than my practice. 
would practice as well as he knows, the school would no 
doubt be greatly improved. If all our superintendents 
were deeply imbued with the love that brought the 
Saviour from heaven tofearth, and if they were willing, 
like him, to go about, each in his respective sphere, 
doing good, it would be the means of greatly improving 
our organization. 
their responsibility to God, and under that feeling would 
consecrate themselves to this work; if they would re- 
| flect, * These children are committed to me instrumen- 
tally and I am responsible for their conversion; if they 
would make their Sabbath-school class the subject of 
daily prayer, presenting each scholar individually to the 
Throne of Grace,—the Sabbath-school would soon im- 
prove. 
all the teachers were equal in zeal and diligence to those 





provement. There was one lady teacher who had a class 
of four or five young ladies, all unconverted. She went 

to work in earnest for their conversion, Every Saturday 
| evening she met those scholars to go over the lesson and 
to pray and sing with them. I opened my house to her, 
| that she might meet her class there whenever she 

pleased. What was the result? In the course of one 
| year, every one of those dear children was, as we humbly 
| trust, converted to God, and became members of his 
; church. I could mention another class, larger than 
| that, which was managed in the same manner, and with, 
I believe, the same results. I do not know that there 
| was one in that class who was not converted. We want 
| teachers who will labor ardently in this work; we want 


| any other department of Christian labor, is the seconding 
influence of the Spirit of the living God. If we have 
faith in him, and work for him in the way in which he 
| has pointed out, we shall succeed. The purpose of God is 
that we shall be blessed, if we work for it and if we live 
} aa he would have us live. 

I will mention further, as tending toward the improve- 
ment of the Sabbath-school, that we want the parents 
and the Christians generally of our respective churches 

| to act more in accordance with their profession. They 
| also are better in theory than in practice. We want 
| them to second our efforts,—to stand by us, to pray for 
us, and to sympathise with us in this work. > 
| Another thing needed toward the furtherance of thi 
object is that every one of us should have the disposition 
| to meet these children with a smile. 


whom I might name, there would be a very great im- | 


If all our teachers felt impressively | 


| 


If in our school the superintendent | creased efficiency of the Sabbath-school organization. 
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show there a good 
pace Fa some of the qualifications necessary to an efficient 


Ini the first lace, preparation is ver needful. In the 
city of New York, ¢ other day, I visited a 
dent who is quite an eminent lawyer of that 

ness amounts to & man 


vening leaves he had written the substance 
son that he had taught to his class for 
years. These lessons w 
make almost as much as a minister would 
ordinary sermon. “I examine,” said he, “almost eve 
commen within my reach; I study for myself; a 
finally I te down the result in this little sermon for | 
my children.” He said that he dared not go before his 
class without this labor of en upon the lesson. 

But how man will you find throughout the | 
length and bi ith of the land, who 
to expound God’s truth, yet never loo 
they sit down with their scholars. A superintendent in | 
New York remarked to me that he believed that three- 
fourths of the teachers in our country never look at the 
lesson before going to their class. This is all wrong. 

ily discove 








» before their class | 


Scholars read r whether or not their teachers 
are pi . Quite an eminent man in New York said 
to me the other day, “I shall never forget or forgive the 


sh of my Sunday-school teacher in an instance 
that I now call to mind, I was a little boy in bis class; 
and one day, in answer to a 
of Scripture. He told me 


it to memory before I came under his instruction. Yet | 
he insisted that no such text could be found. He had not | 
studied the lesson.” | 
The next requisite is punctuality. I visited a school 
in New York, where there were not more than two or 
three out of the whole twenty, that came in before half 
past nine in the morning. e came ng 
along till ten o’clock. And you cannot expect anything 
else. If teachers be not punctual, scholars will not be. 
The next requisite for the teacher is patience. (All 
y reasons begin wyey! so they may be easily remem- 
bered.) Sometimes in Sunday: Ihave seen teach- 
ers get entirely out of patience with the children, and 
almost take themselves to fretting because the little 
things did not keep still, or did not give attention. I 
have seen teachers spend half or two-thirds of their 
time in endeavori: to keep the children in order, the 
lesson meanwhile being neglected. What children need 
to keop them still is something to do. Set their little 
minds to work on some interesting subject, and the 
will keep quiet without any difficulty. Begin to tell 
them some story, and how soon every eye is bent upon | 


you. 

Besides patience, we need severance. Teachers are 
too apt to give up as if the cases of the children before 
them were almost desperate. Sometimes teachers have 
such large hearts, that they want to bring the children 
to the Saviour at once. They, themselves, feel the love of 
Christ in their hearts, aud they want the children to feel 
thesame. If they do not succeed at once, t jespair. 
A superintendent said to me, one day: “Mr. Burtia, I 
want to ask your advice. We have in our Sunday-school 
a boy who has been there six years; and it does seem as 

he were more than seven devils. We can- 
not do anything with bim; we have tried every means 
i nable, and he grows no better, We have now about 
reac the determination to expel him.’ I looked at 
him a moment, and then asked: “How about that boy’s 

ts?” “Well, they are a worthless couple; his fa- 
ther is the worst old drunkard in town.” “ Why, then,” 
said I, “just see what you are sending that boy to. He 
will be left to all the sinful influences of that godless home; 
and % nat do you suppose will become of him? My advice 
is, don’t give him up. If you have a particularly faithful 
teacher in your school, put that boy in her hands, and let 
her work for his reformation and salvation.” The super- 
intendent concluded that it was best to follow my advice. 
I have no doubt that ifthe boy be properly watched over, 
he can be saved. 

The fifth requisite I would mention is prayer. I need 
not dwell on this point. We need to go directly from our 
closets to the Sunday-school. 

And let me say, teachers, when you get to Sunday-school 
mind your own business. Some teachers take a friend 
with them to the Sunday-school, and there engage in con- 
versation with that friend, to the neglect of the scholars. 
I have seen teachers close their lesson long before the end 
of the session, and begin to read a paper, or loll back, and 
make ves comfortable. Everything of this kind 
is wrong. Ifour schools are to come upto the proper 
standard, our teachers must pay attention to the business 
before them ; that is, breaking the bread of life for their 
classes, 


5 


I will not dwell longer on these points; but it seems to 
me that the great thing to be reached in our Sunday- 
school everywhere, is the proper preparation of our 
teachers for their work. 

The Rev. Mr. KIRK, of Belvidere.—In regard to the 
Sabbath-school work, we have the necessary organization ; 
what we need is that we shall have the organization in 
proper operation. No matter how good our organization 
may be, if we do not bring the hinery into operation, 
we cannot produce the effects which the machinery is de- 
signed to produce. No matter how exquisite may be the 
workmansbip of an engine, we must have that engine in 
proper operation; every screw must be in its place; 
every valve must work well, and then we shall attain the 
end which the engine is designed to execute. I remem- 
ber once, when I went into the shop of a clockmaker in 
the village in which I live, he before him a clock 
which came from Germany, and which was 5 
whenever it struck the hour, to play a tune. But the 
barrel of the little organ was somewhat injured; some of 
the points which operated in making the music, were 
turned aside, and displaced, or entirely broken off. When 
the machinery was set in motion, I could detect the air 
of some familiar tunes; but it was ludicrous to notice 
how the tunes were distorted, the melody marred by these 
little di of the machinery. us it is in | 
the Sunday-school ; we must have every part of the ma- 
chinery in proper operation, or we shall not have the har- 
Our organization must 
be perfected in every part, or we shall fail of the desired 
success. 

How this is to be done, we have in @ measure learned 
by the discussions of this Convention. We have profited 
by the suggestions of brethren experienced in the work. 








all been instructed. Returning now to our fields of 
labor with enlightened minds and renewed energies, we 
are to co-operate with each other in carrying out the sug- 
gestions that have been made. I have no doubt that the 
reports presented to the next State Convention will, with 
God’s blessing, show good fruit to our labors in the in- 


Mr. SAMUELS, a Sunday-school missionary from Wis- 
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Congregational 
uestion, I repeated a text | instituted a mission-school in Kast Bridgeport, 
that there was no such pas- | across digeport 
sage in the Bible. I knew there was, for I had committed | teachers in that school, a member of t 


| dren desire a live man or a live woman as 





co~sin.—I fully endorse all that has been said with re- 
gard to the necessity of preparation, perseverance, prayer. 
One thing which I think has not been dwelt upon, is the 





necessity that the teacher should visit scholars at their | 


homes. ‘Teachers cannot be qualified to do their scholars | years i 
all the good that isdesired unless they know something of | of cor 


the scholars’ tempers and associations. This knowledge 
can be acquired only by visiting the children at their 
homes, conversing with their parents, observing their 
habits, &c. This is an important item. 

In my travels I meet with many good men and women, 
workers for the Sabbath-school, anxious to do good, who 


| are eagerly asking the question, what can we do to im- 
Ifin the school of which I am superintendent, | 


prove our schools? I generally answer such by telling 
them something about some good superintendent or some 
good teacher. We learn much more by such things than 
by anything else. 

ye have a superintendent in the West who has been 
very successful, and whom I meta few weeks ago. I was 
present at his school the other Sabbath. He has a mis- 


, sion-school of 392 children, That school has been estab- 


lished only 14 months. I asked him the secret of his 
success. He replied: “I have about 30 teachers who are 
willing to visit. On Sabbath at eight o'clock those teach- 
ers meet te at the school-house, eight or ten of them in 
turn. I receive the report of the children that were ab- 
sent on the previous Sabbath. Then we go out as mis- 


| sionaries, with tracts in our hands, and we visit all the 


; hearts imbued with the love of Christ to such a degree | 
| that they cannot let the Saviour go without his blessing. | 
| But, Mr. President, the secret of success in this, or in | 
| 


forget, thongh we may be advanced in years, that we | 


were once children. We must be children with them. 
feel that he loves them, and his work is more than half 
} accomplished, Here, again, we should imitate our 
| blessed Master, who so loved us that he gave himself for 
| us. We should follow his example, and then we shall 
| succeed, : 
| cause, information in regard to this State Association was 
not widely enough extended. He had met persons who 
did not know of the existence of such an association. 


gate to this Convention. He thought there was a ne- 


Let the teacher or the superintendent make the children | 


Mr. ROGERS, of New Brunswick, said that, from some | 


| 


| 


There were portions of the State that had sent no dele- | 


cessity that the County Secretaries, the superintendents | 


| and pastors should circulate widely the report of this 
| Convention. 

| The only way (said he,) in which we can bring in large 
| delegations, is to get the influence of the pastors of 
| churches throughout our State. There is no class of 


| pastors. 


| lars to attend. We had in one of our towns last winter a 


| 


men in the State who can exercise such an influence | 
over the children and over the Sabbath-schools as the | 
Let the pastor be a man interested in the | 


| Sabbath-school, and the Sabbath-school cause in his | 


' congregation will progress. I will mention an instance 
of this fact. During last year, while travelling in New 
Hampshire, I visited a large Sabbath-school in the 
| town of Nashua—a Baptist Sabbath-school. 
| my mind, a model Sabbath-school. 
| church, and heard an excellent sermon from their pas- 
| tor. When the services were ended. the whole congre- 


It was, to 


I attended the | 


| gation apparently remained for Sabbath-school; at least | 
| three-fourths remained, making between three and four | 


| hundred, old gray-headed men and little infants. The 
| pastor also remained (that is the point to which I wish 
to call your attention,) and although he was not the 
| superintendent, yet he seemed to be taking an active 
| part in the Sabbath-school, going round from class to 
class, with words of counsel and encouragement. 
small beginnings, this school has within a few years 
risen till it at present numbers between three and four 
| hundred scholars—persons of all ages. 
| 1f we are to accomplish the great mission of this State 
| organization, it must be by infusing a deeper interest 


| greater will be our success. 


From | 


| tlemen was interested. 
None of us must | 


families before 10 or half-past 10 o'clock. In those visits 
the teachers often get very important information, and 
their reports are very interesting. Those teachers are by 
their visits in the morning, better prepared for their 
classes in the afternoon.” 

Singing is an agency, which in the West we find to be 
very successful. By our singing, we are making wonder- 
ful inroads upon that monster of iniquity—Komanism. 
A mission-school of Lrish children, established by me in a 
district right among the Roman Catholics, and which now 
numbers 106 children, never could have been organized, 
but for the aid of seven or eight ladies, whose singing was 
the only means by which we could keep order during the 
first three or four sessions of the school. 

One day in going to a public school, I met a Roman 
Catholic gentleman, who asked me where | was going. 
I told him I was going to visit the children; he saic 
will show you the way.” We went together to the school. 
I talked to the children and sang with them. The gen- 
He took me to visit another 
school. I announced that I would have a meeting in the 
evening, to sing and talk with the children. The gentle- 
man was present, and on three evenings during the week 
he attended the evening meetings of the children. From 
that day to this, he has been very deeply interested in all 
the movements of our Sunday-schools in that city. He 
said to me once, “I do not wish my name mentioned; I 
am a Roman Catholic; but I never enjoyed anything as 
much as I do these singing meetings of the children; I 
leve my children to go to the Sabbath school, and they 
shall go.” 

In another town, by the instrumentality of these, 
singing-meetings, we got into the Sunday-school over 
one hundred Roman Catholic children. 

Our brother has just spoken of prayer; and I would 
urge upon our teachers particularly, the importance of 
holding teacher’s prayer-meetings and inviting the scho- 


gorious revival, which originated with the young 
people’s prayer-mecting. The teachers assemble to pray 
together for the conversion of the children, and they 
invited the children to come in with them. e forty- 
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the bay from Bri . One of the of good, (and God has Tine 
Gongregational mash) thd pratay ts aacpaumates 08 Goa, Ao'Gaee 
church, said to me, “ When I d my a other i ntalities which bear upon the great work 
at that school as teacher, I went out of principle; I | of saving souls. The Scriptures aay, “ He winneth 
thought I ought to go; but now,” said he, “I go there | souls is wise.” Let us interpret that either 
because I love to go.” Now if we have not at firsta love ee mg me in, or that 
SS tate ie ne ee ee wise man that it— it 
it from principle; let the principle carry us into the Sun- \ ‘ey : F 
day-school; and when the principle has borne us before to 
the class, we shall not continue with those little im- | that inte as Catholic poh yy 
mortals bo fe a The Saat on ey under ores 
these two, principle love, bind us there, we promotion object 
shall Sect’ oo tateoeas in that class that cannot easily be Cartons sare nt wise 
oT have teachers who, before thetr'| go 
ave seen many 
Gane, ucaba ines the vette, ant lee Uine tb ale Culm cotter 
dren hed snewereh ive sevens. gpstianty AES Sane which he or 
their books and remain silent watil the dismission of the | see that it is 
school. What interest does that teacher feel? Hisheart | the Sebbath-school 
is not in his work. And what interest do those children | never. 
feel. , my if your pastor, on morn- One great object, then, of 
ing, delivers his sermon without any interest, | get the pastors 
‘ou will sit and sleep, some of you, oat suggestions to 


ome in the afternoon. Now. 


wish “a live man” as their AndI 


ik 


i 78 


you, Kw 
a teacher will infase his fire into their young hearts; they 
will catch the inspiration ; they will drink in the know- 
ledge of the truth ; and will be prepared to fill in their 
turn a useful position in the world. 
friends, enter this world in the Spirit; 
let us enter it with a will—with a determination that we 
will not yield to opposing but will overcome them. 
through the aid of that Spirit by which we may overcome 
all things. 
Upon what are we to depend for this Spirit? We can- 
not d this 


before God, and ask him to 
him as our guide, we shall 
powers of darkness will be overcome; 

will inerease, and our work will be attended with sue- 
cess. 


Mr. D. M. STEIGER, of Philadelphia, (late of Morris 
town, N.J.): I have fora long time desired to enjo; 
just what last evening and this morning we have enjoy 
While I have listened with interest to addresses made in 
this Convention, I have felt a satisfaction in the thought 
that these gentlemen have not been speaking merely to 
the persons here assembled, for I know that when a 
vention of this kind is held, every word uttered is her- 
alded throughout the north, the north-west, the west, and 
the south. Ihave some delightful experience as to the 
manner in which addresses are received in print. 
I know that from ten thousand eyes inour Western coun- 
try, as well asin other sections, a look is all = re 

hing t a 





ghi 
related is used in the Sal 
a Convention is now held in one part of our country, it 
has an influence throughout the whole 

Within three years and a half, past, it has been m: 

privilege (and one that I have Mm word vi 
to visit mission-schools and church-schools in almost every 
important city of the country, to look upon this great 
Sunday-schoul organization in its workings. I was glad 
to listen last night to the address of a brother [Mr. Sam- 
uels] who then made his first address this side of Lake 
Michigan, but with whom I have had the Ye of 
laboring west of that lake. His account of the 
of the work in the northwest was listened to by all of us 
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us so much 
with pleasure, not because it was so eloquently spoken as yore: a 
some other addresses of the evening, bat it showed feature 
us the fruit of the tree which we are watering with our the pages of 
prayers and enriching with our contributions. ourselves—to take 
I would say in this connection, that in my travels in faithful, if 
the West, I have become personally acquainted with ith the vast 
many of the men who represent the interests of the hand and on 
American Sunday-School Union; and I can testify that of Christian 
they equal any other Christian men in this land. They assembled 
are men devoted to their work, men of. intelligence, men is needed? 
of consecration, men who devote to their great mission of his vast community, 
ng children to every instrumentality justi hy— 
fied by the word of God. hall we let them go we believe 
When we, in this Convention ask each other the hae the let them go down toan eternal hell, anwarned ? 
tion, “ What can be done to improve the Sabbath-school, | IH our high commission. from we shall, if 
as an organization?” we are inquiri 1 understand, | we love him, bear to these destitute mortals his words of 
for anything that may be an instrument for good. Tak- | warning and of y. Why is it that our blessed 
ing this view of the question, there are two things which | Saviour seems to have exalted this above every other test 
I would suggest. of discipleship, that we love one another, and then, 
I would recommend in the first a wide dissemi- | thrice addressing the question, “ Lovest thou 
nation of the Sunday-School Times. en that paper | me!” accompanies it each time by the command, “ Feed 
was first issued, I was among the number who regret- | my lambs?’ That which constitutes the element of the 
ted its publication, and doubted very much whether it | emotion now pervedion this assembly, is this love which 
would accomplish good. But I have been converted from | has been kindled in our hearts, uniting us in this work of 
that point; and I now suggest as one means of promoting | aggressive action, this work of common attack upon the 
the growth of individual bath-schvols, the wide cir- | bastions of sin. This it is that makes this parting hour 
culation of the Sunday-School Times. Whenever a Con- | so ae and so oom | 
vention of importance is held in State of the coun- e great instrumentality, my dear friends, by which 
try, every word uttered is faithfully reported in that | we are to effect the evangelization of the world, is not any 
paper. It is now regularly looked for with interest iu | templeerected of brick and mortar, is not any church of- 
various sections of the country, and is doirg much | ganization, any Sabbath-school organization, or any or- 
good. zation whatever; the great instrumentality is, that 
Another means of improving the Sabbath-school orga- | Christian sy: y and which Christ has deposited 
nization as my experience has taught me, is visitation. | in these hearts of ours, It is this Christian love on which 
It has been my pleasure to supuinteat, a Sabbath- | Christ has laid the obligation to “preach the gospel to 
school in three different parts of the State, about five | every creature;” and it is this on which is founded the 
n each place, and I know something of the value | hope of the world’s salvation. This Christian love, on 
ponding visitati iknow there is a fear by | account of which you are entrusted with L a com- 
the man of one denomination, that if he goes into a | mission, is that on which we ever rely. If, ig this 
school of another denomination, he will be thought an | love in owe hearts, we lay hold of t) organizations, 
intrader, just come to act the spy. But this fear is | securing to them all the and 


altogether unfounded. I can sa; 


any evangelical Sunday-school in our country, than siim- 


fur the encouragement 
of every Christian man, that whatever evangelical deno- 
mination he belongs to, he needs no other introduction to 


of Christ’s love, then 1 fall the 
my’s temple, then shall deeay those balefal systems of 
sin and superstition which have hbo T 


perfec is possible, 
then using them ay instruments for wielding this power 
columns of our 
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sent their brood- 


























ly to announce himself to the superinte' t as a ing kness over this si and not 
Fiend of the Sabbath-school. He will receive a cordial | till then, will our whole earth feel the power of that 
welcome, and if he has a heart to Christ, he | Christian love which now thrills your and mine. 
will have all the opportunity he wants. I have prob- Oh! let us stand this tower of observation 
ably paid as many ts to the various Sunday-schools | and ask ourselves, why is it that these dark cen- 
throughout the land, as any other manin the country. | turies for teen y has been so 
I have visited Presbyterian schools, Methodist, Dutch | limited a proclamation of the Gospel? It is becanse a 
Reformed, Episcopalians—in fact, every gelical de- p have not felt this love, and gone 
nomination. I have never had put to me the inquiry, | forth to bear this precious man pleading with 
“ What is your authority!” or, “ what denomination, | his brother, woman pleading with sister everywhere, 
what ion do you rep’ ?” Nowhere have I | on the right hand and on the feft. hep ag the BT rd 
found any hindrance to my efforts, but on the contrary, | Chi ty has a spot ina 
have met with every encouragement. Any one who is | of the globe, is it even since the days of the 
willing to undertake the work of visiting and addressing ion, this work has gone on so slowly? It is be- 
the th-school, need have no fear of difficulty on | cause we have left it to special commissions; it is be- 
account of his d inational h They will | cause a brotherhood and a sisterhood, 
very soon leave him, or he will very soon leave them. have net Ky it up and Ley = — in . _ 

Mr. GRANT, of Essex, thought that preparation on the | Manner e 
part of the teacher was of peeauninont importance, and | the last forty, fifty or sixty years. Why is it that to- 
as a means of preparation he ded weekly | ay, in the city of Wittenberg, where Luther first sound- 

| meetings of the teachers, to discuss the various points of | ¢d the notes of the it is dang to lift 

the lesson, and to impart to each other the information | DP the voice S wereing and admonition to s brother? 
derived by each from previous study at home. If you should go into the streets of that city to~lay—a 

Rev. R. K. DIOSSY, of Norwalk, Cona.:—There is a | city, too, that styles itself Protestant, and is preached 
hungering in the heart of the Christian, for the conver- by those who call gelical Christians” — 
sion of souls. This earnest desire ten in the heart | if you should go there and advocate the Sabbath-achool 


| 





five joined thatchurch on one Sabbath. Ove whole ao 
of girls was brought to Christ. The result of the c | 
version of those children has been great in helping on | 
the Sabbath school interest in that district. Those | 
young converts went out into the district to teach. I 
consider that there cannot be a mors important labor | 
than working in a revival to advance the Cause of Christ | 
and to get our children converted. Whenever we effect } 
this, we have little missionaries working everywhere for 
the Sabbath-school cause. 

Rev. E. N. CROSSMAN, Georgetown, Conn. :—When we 
engage in any avocation of a worldly character, whether | 


of greater or less importance, two things are necessary | ready, having had it repeated to them until 


of the Christian by the Spirit of God, is hampered by 
our 
tinged with earthliness, by considerations about * our” 
church, “our” 


denominational distinctions. Oar views become 


doctrinal views, the success and pros- 


cause, or attempt to address your fellow.mortal on the 
subject of his soul’s salvation, would be seized by 
the constable and shut up in prison; and the very 
man who styles himself a Protestant evangelical minis- 





verity ‘of “ our’: denomination, The Christian heart’s | ter, would be the man to on that constable in his 
pcos gushing love of souls, seeks some outlet in | Suppression of 1 trath. is the solution of all 
which it may not be thus obstructed. It finds it in the } this? It is that this evsive movement, all this 
Sunday-school. I hail this organized Bebbath-ashool Femme oP f which I am has died out 
organization, a3 an agency blessed by the Spirit o: , 
and which Semone, "eres Christian hearts may take | empty if possible, than the Romish m i 
hold of, and find no obstruction to their active, faithful, | might to-day, with — mach impunity, lift up my 
zealous labors, for the conversion of souls. voice in the city of " ae 

There is this desire for the conversion of souls, I have | coming § t, as in the vity ittenberg. 
no doubt, in the heart of every Christian, although, as I ut, my friends, we are about to separate. The great 
have said, I think it is more or less hampered in a great of are now to be tested. 
many instances, Jesus Christ tells us to “go forth into | Whether these » . have bound us so 
all the world and preach the goepel to every creature.” | Warmly together are to have a transient or a t 
This is the ceotral thought of the Christian’s life—the | @fect, is now to be by the 
salvation of souls—the conversion of sinners. I believe | &%! ent. Do you c—_ from this 
that the Sunday movement is an important agency in this | Convention, to influence of our discussions, 
mt shake! apa et eee Le 

As regards improving our Sal “school organi 5 
tion, it ie of course necessary in the first place that the Fountain out ich the streams of salvation shall long 


teacher and the superintendent should be imbued with a 
love for the work. We cannot put a heart of love into 
the teacher and superintendent. God must do that. If 
they are faithful to God they will have it. 

As to practical suggestions with to the details 
of the work, I might mention one or two that occur to 
me. An Episcopal minister in our county mentioned to 


me in conv: that he had adopted the of using 
picture cards in his Sunday-school; and ate empha- 
tically, it has doubled the attendance. 


In the Sunday-school which I visit frequently, I 
adopted this suggestion. I said to the children, * Now, 
every child that will repeat to me the next time I come 
here a verse in the Bible containing the name of Jesus, I 
will givea littie picture-card with a verse of Scripture 
upon.” At my next visit every one of those children 
came before me as I s' upon the platform, and re- 

ted a Scripture passage containing the name of Jesus. 
ome of them repeated a number of . Even the 
little prattling things that could not read had their verse 
they could 


to be understood; and the more thoroughly they are | say it from memory, 


comprehended, and made to influence our action, the | 
We need to understand the | 
stand the forces to be overcome, the obstacles in the 


forces to be overcome, and the source whence we must } 
derive our power to overcome those forces. So it is with 
way. And here we have something to deal with which 
cannot be overcome as readily as the resist: which 


th 


i it is 


continue to flow, 


Oh! let 
of that spirit which now glows hearts; let us 
whatever our sphere, inhor without wearing tn this 
sublime work: of a world’s salvation. "though 


few more 3 from dark 
ST ma ie eine he at 


river of life, and of 
Till then, my dear brethren, farewell! pe 
The usual votes of thanks were passed to the citizens, 
for their » tothe proprietors and reporters of 
newspapers for their notices, ete, 
Tho congregation then joined in singing the hymn— 
* Blessed be the tie that binds 


Our hearts in Christian love.” 
After prayer by Rev. 
benedict -y* the presidl 








La 9 eh ml proving our org: ke 
now my habit to suggest to every superintendent 
Sabbath-school should take the % — School. Times 23 
ameans of ae~ vy up the interest in t 
movement. ¢ suggestion has been 
all denominations awong whom I have 

At Norwalk, where I reside, the members of the Con- 





the Sabbath-school. In the first place we need to under- 
matter may present to physical power. 


Ichurch were assembled not long ago, for the 


There are | purpose of districting their neighborhood. ‘Their teach- standing the unfayorable weather, 


A. K, STREET, of Yrenfon, and 
y ng officer, the Convention ad- 
journed finally. 5 


th-school children of Tren- 


Bees Sone Oe | sobnsnembiod In the fiat Preemie ak po 
assem e 
kindly received by | Green Strect Methodist church. Soren Coated 


of ing b: 
prey ie Spe the Sunday-school 


was one of much interest, and the notwith- 
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of its members, the 
degre. in which they receive 
transmit the influences of 


the Holy Spirit. 

Is it asked bow man can do 
this? God, who speaks to 
men “in divers manners,” 
sometimes addressin is 
of men '. 
times in his word, and by the 
events of his providence, also 








employs the penitence, the faith, 
the hope, the joy, the consistent 
lives of his people, to “con- 





vince the world of sin, of 
righteousness and of judg- 





Deer Saviour, when I languish, 
And lay me down to die, 

Oh, send a shining angel, 

And bear me to the sky. 


4. Oh, there I'll be an angel, 
And with the angels stand, 
A crown upon my forehead, 
A harp within my hand; 
And there, before my Savionr, 
So glorious and so bright, 
T’'ll join the heavenly music, 


‘ And praise him day and night. 


footprints 
of the wilderness, to lead other 
souls to the land of rest. The 
silent power of a holy life is a 
force which the world will 
never cease to feel. 

And to this silent power, 
the church is bound to add the 
active force of earnest Chris- 
tian effort. If it is what it 
should be, every individual 
church is a domestic mission, 
an institution for the evange- 
lization of the community 
where it is located. The 
church is not a mere casket in 
which God keeps his jewels, 
but is one of God’s weapons 
for the overthrow of error, and 
the destruction of sin. And as 
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teachers to greater 
A superintendent 
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reports the following cases : 

A CONVICT CONVERTED IN PRISON. 
yesterday I visited a cell in the 


was 
was once connected with our sch 
had been turned out of almost every 
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with me some of the pray- 
wrote, and which were found 


among the — in his cell. One of these 
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is, bless the Sabbath-school.”’ 
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have ended his days upon the gallows ! 
had mercy upon him, and made 
subject of saving grace. - “Tell 
oung men you meet,” said he, “that 
cents they spend for Amd takes 
them three steps down to hell! 1 them all 
to come to Jesus—to come now, in the morn- 

ing of life.” 

HAPPY DEATH OF A SUNDAY-SCHOOL SCHOLAR. 

I was also called upon yesterday, said the 
same superintendent, to visit another lad who 
connected with our Sabbath- 


ittle 
or no hope of him. I found him on a sick 
one rine bed, but Oh! could every teacher 
here have sat in that chamber of death and 
heard that lad give utterance to the language 
of his heart! “Oh,” said he, “how rejoiced 
I am to see you, my dear friend. I hope, be- 
the sun sets to-night, to meet my Saviour 
in heaven.” And, sure enough, before the 
Sabbath closed, his spirit had gone to be with 
Saviour. 

Fellow teachers, I have never felt so strong- 
ly Speed with the importance of our work 
as I do to-night. May we all labor more for 
the conversion of every member of our classes. 
The general superintendent gives the follow- 
ing cases : 
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A SUCCESSFUL TEACHER. 
I attended a Sabbath-school anniversary, 


" yesterday, and’ among other interesting facts 


communicated in the report, was this state- 
ment. A teacher took charge of a class, some 
years ago, and continued its teacher through 
all its changes. When one member of the 
class was removed, another was received, and 
during the period that teacher had charge of 
the , one hundred and four persons had 
been hopefully converted. 
AN ENTIRE CLASS HOPRYULLY CONVERTED. 

I visited a school sometime since, and there 
found a class of young ladies, about twelve or 
fourteen in number, whose teacher said to me, 
“Mr, M., if you can find a location for a mis- 
sion-school, I will go, and my class with me, 
and we will engage to take charge of it. I 
am happy to state that every member of my 
class has been hopefully converted.” 

Dear teachers, I hope we all will firmly re- 
solve to be more faithful during the coming 
year, and labor more earnestly to bring all 
the neglected children in our city under the 
influence of the Sabbath-school. I was per- 
mitted to be one of six brethren who organ- 
ized the first Sabbath-school in Philadelphia, 
in the month of September, 1815, and now, 
after the lapse of more than forty years of 
labor in this blessed cause, instead of my in- 
terest decreasing, it increases every day, and 
I hope to hold on to the Sabbath-school as 





long as God shall spare my life. J. 8S. C. 
hiladelphia, Nov, 28, 1859. 
For the Sunday-School Times. 


THE INCORRIGIBLE SCHOLAR. 
HE duties of the Sabbath-school teacher 
are not always unrewarded. A case in 
point occurred in my own experience. 

There was a boy in my class, whom I will 
call Henry Smith. He was a bright and in- 
telligent boy, but with motives of right and 
wrong very imperfect, as you will see. Ne- 
glected by his parents, and suffered to grow 
up to almost man’s estate, wild and untutored 
as he could well be, he seemed to possess all 
the vices, and very few of the virtues of 
youth. I labored most earnestly with him for 
weeks and months without apparently pro- 
ducing the least result. Deceitful and quar- 
relsome, he was always in difficulty himself, 
and seemed never so well pleased as when he 
could get others into difficulty. He would 
receive reproof from me with sullen silence, 
or dogged indifference; but if another, even 
a fellow scholar, ventured to remonstrate with 
him, his anger was aroused in a moment. 

I well remember one of the boys speaking 
to him about his behavior in school, when he 
instantly drew a knife, and stabbed the boy 

mite severely before [ could arrest the blow. 

he boy kindly forgave him, and the matter 
was allowed to drop. I endeavored faithfully 
to show him the fearful effects of such a course 
of conduct, pointing out to him the certain 
consequences that would follow if be persist- 
ed in his evil ways. It was all without any 
seeming good effect. But I never gave him 
up as long as he continued in the class, and 
that was as long aa he stayed in the place. 

After a while he left the place. Before he 














went I told him that in all his waywardness 
I had never forgotten him, and that I should 
continue to pray for him. I reminded him of 
the many hours spent in Sunday-school, and 
expressed the hope that of the good seed 
which had been sown some few grains might 
pring up, and bear fruit to the salvation of 
his soul, and to the honor and glory of God. 

Thus we parted. Many years had come 
and gone, and the boy was almost forgotten. 
Time, in its changes, brought me to the city 
of New York. While seated in my-office there, 
about two years since, a tall, fine young man 
walked in one door, and very cordially bade 
me morning, calling me by name. 

“You seem to have forgotten me ?” 

“I certainly have, that is,if lever knew you.” 

“ Do you not remember that bad boy, Henry 
Smith, that used to be in your Sunday-school 
class?” 

“Certainly, I remember him. But surely 
you are not he!” 

I was mistaken. It was in truth that same 
wilful, incorrigible boy, now a respectable- 
looking, well-dressed, intelligent man. He 
gave me an outline of his history, which was 
as follows: 

He had gone to the West, and had had to 
look out for himself. When he came in con- 
tact with the world be found things very dif- 
ferent from what he had expected. His 
thoughts began to go back to those who had 
been kind to him; and among them he re- 
membered his Sunday-school teacher. He 
said that when he began to think of all my 
kind words and acts, and how faithfully and 
unselfishly I had labored for him; and when 
he compared this conduct with the hard 
rubs which he now received on every side, 
he felt there must have been some constrain- 
ing motive different from that which governs 
worldly men. His heart was softened, and 
almost for the first time in his life he wept. 
He resolved to lead a different life. He once 
more sought the Sabbath-school. He soon 
gave his heart to God, and united with the 
church. From that time he went straight for- 
ward; and he has been a faithful laborer in 
‘Christ's cause ever since. 

“Moreover,” said he, “God has greatly 
favored me in my business. I am now cashier 
of one of our best Western banks, and being 
here on business for the institution, I could 
not leave the city without finding you out, and 
saying that to your patience and faithfulness 
I owe it that Iam not now a homeless vaga- 
bond. God bless you, sir, and reward you for 
all you have done.” M. 

New York. 





For the Sunday-School Times. 
The Real Power of the Church. 
BY THE REV. J. T. CRANE, D. D. 


4 lee vessel may be faultless in her model, 
and have a complete crew, aud spread on 
her tall spars a cloud of snowy canvass ; yet 
if the winds breathe not along the sea, the 
ship will lie motionless, or drift at the mercy 
of noiseless currents. So a religious society 
may possess a beautiful church edifice, and a 
large congregation, and have all the elements 
of worldly prosperity in abundance: and yet 
without the Spirit of God, the beautiful house, 
the crowd, the wealth, are nothing, accom- 
plish nothing. Without the Holy Spirit, a 
church is but a body without a soul, fit only 
to be “buried out of our sight.” 

It is of momentous importance to us, there- 
fore, to know how the Holy Spirit operates, 
and whether its sacred influences are in any de- 
gree dependent upon human action, and in- 
volve human agency. 

There is an influence of the Holy Spirit, 
which is direct, and immediate. 

A special outpouring of this holy influence 
prepared the apostles for their gospel mission. 
“Cloven tongues, like as of fire,” “sat upon 
each of them. And they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with 
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utter- 
ance.” They who preach the gospel, in any 
and every age, must be called of God, and 
“endued with power from on high.” But 
the Scriptures are equally explicit in the 
declaration that the hearer must also receive 
the divine influence. “The Spirit and the 
bride say come.” The obedient are “born of 
the Spirit,” and “walk in the Spirit,’ “Sow 
unto the Spirit,” awd “of the Spirit reap 
life everlasting,” while those who draw back 
to perdition, “Quench the Holy Spirit.” 
This, then, is the hidden power that makes 
the word of God a thing of might among men; 
that makes the careless transgressor sad and 
thoughtful, and the bold one fearful. This is 
the source of that heaven-born peace which 
comes upon the wounded spirit of the peni- 
tent, like dew upon the parched earth. To 
the follower of Christ, this divine effusion is 
as a vital air, which he breathes every mo- 
ment, and from which he derives spiritual 
life. He whose life is most earnest and holy, 
shall receive the most abundant supplies of 
this rich grace, and feel most vividly the vital 

ower of fellowship with God. As in the 
‘orest, the trees that lift their boughs farthest 
towards the heavens, catch soonest the de- 
scending hightnings; as when storm-clouds 
sweep in from the ocean and cover the land, 
the rain first falls upon the mountains, while 
the vale below is dry,—so when God pours 
out his Spirit upon the whole community, re- 
viving the church, and saving sinners, the 
earnest souls that stretch upwards farthest 
towards the throne of God, soonest feel the 
electric stream, are most abundantly refreshed 
with the welcome showers. 

And there is also an influence of the Holy 
Spirit, of which the church is the channel. 

Every object upon which the rays of the 
sun fall, becomes itself an illuminator. So 
they who have grown into lofty spiritual 
stature, by the power of God, catch the morn- 
ing beams, and reflect them upon those who 
have not attained the same heights. A soul 
filled with the love of God, amd the power of 
the Holy Ghost, is a medium of communica- 
tion between God and men, a conductor of 
electric fires between heaven and earth. Let 
it be impressed upon the reason, and fastened 
upon the conscience, and engraved upon the 
memory of every professed follower of Christ, 
that the true power of the church, as an in- 
strumentality, consists in the truth which it 
holds, and in the faith, the holy life, the 











every wheel, and cog, and pin, 
of an engine, is a real part of it, and helps in 
accomplishing the end for which the engine 
was constructed, so every one of the Christian 
band, the old and the young, the rich and the 
poor, the learned and the unlearned, of either 
sex, has a place to fill, a work to do, a crown 
to win. No religious organization is working 
up to its fall power, till every member of it 
is living a life of burning zeal, and holy ac- 
tivity. 

These things measure the real vitality of 
a church, and determine its value to the 
world. A score of men and women, “fall of 
the Holy Ghost, and of faith,” like Stephen 
of old, are a living power in the community, 
though they may be poor in this world’s 
goods, and untaught in this world’s wisdom, 
and though their place of worship be a barn, 
or a cabin of logs. God will love them, 
though the world despise them, and their 
humble house of prayer shall be indeed a 
house of God, the antechamber of God’s 
house on high, from which the lowly band of 
worshipers, crowned with diadems of glory 
shall enter the gates of light. And on the 
other hand, a church, so called, may have all 
the outward appliances that could be desired, 
an imposing edifice, a crowd of attendants, 
preaching so called, that pleases the mind, 
and after its fashion, instructs, music that en- 
chants and overwhelms. Yet if the Holy 
Spirit be not there; if there be no worship in 
the heart, no fire of God in the soul of 
preacher and people, the whole will be as 
barren of spiritual results as an opera, a 
scientific lecture, or a display of fireworks. 
Christ in his church is waging a war with sin 
and death: and the trophies which he seeks 
are souls, brought to the cross, filled with 
the hopes, the fears, the joys, the aspirations 
of a new life, and day by day, growing in the 
divine image, “from glory to glory.” A 
church that accomplishes this is doing its 
appropriate work. A church that does not 
this, is, whatever else it may do, or may be, a 
failure. 


For the Sunday-School Times. 


A RAINY DAY. 


RAINY day is often a day of leisure to the 
farmer. Formerly, after harvest, the 
rainy days could be spent in threshing; but 
since threshing machines have superseded 
flails, that occupation for a rainy day is gone. 
In most cases, rainy days should be to 
farmers, reading days. Farmers may be 
among the best read portions of the community. 
They have some hours almost every day for 
reading, and their labor is often of a kind 
which will permit the mind to be occupied 
with the contents of the book last read. 

Mr. N—— was not remarkably fond of 
reading. He was a man of good sense, but he 
was not, in early life, brought much in con- 
tact with books, and hence did not contract a 
taste for reading. The newspaper claimed his 
attention ; still he was not interested in much 
that our editors or publishers see fitto put in 
type. 

It was in the month of June. Mr. N—— 
arose in the morning, and saw that it was a 
rainy day. To this he had no objection. The 
cornfields, meadows, and pastures, needed 
moisture. As the day wore apace, time be- 
gan to hang heavy on his hands. He went to 
the barn. It was quite empty, and there was 
nothing to do there. He went to the tool- 
house. Everything was in order there. He 
went to the wood-house. All the wood 
had been sawed, split, and piledin the winter. 
He went into his house and sat down with his 
hat on, perhaps to delude himself into a belief 
that he was going somewhere. It was hard 
work to do nothing. 

There was a shelf in aremote corner of the 
room, so high and difficult of access that the 
dust was allowed to accumulate upon it un- 
disturbed. Mr. N—— chanced to look to- 
wards it, and saw there a part ofan old maga- 
zine. He stepped into a chair, and took it 
down. In shaking the dust from it, a letter 
fell from between its leaves. He took it up, 
and saw that it was written by his daughter, 
who had been dead nearly seven years. It 
was written when she was about seventeen 
years of age, and contained an account of her 
conversion, which took place while she was 
away from home, pursuing her studies at an 
academy in a neighboring township. It was 
addressed to her mother, but contained many 
expressions of affection for her father, and a 
desire that he might become interested in the 
great salvation. The writer witnessed a good 
profession for several years. She was then 
called to her home in the skies. For seven 
years she had ceased to be a pilgrim upon 
earth. The father was still without an inter- 
est in Christ. 

When he saw the hand writing of the letter, 
recollections of his loving daughter came over 
him like a flood. Hiding the letter in his bo- 
som, he hastened to the barn that he might 
not be seen to weep. There he read the letter 
again and again, and wept over it. The ex- 
pression of desire that her father might be- 
come interested in the great salvation, took 
hold of his heart. He retired into a dark cor- 
nerin the stable, and there prayed, as he had 
never prayed before. 

When he returned to the house, his eyes 
were red with weeping. He answered the 
surprised look of his wife by putting the let- 
ter into her hand, and soon her tears were 
mingled with his. 

That night, as they were about to retire, he 
said to his wife, “can’t you read a chapter in 
the Bible and pray?” She complied with his 
request, though with difficulty. The next 
morning, she handed him the Bible, and said 
in a sweet loving voice, “Hadn’t you better 
read?” He took the volume and with falter- 
ing tones, read a chapter, and with still more 
faltering tones, followed the reading with pray- 
er. From that time, family worship was estab- 
lished in that house. Ere long, Mr. N—— 
made a credible public profession of religion. 
Were the prayers of his daughter answered 
seven years after she was in glory? A. B. 





We have a Friend we may trust in, when 
we cannot understand him. I never lost any 
thing by trusting implicitly tohim ; my losses 
have been through unbelief and distrust. He 
still says, “ according to your faith be it unto 
you.” 





Por the Sunday-School Times. 
A Correction. 
T the State Convention held in Brid 
port last month, in reporting the “ 

g School,” I said, “It is held in the house 
a man who embodies in his own person the 
only Baptist church and society in the town, 
holding in his hands a fand which was once 
given for the maintenance of Baptist service 
there. He is the only survivor, and he has given 
us the use of this fund for our school, where 
we meet from Sabbath to Sabbath, in a room 
furnished nicely and kept warm during the 
winter.” The above statement conveys a 
wrong impression. What I intended te state, 
‘and what I had been told was the fact,) was 
the expenses of furnishing, warming, and 
lighting our school-room were defrayed from 
the interest of this fund. I haveto-day learned 
that my informant was mistaken in this, and 
I hasten to make the correction in as publica 
manner as the statement was made. Mr. 
Doolittle (the gentleman to whom I refer) is 
the custodian of such a fund, and religiously 
applies it to the purpose for which it was 
given, and from his private purse meets such 
demands as the school may make upon him. 
Trusting that his liberality in this respect 
may find many imitators in both city and 

country, I am, very respectfully, yours, 

Bensamix 8S. Parper. 
New Haven, Conn., Nov. 27, 1859. 


Tax Wisest Prererenca.—There was a 
good woman, who when she was ill, being 
asked whether she was willing to live or die, 
answered, “Which God pleaseth.” 

“ But,” said one standing by, “if God should 
refer it to you, which would you choose?” 

“ Truly,” said she, “if God should refer vit 
to me, I would even refer it to him again.” 





For the Sunday-School Times. 


QUESTIONS FOR A BIBLE CLASS. 


BY A PASTOR. 


5.—The Revolution. 
HO is the first king mentioned in history? 
Gen. 10: 8-10. 

How afd he acquire his power? 

Whorwas the last of the Judges? 1 Saml.7: 15. 

Who was the first regular king of Israel? 1Saml. 
9:2. 

What king reigned in Israel before Saul? 
Judges 9: 6. 

Was a monarchy in Israel predicted? Deut, 
17: 14. 

Did this either necessitate or justify the revolu- 
tion? 

What limitation does this prophecy impose as to 
the nativity of the king? 

Is it among the inherent rights of a nation 
(aside from the express will of God to the con- 
trary,) to change their form of government? 

Where do we see the first movement toward a 
revolution? 1 Saml, 8: 4. 

What was the office and authority of these 
elders ? 

Where they not probably moved to this by the 
people? 1 Saml. 8: 7. 

Does not thjs (if true,) imply a wide-spread 
disaffection ? 

Would not the establishment of a monarchy 
control the power and influence of the elders? 

What possible ground existed for the proposed 
change? 1 Saml, 8: 3. 

Was there not also great want of national unity 
under the judges? 

Were there not under them periods of great dis- 
order? Judges 17: 6—21: 25. 

Was not the real defect, however, in the hearts 
of the people? Deut. 32: 28-30. 

Had not the great Theocrat the heads of all their 
foes in his hand, as also al] instruments of punish- 
ment? Amos 3: 6, and 4: 6-14. 

Did Sauls’ open designation, or secret annoint- 
ing, first occur? 1 Saml. 9: 26-7, and 10: 1. 

Was Mizpeth a common place for national 
gatherings? 1 Saml. 7: 5—10: 17. 

How was the lot taken? 1 Saml. 10: 20-24. 

Is not every one called upon to choose at once 
a sovereign for eternity? John 24:15; 1 Kings 
18; 21. 

Have you made your choice? 


YOUTHS DEPARTMENT. 


Going Home. 


“Will you come with me, my pretty one?” 
I asked a little child, 
“Will you come with me and gather flowers?” 
She looked at me and smiled. 
Then, in a low, sweet, gentle voice, 
She said, “I cannot come, 
I must not leave this narrow path, 
For I am going home.” 





“ But will you not?” I asked again, 
“The sun is shining bright, 

And you might twine a lily-wreath 
To carry home at night; 

And I could show you pleasant things 
If you would only come :” 

But still she answered as before, 
“No; I am going home.” 


“But look, my child: the fields are green, 
And ‘neath the leafy trees 
Children are playing merrily, 
Or resting at their ease. 
Does it not hurt your tender feet 
This stony path to tread ?” 
“Sometimes ; but I am going home |” 
Once more she sweetly said. 


“My Father bade me keep this path, 
Nor ever turn aside ; 

The road which leads away from him 
Is very smooth and wide; 

The fields are fresh and cool and green; 
Pleasant the shady trees; 

But those around my own dear home 
Are lovelier far than these. 


“T must not loiter on the road, 
For I have far to go; 

And I should like to reach the door 
Before the sun is low. 

I must not stay ; but will you not— 
O, will you not—come too? 

My home is very beautiful, 
And there is room for you.” 


I took her little hand in mine; 
Together we went on; 

Brighter and brighter o’er our path 
The blessed sunbeams shone. 

At length we saw the distant towers; 
But, ere we reached the gate, 

The child outstripped my lingering feet, 
Too overjoyed to wait. 

And, as she turned her radiant face 
Once more to bid me come, 

I heard a chorus of glad songs, 
A burst of “Welcome Home !” 


—Friend’s Review. 





The Heroic Servant. 

{OME years ago, a nobleman and his lady 
S were traveling in Russia, attended by a very 
trusty servant, who had been in that country be- 
fore. Atacertain stage where they stopped to 
change their four horses, the keeper of the inn 
and the man-servantentreated the nobleman to re- 
main there for the night, informing him that the 
district of country on which they were about to 
enter was very dangerous, on account of the nu- 
merous wolves with which it was infested; but he 





was 80 anxious to reach his destination, that he 
determined to 

For a while all was well; but, as the gloom of 
evening a fierce howl was heard. 
« Master !” exclaimed the servant, “‘yonder are a 
number of wolves coming towards us—fire the 
pistol.” 

This was done, and for a moment the animals 
were arrested ; but on they came again. 

“ Give them one of the horses.” 

It was soon loosed and left; for a short time 
the wolves were occupied in tearing it to pieces 
and devouring it, while the travellers hurried on. 

But the fearful howl was again heard, and an- 
other horse was left, which again delayed them. 

“ Master,” said the servant, “there is omly one 
more chance for you: when they appear again, I 
will throw myself in their midst, and engage 
them while you and your lady escape for your 
lives.” 

The nobleman earnestly objected; but the 
wolves were near, and the man leaped, pistol in 
hand, among them. 

The travellers reached the next town in safety. 

At daybreak the nobleman returned to the spot; 
a few rags and bones told the sad tale. 

He erected a pillar, with this verse inscribed on 
it:—“ Greater love hath no man than this, that a 
man lay down his life for his friends.” 

Earthly love can go no higher; but turn your 
eyes to Jesus, pouring out his blood, not for his 
friends, but for his enemies, and in the agonies of 
death praying for his murderers. 





For the Sunday-School Times. 
Not At All Like Sunday. 

ANNY lived some distance from the city, and 
was only permitted to come in for an occa- 
sional visit. At her last visit, she was induced to 
remain over the Sabbath, and, on her return home, 
being asked how she enjoyed herself, said she 
was happy enough until Sunday came; but she 
missed being in her own school so much, that it 

didn’t seem like Sunday to her at all. 

Do you love your Sunday-school so well that 
it would grieve you to be absent from the place, 
even for one Sunday? be 

New York, Oct., 1859. 





Cecil’s Obedience. 

HEN the Rey. Richard Cecil was but a 

little boy, his father had occasion to go to 
the India House, and took his son with him. 
While he was transacting business, the little fellow 
was dismissed, and told to wait for his father at 
one of the doors. His father on finishing his 
business went out at another door, and entirely 
forgot his son. In the evening, his mother, miss- 
ing the child, inquired where he was; on which 
his father suddenly recollecting that he had di- 
rected him to wait at a certain door, said, “You 
may depend upon it, he is still waiting where I 
appointed him.” He immediately returned to the 
India House, and found his dear boy on the very 
spot he had ordered him to remain. He knew 
that his father expected him to wait, and there- 
fore he would not disappoint him. 





Ministers and Churches. 


Apams.—The Rev. J. E. Adams was ordained and in- 
stalled over the Congregational church in New Sharon, 
Maine, on the 19th of November. 

Arms.—The Rev. J. L. Arms was installed, November 
10th, as pastor of the Congregational church in Wilmot, 
New Hampshire. 

Brecu.—The Rev. Charles F. Beech was installed pastor 
of the First Presbyterian church of Washington, Lil, on 
Tuesday, the Sth of November, by the Presbytery of 
Bloomington. 

Breaker.—The Rev. J. M.C. Breaker, of Beaufort, 8. C., 
has accepted a call to the pastorate of the Baptist church 
at Columbia, 8. C. 

Dean.—The Rev. Artemas Dean, lately from Vermont, 
was installed pastor of the Congregational church at 
Schenectady, N. Y., Nov. 8th. 

Downgy.—The Rev. J. R. Downey, of the Methodist 
Mission, at Lucknow, India, died en the 16th of Septem- 
ber. He wasa young. married man, of much promise. 

Duny.—The Key. Prof. Dunn, late of Hillsdale College, 
Michigan, has become pastor of the Free Will Baptist 
church, north Bennett street, Boston. 

Exiis.—The Reformed Dutch “ church on the Heights,” 
Brooklyn, (late Dr. Bethune’s), have given a call to the 
Rey. James Eells, of Cleveland, Ohio, to become their 

itor. 

Ppox.—The Rev. A. K. Fox was ordained at the Congre- 
gational church in Farmington, Pa., on Tuesday, Oct 25th. 

Frame.—The Rev. R. Frame was installed pastor of the 
First Presbyterian church, Morris, Illinois, on the 15th 
ultimo. 

Hovston.—The Rev. R. A. Houston was installed pastor 
of the Presbyterian church of Greensboro’, Georgia, by 
the Presbytery of Hopewell, at its late meeting. 

Hort.—The Rey. 0. P. Hoyt, D. D., has removed to Elk- 
hart, Ind., and taken the pastoral charge of the Presby- 
terian church there. 

JeNkins.—The Rev. Horace Jenkins and Mra. Jenkins 
sailed from New York on the 28th of October, in the ship 
“Indiaman,” bound for Hong Kong. They go out under 
the appointment of the American Baptist Missionary 
Union, and are to be stationed at Shanghae, China. 

Jones.—The Rev. J. L. Jones, of Riga, N. Y., has accept- 
ed a call from the Presbyterian church at New Provi- 
dence, Marion county, Mo. Post-office address—Emerson, 
Marion county, Mo. 

Junxiy.—The Rey. D. X. Junkin, D.D., has been ap- 
pointed to be a chaplain in the United States Navy. Dr. 
Junkin was for some years pastor of the F. street Pres- 
byterian church in Washington. 

Lospaitt —The Rev. Francis Lobdell, late of Union 
Seminary, N. Y., was ordained pastor of the Congrega- 
tional church of Warren, Ct., on Thursday, Nov. 3d. 

Locan.—The pastoral relation between the Rev. 8. C. 
Logan and the Fifth Presbyterian church, Cincinnati, 
has been dissolved. 

McCune.—The Rev. R. Lewis McCune has received a 
call to the Presbyterian church, (O. 8.,) in Front Royal, 
Virginia, and removed thither. 

McRaz.—The Rev. James M. McRae, late of Rolling 
Prairie, Indiana, has accepted a call to the Presbyterian 
church at Lene, Illinois, 

— Morrisoy.—The Rev. N. J. Morrison, recently pastor of 
the Congregational church, Rochester, Mich., has accepted 
the appointment of Professor of the Latin and Greek 
Languages in Olivet College, Olivet, Eaton county, Mich. 

NicHoLson.—The Kev. Dr. Nicholson, who lately left St. 
John’s church, Cincinnati, for Boston, has been unani- 
mously recal'ed to his former charge. 

Pappockx.—The Rev. Benjamin H. Paddock, of Norwich, 
Connecticut, has accepted the rectorship of Christ church, 
Detroit, Michigan. 

Pace.—The Key. E. H. Page, formerly of Charlestown, 
Mcas., has accepted a call to the pastorate of the Green- 
wood Baptist church, Brooklyn, N. ¥ 

Pearce.—The Key. J. Lansing Pearce has accepted the 
call of the East Williamsburgh Reformed Dutch church. 

S#etby.—Col. Ben Shelby, a prominent Kentucky 
lawyer, is about entering the-ministry of the Baptist 
church. 

SuEeRwoop.—The Rev. E. B. Sherwood resigned his 
charge of the Presbyterian church of Edwardsburg, 
Mich., on the 15th of November, to accept the call of the 
new church at Buchanan, Mich. 

Srrone.—The Kev. E. Strong was ordained pastor of 
the Congregational church of South Natick, Mass., on 
the 17th of November. 

Torren.—The Kev. Dr. Totten, who formerly officiated 
for a few monthsin St. James’ church, in this city, has 
received and accepted a call to the rectorship of the Epis- 
copal church in Iowa city, lowa. 

Travis.—The Rev. J. M. Travis, of Paris, Mo., has ac- 
cepted a call from the Presbyterian churches of South 
Fork and New Hope. His Post-office address is Florida, 
Monroe county, Mo. : 

TwicuEeL..—The Rev. J. E. Twichell, Superintendent of 
Schools in Xenia, Ohio, has been called to succeed Rey, 8. 
P. Fay, as pastor of the Congregational church in Dayton. 

Wenster.—The Rev. George Webster, of Catskill, has 
accepted the call of the Baptist church at Orange, N. J. 
He will begin his labors in December. : 

‘“ aferecntres ge pl —. formerly of Utica, N. Y., 
as accepted the call to the torate of the Re: 
Dutch church of Geneva, N, y Retemad 

WiuiamMs.—The Rey. A. D. Williams has removed from 
Smyrna to Allegan, Mich., to take the pastoral charge of 
the Baptist church at that place, 


—_— 





A Congregational church of twelve members, with the 
rospect of considerable immediate increase, was organ- 
zed Uct. 29th. at Kosefield, Peoria county, Ill, The Rey. 

J. = i ar dod pastor. 
N Orthodox Congregational church was organiz 

the 17th ult., at South Natick, Maas, Pads yore 

were recognized as its first members, 

On the 15th of November, the corner-stone of the Second 

Baptist church of Chelsea, Mussachusetts, was laid. 





PENNSYLVANIA BIBLE SOCIETY, 
CORNER OF ee SEVENTH 8Ts., 





Has its Depository always supplied with a large and 
choice assortment of BIBLES and TESTAMENTS, for 
wholesale and retail, at low prices. J 

Sunday-schools supplied with BIBLES and TESTA- 
ge LI than they cost to manufacture. 

_ TES ENTS with English and Foreig: 
in parallel columns. én languages, 

TESTAMENTS with gilt edges, as low as 11 cents 

Catalogues sent to any address, when desired, : 

Orders should be addressed to 
JOHN P. RHOADS, Agent, 


d3-4t Bible House, Philadelphia. 








E. 8S. GERMAN. 
RELIGIOUS BUUKSTORR, 
TRACT. SUNDAY-SCHOOL and BIBLE DEPOSITORY, 
Ssoonp ABOVE CHESTNUT St.. HarnispuRe, Pa. 





Subecriptions taken for the Times, and Sunday-School 
papers. 





IN PRESS 
and will be published shortly 
THE 

STORY OF A POCKET BIBLE. 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
1222 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 








SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS’ REQUISITES, 


AIDS TO THE STUDY OF THE BIBLE. 


BIBLICAL ANTIQUITIES. 
BY THE REV. JOHN W. NBYIN, D. D. 
This book will be found of “ 


75 cents. 

Queetion-Book, by the Rev. Edward Ni D.D, 
will be found of material use in the study of 
Price 8 cents. 


THE MINE EXPLORED; 


A Help to the Reading of the Bible. 


This is a compani 
out. It gives a history of the revelation of truth to 
and of the laws of interpretation of the Sac: 
Word. Its scope is entirely different from that of “ Bibli- 
cal Antiquities.” It gives a detailed account of the con- 
tents of each book of the Bible in such a way as to shed 
light on the connection between the various parts of 
ord; the Law, and the Gospel; Prophecy and its fulfil- 
ment ; Disobedience and its punishment. It is illustrated 
by several maps, and furnished with a valuable chrono- 
logical table. Price 75 cents. 


F 





UNION BIBLE DICTIONARY. 


A complete Biblical Cyclopedia, presenting to the 
teacher or student copious fountains of Biblical know- 
ledge in the simplest and most available form. It con- 
tains articles on every subject mentioned in the Bible 
upon which the teacher would naturally seek for infor- 
mation. Where these articles refer to customs, trees, 
animals, or garments, they are generally illustrated bya 
neat wood-cut. 


1 volume, 692 pages, 18mo, - - $065 

— 4 sheep, - - - . ° ° ™ 

Bound in morocco, gilt edges, - - 175 

Bound in cloth, 12mo, - - - - . 1 2 

In antique and extra bindings, - - - 2 50 
Published b 


y 
THR AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, TAKE NOTICE |! 


THE ANNIVERSARY SPEAKER; a collection of Dia- 
logues, Addresses, Recitations, Infant Class Exercises, 
&c., &c., suitable for Celebrations, by Rev. Newton Hes- 
ton, pastor of Broad street Methodist Episcopal church, 
Newark, New Jersey, has now reached its third edition, 
and is still selling rapidly. It is without doubt the Best 
work of the kind yet out, even as it is the latest. Wher- 
ever introduced, it has won commendation: “Anything 
which makes the Sabbath-school attractive tothe young, 
and yet detracts nothing from its Christian character, 

eserves, and should receive the cordial welcome of the 
entire church.” » : _ 

Specimen copies sent, post-paid, on the receipt of the 
sell pee, which is thirty-eight cents. A liberal dis- 
count to Sunday-schools and wholesale purchasers. 

Address PERKINPINE & HIGGINS, 

56 North Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 
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A BOOK WHICH SHOULD BE READ BY 
EVERY CHRISTIAN. 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 


AND ITS ADJUNCTS. 
BY THE LATE REV. J. W. ALEXANDER, D. D. 


This book was written by the lamented Dr. ALEXANDER 
for the American Sunday-Schvol Union, about two years 
ago. The sound practical truths contained in it have 
already been widely read. Its great topic is RELIGIOUS 
TEACHING AND TRAINING. It speaks of the 8unday-School 
as an Institution eminently fitted for the work of training 
up the children of America as BisLz Curistians. 

It treats of the following subjects: General Religious 
Education demanded by the Actual Condition of Ameri- 
can Society—Children intrusted to us to be trained for 
God and our Country—The Sunday-School Portrayed—The 
Bible-School—The increase of Knowledge by Booke—The 
Maltitude of Books, and the Resulting Dangers and Duties 
—Reading Habits—Sunday Schools considered as belong- 
ing to an Age of ion—The Collateral Influence of 
Sunday-Schools upon the Social Condition of the Poor— 
The Teacher’s Incitement. 

~~ 12mo. Price 75 cents. 

Pu 


ed b 
THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





RICHMOND FEMALE INSTITUTE, 


RICHMOND, VA., 
Incorporated 1853. Cost of buildings, &c., $70,000. 
For catalogues, &c., address 

CHARLES H. WINSTON, 
sep 104m «President Richmond Female Institute. 





Oread Institute, for Young Ladies. 
WORCESTER, MASS. 





The Winter Session will commence on Wednesday, the 
7th of December, under the direction of Rev. R. E. Patti- 
son, D. D., formerly President of Waterville College, ae 
sisted by able teachers. 





AMILY SCHOOL AND HOME FOR 
YOUNG LADIES, NORWICH, Conn., C, B. WEB- 
STER, A.M.,M.D., Principal. Refer to Alvan Bond, D.D., 
Norwich; Hon. Peter Parker, Washington, D. C., Rev. E. 
E. Adams, Philadelphia. The Fall Term will commence 
on Wednesday, September 7. 





QUSQUERANNA FEMALE COLLEGE, SE- 
LIN’S GROVE, Pa.—A first-rate female school. The 
building is new, well arranged and furnished. It is easy 
of access by the Northern Central Railroad. Charges mo- 
derate. The Fall Session will commence on the 22d of 
September next. For circulars, address, 
REV. C. C. BAUGHMAN, 

Selin’s Grove, Snyder Co., Pa. 





ENSuse, CLASSICAL AND MATHEMA- 
TICAL INSTITUTE. 1406 South Penn Square.— 
A Select School, specially designed for boys under twelve 
of age, who are expected to pursue a Classical and 
athematical course. French, Drawing, Penmanship, 
under the charge of most approved masters. 
JOSEPH DAVISON, Principal. 





‘GET THE BEST.” 
WEBSTER’S 


UNABRIDGED DICTIONARY. 
NEW PICTORIAL EDITION. 
1,500 Pictorial Jilustrations. 

9,000 to 10,000 NEW WORDS in the Vocabulary. 

Table of SYNONYMS, by Prof. Goodrich. 


Table giving Pronunciation of names of 8,000 Dis- 
tinguished Persons of Modern Times. 


Peculiar use of Words and Terms in the Bible. 
With other new features, together with all the mat- 
ter of previous editions. 


IN ONE VOLUME OF 1,750 PAGES. 
PRICE $6.50. Soup sy ALL BooxsEeLiers. 
“GET THE BEST.” GET WEBSTER. 

G. & C. MERRIAM, Springfield, Mass. 





THE YOUTH’S SUNDAY-SCHOOL GAZETTE, 
A Monthly Paper, 


Printed on extra paper, and illustrated with numerous 
elegant Wood Engravings from original designs. 


Prices at the Depositories. 


10 Copies, per year, to one address,~ - -  $1,00. 
50 Copies, per year, to one address, - e ° 4,50. 
100 Copies, per year, to ene address,- =~ - on. 
Prices when sent by mail with the postage pre-paid, 
15 Cop’ ,tooneaddress,- - =  $2,00, 
50 See pond omg to one address,-  - = 6,00. 
100 Copies, per year, to one address,- - - 11,00. 


Published by the Am. 8. 8. Union, 1122 Chestnut St. 
Payment invariably in advance. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER, 


A Weekly Paper for Children, 
Containing, besides the ilnstrations, and matter ‘eon 
expressly for it, a portion of the cuts 
matter of the Gazette. 
The Banner may be had also Monraty, Szmi-Monraty, 
or THREE TIMES A " Menes, at the option of the subscriber. 
Prices at the Depositories. 


Monthly. Semi- Three Weekly. 
Monthly. timesa 


month. 92,60, 
10 Copies, per year, 65. $1.30. $1,95. le 
60 Copies, ber year, «$2.75. $5.50. $8.25. 11-00. 
100 Copies, per year, $5.00. $10.00. $15,00. $20,00. 


Prices when sent by mail with the postage pre-paid, 


Monthly. Semi- Three Weekly. 

Monthly. times @ 
month. 36,00 
15 Copies, per year $1.50.  $3,00. $4,50. 4 
50 fenton per year,, $4,25. $850. $12,76. } Ug 
100 Copies, per year, $8,00, $14,00. $24.00, le 


Published by the Am. 8. 8. Union, 1122 Chestnut St. 
Payment myariably im advance, 


— 





